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Résumé long

La cinquieme génération (5G) de réseaux mobiles est le standard de communication cellulaire
spécifiquement congue pour prendre en charge une pluralité de services soumis a des contraintes
diverses et variées. Malgré les avancés technologiques de la 5G, il y a une demande toujours
aussi croissante en terme de données transmises, avec I’émergence de nouvelles applications
et de nouveaux services sans fil. De ce fait, la sixieme génération (6G) de réseaux mobiles
devra fournir des débits de données encore plus élevés tout en garantissant une latence plus
faible et une connectivité améliorée pour une gamme d’appareils de plus en plus diversifiée.
Avec des prévisions estimant que la quantité de trafic sans fil sera 10 000 fois plus élevé, la
6G devra prendre en charge des réseaux de plus grande capacité pour répondre au nombre
massif d’appareils qui auront besoin de se connecter. En outre, de nouveaux services tels que
la télémédecine, les véhicules autonomes et les applications de ville intelligente nécessiteront
des niveaux de fiabilité, de disponibilité et de sécurité sans précédent. Ces dernieres tendances
en matiére de communications sans fil poussent la 5G a ses limites, la rendant incapable de
gérer efficacement le trafic attendu a 'avenir. Par conséquent, la 6G, actuellement en cours de
pré-normalisation, devra proposée une solution efficace pour satisfaire ces tendances émergentes.
Cette nouvelle génération devra prendre en charge de nouveaux services tout en améliorant les
performances des services conventionnels fournis par la 5G, notamment en augmentant les débits
de données, la capacité et la couverture réseau.

Le service enhanced Massive Machine Communication (eMMC) est attendu pour les appli-
cations de type internet des objets en 6G. Ce service est congu pour répondre aux situations
ol un grand nombre de capteurs doivent accéder au réseau sans fil. Le principal défi du service
eMMC est d’assurer une durée de vie de la batterie plus longue qu’en 5G pour les appareils
a faible consommation d’énergie. D’autres applications émergentes nécessitent des communi-
cations a faible latence et a haute fiabilité, telles que l'internet tactile, I’automatisation des
usines et la surveillance des signes vitaux. Pour prendre en charge ces applications, le service
Enhanced Mission Critical Communication (eMCC) est envisagé. Dans le domaine de la 5G,
un service notable concerne les communications véhiculaires, connu sous le nom de service V2X
(Vehicle-to-Anything). Cela correspond a des communications entre plusieurs véhicules, ou en-
tre des véhicules et 'infrastructure. Alors que nous entrons dans I'ére de la 6G, les systemes
de communication véhiculaires devront évoluer, offrant des services V2X plus avancés avec des
exigences de plus en plus élevées. Cela implique un temps de latence extrémement faible (0,01
ms) et un débit élevé, ainsi qu'une grande fiabilité (99,999999%).
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Pour exploiter tout le potentiel des services mentionnés, la 6G devra répondre a des indica-
teurs de performance rigoureux, ce qui nécessitera ’exploration de nouvelles technologies, allant
de la couche applicative a la couche physique. Cependant, la forme d’onde actuelle Orthogo-
nal Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM), introduite dans la 4G et maintenue dans la 5G,
pourrait ne pas suffire a satisfaire ces exigences strictes. En effet, la coexistence de tous les
nouveaux services, en plus de ceux existant, dans la méme bande de fréquences est compro-
mise par 'importante fuite de puissance hors bande de ’'OFDM. En outre, '’OFDM nécessite
une synchronisation temporelle et fréquentielle stricte avec la station de base (BS) pour chaque
utilisateur, ce qui entraine une augmentation substantielle de signaux de synchronisation. Par
conséquent, la latence et la consommation d’énergie sont considérablement affectées.

Dans ce contexte, plusieurs formes d’onde ont été étudiées en tant que candidats potentiels

pour la 5G et maintenant la 6G. Il s’agit notamment :

—_

. Filter Bank Multi-Carrier with Offset Quadrature Amplitude (FBMC/OQAM),
2. Universal-Filtered Orthogonal Frequency-Division Multiplexing (UF-OFDM),
3. Filtered-Orthogonal Frequency-Division Multiplexing (F-OFDM),

4. Orthogonal Time Frequency Space (OTFS).

Ces formes d’ondes ont pour point commun d’introduire un filtrage comme moyen de remédier
aux inconvénients identifiés de 'OFDM. Cette opération de filtrage réduit considérablement
la fuite de puissance hors bande, améliorant ainsi la capacité de coexistence des services et
atténuant les contraintes de synchronisation. Dans ce travail de thése, nous avons considéré les
modulations FBMC/OQAM. Une description technique de ces formes d’ondes est donnée dans

la suite de ce résumé.

La forme d’onde FBMC/OQAM et les avancées récentes

Pour la forme d’onde FBMC, un banc de filtres appliquant un filtre prototype (PF) est introduit
pour donner une forme d’impulsion efficace au signal transmis sur chaque sous-porteuse. Ce banc
de filtres joue un role important dans le controle de la puissance d’émission transportée par les
lobes secondaires de la réponse en fréquence du PF. Il permet en outre une plus grande flexibilité
dans la gestion de la fuite de puissance hors bande au prix d’une complexité matérielle accrue
du coté de I’émetteur et du récepteur. Il s’agit d’une différence majeure par rapport a ’OFDM
qui utilise des des impulsions rectangulaires. L’absence de Cyclic prefiz (CP) est une autre
différence par rapport a 'OFDM qui peut conduire a une amélioration de efficacité spectrale
(SE), mais demande d’utiliser des techniques de réception plus complexe a implémenter.

Selon le théoreme de Balian-low, il est impossible d’atteindre simultanément les trois carac-

téristiques suivantes, quel que soit le systéme de communications considéré :

1. L’orthogonalité dans le domaine des nombres complexes.
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2. La localisation en temps et en fréquence (filtrage).

3. L’efficacité spectrale maximale.

En ce qui concerne 'OFDM, l'orthogonalité complexe est obtenue au sacrifice de la seconde
propriété qui affecte la localisation fréquentielle et, par conséquent, provoque une fuite de puis-
sance hors bande élevée. De plus, 'OFDM réduit également son efficacité spectrale (troisieme
propriété) pour éviter 'interférence entre symboles causée par les canaux multi-trajets, grace
a l'utilisation d’un préfixe cyclique. Afin de rétablir la deuxieme propriété, les modulations
en banc de filtres appliquent un filtrage par sous-porteuse. De ce fait, I'efficacité spectrale ou
I’orthogonalité dans le domaine des nombres complexes doit étre abandonnée selon le théoreme
de Balian-low.

Traditionnellement, deux types distincts d’implémentation émetteurs-récepteurs FBMC avec
différents niveaux de complexité calculatoire et de performance ont été proposés dans la littéra-
ture : le Polyphase Network (PPN) et le Frequency Spread (FS). Le premier est généralement
utilisé du c6té de I’émetteur en raison de sa faible complexité. D’autre part, I'implémentation
FS est principalement adoptée du c6té du récepteur a cause de son processus d’égalisation peu
complexe.

Les symboles FBMC transmis se chevauchent dans le temps, de sorte que le signal FBMC
ne soit pas constitué de symboles de blocs successifs et séparés comme pour ’'OFDM. Chaque
symbole FBMC, composé de L échantillons, transporte jusqu'a M sous-porteuses filtrées. Le
nombre de symboles se chevauchant est défini par le facteur de chevauchement K, qui est le ratio
entre la longueur du filtre prototype L et le nombre total de sous-porteuses M.

Pour assurer 'orthogonalité dans le domaine des nombres réels, le traitement OQAM est
introduit. Tout d’abord, les composantes réelles et imaginaires du signal QAM sont séparées.
Apres la rotation de phase, la composante imaginaire est retardée de la moitié de la durée d’un
symbole FBMC. Cette opération est suivie d’un transformé de fourier discréte inverse (IFFT) de
taille M. Un traitement PPN est ensuite réalisé, ou le bloc d’échantillons en sortie de la IFFT
est répliqué K — 1 fois. Ensuite, une opération de fenétrage est appliquée en utilisant la réponse
impulsionnelle du PF ayant une longueur de L = KM. Enfin, les composantes résultantes sont
additionnées pour fournir le signal d’émission.

Coté récepteur, les deux types d’implémentations (PPN et FS) appliquent des opérations in-
versées par rapport a celles effectuées par I’émetteur. Pour I'implémentation basée sur le PPN,
les opérations doivent étre effectuées dans l'ordre suivant: PPN, FFT de taille M, et démappeur
OQAM. Le récepteur FS-FBMC commence par applique une FFT de taille KM sur le signal
recu contenant le symbole FBMC a démoduler, ce qui augmente sa complexité. Pour utiliser un
égaliseur a faible complexité basé sur les sous-porteuses du c6té du récepteur, I'étape de filtrage
est déplacée dans le domaine des fréquences. Enfin, les symboles Pulse-Amplitude-Modulation
(PAM) a récupérer sont obtenus en extrayant la partie réelle du signal a rotation de phase en

quadrature et sous-échantillonné.

Gréce a la méthode de TOQAM, la FBMC présente désormais les caractéristiques suivantes:
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1. orthogonalité dans le domaine réel,

2. une localisation temporelle et fréquentielle améliorée par rapport a 'OFDM, griace au

filtrage par sous-porteuse,

3. offre une meilleure efficacité spectrale que 'OFDM, car aucun préfixe cyclique n’est trans-

mis.

Outre ces avantages, la FBMC est plus résistante aux synchronisations temps/fréquence im-
parfaites en choisissant le filtre prototype approprié. Par conséquent, la FBMC/OQAM se
positionne comme une technologie prometteuse pour divers services, renforcant la résilience des
systémes de communication face & différents types de déficiences. A titre d’exemple, la robustesse
de la FBMC/OQAM face au décalage/étirement Doppler peut étre exploitée pour prendre en
charge le service V2X. De plus, la prise en charge efficace d’une synchronisation plus souple
peut étre envisagée avec la FBMC/OQAM pour les services eMMC, grace a sa faible émission

de puissance hors bande et sa résistance au décalage temporel.

Cependant, l'introduction de PFOQAM n’est pas sans conséquence. En effet, cela complexi-
fie I'utilisation des techniques d’estimation de canal et des technologies massive Multiple-Input
Multiple- Output mMIMO faisant intervenir un large nombre d’antennes au niveau des stations

de base.

Objectifs de la these et contributions

Bien que ’OFDM ait été la technologie de pointe au cours des dernieres décennies, elle présente
plusieurs inconvénients qui limitent son efficacité dans certains scénarios. D’autre part, des pro-
jets de recherche ont identifié les formes d’ondes multiporteuses filtrées comme des technologies
de couches physiques prometteuses pour la prochaine génération de réseaux mobiles. Parmi ces
techniques, la FBMC/OQAM a été considérée comme la forme d’onde la plus prometteuse en
raison de son confinement supérieur du spectre, de sa capacité a supporter une synchronisa-
tion imparfaite dans les réseaux denses avec des communications Device-to-Device (D2D) et des
communications asynchrones entre machines, et de sa robustesse dans les scénarios de grande

mobilité tels que les communications entre véhicules.

Au cours des derniéres années, ’équipe de recherche d’IMT Atlantique a réalisé des progres
significatifs dans le développement et de dépdts de brevets sur des contributions innovantes liées
a la FBMC, tant du c6té de ’émetteur que du récepteur. Du c6té de I’émetteur, un nouveau fil-
tre prototype court a été proposé pour la FBMC, et permet une reconstruction presque parfaite
du signal tout en ayant la méme taille qu'un symbole OFDM. Combiné a d’autres techniques
de réception originales, ce filtre devient un avantage majeur pour la plupart des scénarios de
communication mentionnés ci-dessus, permettant en outre de réduire considérablement la com-

plexité du matériel et la consommation d’énergie des émetteurs. Du c6té du récepteur, une
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nouvelle technique de réception FBMC adaptée aux filtres courts a également été proposée. Elle
implique 'utilisation d’un égaliseur dans le domaine temporel basé sur 'algorithme Overlap-
Save (OS), qui permet d’effectuer des opérations de convolution rapides, avant la démodulation
FBMC. 11 a été démontré que 1’égaliseur dans le domaine temporel et le récepteur FBMC peu-
vent étre regroupés en une seule structure en raison de la localisation en fréquence du filtre, ce
qui réduit considérablement la complexité calculatoire. Le récepteur qui en résulte améliore con-
sidérablement la robustesse contre les canaux doublement dispersifs quand des filtres courts sont
utilisés, et supporte les communications asynchrones pour ces méme filtres. Un autre schéma
OS-FBMC dans lequel les symboles FBMC sont transmis et démodulés par bloc dans le domaine

des fréquences a été dérivé, ce qui dimininue encore plus la complexité.

Cependant, il reste encore quelques aspects importants a résoudre. Certaines techniques util-
isées par ’'OFDM ne peuvent pas étre directement appliquées a la FBMC en raison du schéma
OQAM, comme la structure des pilotes (PS) pour l'estimation du canal (CE), les techniques
d’estimation conventionnelles utilisées pour ’OFDM, ainsi que la compatibilité avec la technolo-
gie mMIMO qui utilise un grand nombre d’antennes au niveau de la BS. Cette derniére est une
technologie essentielle pour la prochaine génération de réseaux de données sans fil. Elle offre
des avantages substantiels en termes de fiabilité, de données et de SE. Il est donc essentiel de
trouver des solutions appropriées a ces problemes techniques pour que la FBMC devienne une

solution technologique mature et utilisable dans les futurs systemes de communication.

Dans ce contexte, ’objectif principal de cette these est de proposer des solutions aux défis
mentionnés ci-dessus pour les formes d’ondes multi-porteuses filtrées pour les systémes utilisant

la technologie mMIMO. Plusieurs objectifs ont été considérés :

1. L’extension aux systemes mMIMO des progres récents susmentionnés proposés, en parti-
culier I'utilisation de I'algorithme OS couplé a un filtre prototype court afin de réduire la

latence et la complexité de I’émetteur-récepteur.

2. Support de la synchronisation relaxée, des communications asynchrones et de la résilience

contre les différents types d’interférences pour les systemes mMIMO.

3. Développement d’un PS qui permet la mise en oeuvre de techniques OFDM convention-

nelles d’estimation de canal pour les systemes FBMC.

4. Exploiter la robustesse aux interférences de la FBMC/OQAM lorsqu’elle est associée aux
récepteurs avancés, en proposant de nouvelles techniques de transmission efficaces en ter-

mes d’utilisation du spectre.

Structure du manuscrit et résumé des chapitres

Le manuscrit de these est composé de cing chapitres, qui sont résumés dans les paragraphes

suivants.
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Chapitre 1 : Introduction

Le premier chapitre présente le contexte général de ce travail et introduit les bases des contribu-
tions développées dans les sections suivantes. Il décrit ensuite les objectifs de la these et fournit
une liste compléte des contributions apportées, suivie de résumés concis de chaque chapitre et

d’une liste de publications.

Chapitre 2 : Formes d’onde pour au-dela de la 5G et apres-
OFDM

Ce deuxieme chapitre présente le contexte scientifique de base pour appréhender les contributions
présentées dans les chapitres suivants. Le chapitre commence par une breve introduction a
I’OFDM, qui est couramment utilisé dans le service eMBB conventionnel de la 5G. Il explique
ensuite les contraintes spécifiques des différents scénarios de la 6G, tels que 'eMMC, le MCC et
les communications V2X. Le chapitre souligne les limites de la modulation OFDM pour répondre
a ces contraintes. Ensuite, le chapitre fournit une description technique de la FBMC/OQAM,
qui est la forme d’onde étudiée dans cette thése. En outre, un bref apergu d’autres formes d’onde
prometteuses est présenté. Ce chapitre présente les avantages de 'utilisation de PF courts pour
la. FBMC/OQAM, tels que la prise en charge des communications a faible latence, la faible
complexité de calcul et V'efficacité énergétique élevée. 1l présente également les inconvénients
associés, notamment une diminution de la robustesse aux canaux a trajets multiples avec un long
étalement des retards et des dégradations de performances dues a de long décalage temporel.
En outre, le chapitre présente les récepteurs FBMC/OQAM pertinents dans la littérature qui
étudient ces questions. Enfin, le chapitre identifie les défis en suspens qui empéchent actuellement
I’adoption a plus grande échelle de la FBMC/OQAM.

Chapitre 3 : Nouvelle technique de transmission pour formes

d’ondes multiporteuses

Un élément crucial des réseaux de communication cellulaire est lefficacité spectrale (SE) at-
teignable. En effet, motivée par la croissance continue du trafic de données mobiles dans les
réseaux sans fil, 'amélioration de I'efficacité spectrale a représenté 1’'un des principaux objectifs
du 3GPP sur plusieurs générations de normes en réseaux mobiles.

Dans ce contexte, un nouveau schéma de transmission appelé Modulation Code Overlapping
(MCO) est proposé dans ce chapitre. La premiére section commence par présenter les solutions
pertinentes présentées dans la littérature pour 'amélioration de la SE. Dans une seconde section,
la technique MCO est présentée. Il est basé sur le chevauchement intentionnel des sous-porteuses
des utilisateurs adjacents, ce qui permet d’augmenter le débit de données et 'efficacité spectrale
du systeme. Cela se fait au prix d’un niveau de puissance élevé en interférences. Pour résoudre

ce probléme, nous proposons d’optimiser conjointement le taux de codage, la quantité de sous-
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bandes superposées et ’ordre de modulation. Enfin, une derniére section est dédiée a I'analyse
des performances de la technique MCO pour différentes dégradations du canal, y compris les
décalages multi-trajets et temporels. Contrairement aux travaux antérieurs, nous avons effectué
des simulations a l’aide d’un modele de canal réaliste généré par QuaDRiGa afin de valider le
systeme proposé. Les résultats révelent que le récepteur FBMC-OS surpasse 'OFDM sur le
modele de canal spécifié, permettant d’obtenir un gain en SE remarquable de 66%. Cependant,
dans certaines applications 6G, le gain en SE obtenu en employant I’approche MCO proposée
peut ne pas étre suffisant. Par conséquent, dans le chapitre suivant, nous étendons les récep-
teurs FBMC-0OS aux systemes mMIMO afin d’exploiter pleinement le potentiel cette technologie

multi-antennes pour obtenir un gain en SE encore plus élevé.

Chapitre 4 : Récepteurs OS-FBMC pour les systemes mMIMO

L’utilisation de systéemes mMIMO, caractérisés par un large nombre d’antennes déployés sur les
station de bases desservant de nombreux utilisateurs simultanément, est une solution promet-
teuse pour augmenter plus significativement ’efficacité spectrale. Bien que ’OFDM ait été large-
ment adopté dans la littérature pour I’étude des systemes multi-utilisateur (MU) mMIMO, cette
forme d’onde est tres sensible aux déficiences provoquées par une synchronisation imparfaite. Or,
les gains significatifs en performance des systemes couplant OFDM et MU-mMIMO sont obtenus
pour des situations ou tous les utilisateurs sont parfaitement synchronisés. Pour des procé-
dures de synchronisation relaxées et asynchrones, les performances sont significative dégradées
a moins d’annuler les interférences résultants entre utilisateurs, antennes et sous-porteuses ce
qui augmente massivement la complexité du récepteur OFDM. En revanche, FBMC/OQAM est
reconnue pour étre résiliant aux synchronisation imparfaite, en particulier suites aux avancés
récentes sur les techniques de réception. Dans ce chapitre, nous étendons ces progres récents
sur les récepteurs FBMC au contexte des systémes MU-mMIMO, afin de profiter pleinement de
I’avantage de ces deux technologies.

La premier partie de ce chapitre présente les émetteurs-récepteurs multiporteurs de la lit-
térature pour le MIMO massif ainsi que leurs inconvénients. Ensuite, de nouveaux récepteurs
FBMC basés sur I'algorithme OS sont proposés, suivis d’une étude analytique en présence de
différentes dégradations du canal. La dérivation analytique proposée du SINR réduit consid-
érablement le temps de calcul nécessaire a la sélection des parametres du récepteur OS lors de
la recherche du meilleur compromis performance/complexité adapté a ’application envisagée. 11
est démontré que I’OS-FBMC améliore de maniére significative les performances en taux d’erreur
binaire sur des canaux a trajets multiples, par rapport a 'OFDM. En outre, le récepteur proposé
supporte les communications asynchrones en plus d’accroitre la robustesse contre les décalages

de fréquence dans le contexte des systemes MU-mMIMO.
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Chapitre 5 : Nouvelles structures pilotes et technique d’estimation
du canal associée pour les systemes FBMC/OQAM mono- et

multi-utilisateurs

La précision de l'estimation du canal (CE) joue un réle crucial pour pleinement profiter des
gains apporté par la technologie mMIMO, comme "amélioration du SE et de la résilience face
aux perturbations provoqués par des conditions de propagation canal difficiles. Contrairement
a ’OFDM, le FBMC/OQAM ne présente qu'une orthogonalité dans le champ des nombre réels.
Par conséquence, les signaux regues, incluant les pilotes, souffrent d’interférences intrinseques,
ce qui rend les techniques de CE plus contraignante a concevoir pour FBMC.

Ainsi, dans ce chapitre, nous proposons une nouvelle structure de pilote (PS) ainsi qu’une
technique de CE associée pour les systemes FBMC/OQAM pour le cas d’une transmission avec
un seul utilisateur. Contrairement aux méthodes existantes, le modele proposé n’impose pas que
I'intervalle en temps entre les symboles soit beaucoup plus long que le délai d’étalement maximal
du canal. Nous avons ensuite étendu ces contributions aux systéemes MU-mMIMO, dans lesquels
les pilotes des différents utilisateurs sont entrelacés en fréquence par un simple décalage circulaire
sans qu’il soit nécessaire d’utiliser des symboles de garde entre eux. Il en résulte une forte
réduction du nombre de signaux de préambules transmis, particulierement lorsque le nombre
d’utilisateurs est conséquent. De ce fait, la méthode proposée améliore considérablement le SE
par rapport aux solutions disponibles dans la littérature qui nécessitent un grand nombre de
bande de gardes pour séparer les pilotes des différents utilisateurs, tout en offrant la meilleure

performance réalisable connue & ce jour si la complexité n’est pas une contrainte.

Chapitre 6 : Conclusions et travaux futurs

FBMC/OQAM offre des avantages significatifs par rapport & ’'OFDM, tels qu'une fuite de puis-
sance hors bande plus faible et une meilleure résistance aux erreurs de synchronisation. Cepen-
dant, ’ajout d’un étage de filtrage complique ’adoption de certaines techniques supportées par
I’OFDM, telles que 'estimation de canal et I'implémentation de la technologie mMIMO. Grace
aux nouveaux algorithmes proposés dans ce manuscrit, la FBMC/OQAM peut étre facilement
couplé a la technologie mMIMO et surpasse en performance 'OFDM pour différentes dégra-
dations due au canal de propagation. De plus, l'efficacité spectrale peut étre encore améliorée
grace a la technique MCO proposée dans cette theése, ouvrant ainsi la voie & des systémes de

communication mobile plus efficaces.

Des pistes d’améliorations peuvent étre envisagées pour la suite des travaux de cette these. Ces
derniéres années, I’équipe de recherche a IMT Atlantique a développé une plateforme capable
de simuler des scénarios 5G avec des récepteurs FBMC conventionnel de type PPN et FS. Une
amélioration possible consiste donc a concevoir et & implémenter des architectures matérielles

optimisées pour les récepteurs FBMC de cette plateforme. De plus, la plateforme ne prend en
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charge que la communication SISO. Etant donné que les techniques mMIMO sont largement
adoptées dans la 5G, une amélioration significative de la plateforme impliquerait I'intégration
de la prise en charge de la technologie mMIMO avec les récepteurs proposés dans ce manuscrit.
Cela impliquerait principalement de modifier la plateforme RF actuelle, qui n’integre qu'une

seule antenne pour I’émission et une pour la réception.

Enfin, la procédure MCO proposée a été initialement congue pour les transmissions SISO. Eten-
dre la procédure MCO au contexte des systéemes mMIMO permettrait d’augmenter davantage

lefficacité spectrale des systémes de communication.
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Introduction

1.1 Next generation communication networks and services

The Fifth Generation (5G) New Radio (NR) is the first cellular network standard that was
specifically designed to support multi-service communication, comprising services with diverse
and varying requirements. It introduces service classes such as Ultra-Reliable Low-Latency
Communication (URLLC) and Machine-Type Communication (MTC) alongside enhanced Mo-
bile BroadBand (eMBB) to cater to the different communication needs of users. Despite the
perceived step forward thanks to the introduction of 5G, with the ever-growing demand for
data and the emergence of new wireless applications and services, it is expected that the Sixth
Generation (6G) mobile networks will need to deliver even higher data rates, lower latency,
and improved connectivity for an increasingly diverse range of devices. With predictions of up
to 10,000 times increase in wireless traffic [1,2], 6G will need to support higher capacity net-
works to accommodate the massive number of devices that will need to connect. Furthermore,
new services such as telemedicine, autonomous vehicles, and smart city applications will require
unprecedented levels of reliability, availability, and security. These latest trends in wireless com-
munications are pushing the 5G to its limits, making it unable to efficiently handle the expected
traffic in the future. As a result, the 6G of wireless communication networks, currently in the
process of pre-standardization, is expected to offer an efficient solution to these emerging trends.
This new generation is anticipated to support emerging services while also enhancing the capa-
bilities of the conventional eMBB service provided by 5G, including higher data rates, capacity,
and coverage [2]. This new service in 6G is referred to as enhanced Ultra-Mobile Broadband
(eUMBB).

The enhanced Massive Machine Communication (eMMC) is a new service expected for Internet-
of-things (IoT) applications in 6G. It represents a revolutionary advancement over the Massive
Machine Communication (MMC) service in 5G, to cope with the anticipated massive connec-
tivity requirements that can reach 107 devices/km? [3], while prioritizing power consumption
and Spectral Efficiency (SE) besides low hardware cost [3]. Similar to MMC, this service is
designed to cater to situations where a large number of sensors and actors need to access the

wireless network, but each device requires a relatively low data rate. The transmission of data

10
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is sporadic and involves small packets per connection. Unlike the eUMBB service, the main
challenge for the eMMC service is to ensure extended battery life compared to that in 5G for
low power devices. The objective is to achieve a battery life that can last for a week or even
longer [4]. This necessitates reducing energy consumption by minimizing signaling overhead and
optimizing hardware implementation.

Other emerging applications require low latency communications with high reliability, such
as tactile Internet, factory automation, and monitoring of vital signs. These types of applications
impose a constraining set of technical requirements to ensure that data is transmitted quickly and
accurately. In order to support such applications, the Mission Critical Communication (MCC)
service has been introduced in the 5G known as URLLC in 3rd Generation Partner Project
(3GPP) terminology. In 6G wireless networks, the evolution of URLLC services to Enhanced
Ultra Reliable Low Latency Communications (eURLLC) is expected. It aims to achieve end-to-
end latency, and reliability requirements of 0.01 ms, and 99.99999%, respectively [5] [6]. This
envisioned target service of 6G networks has the potential to revolutionize various aspects of
our lives, such as self-driving vehicles and tele-surgeries [7].

In the realm of 5G, a notable service revolves around vehicular-based communications
known as Vehicle-to-Anything (V2X) service [8]. It corresponds to communications between
two vehicles Vehicle-to-Vehicle (V2V), or between a vehicle and the infrastructure Vehicle-
to-Infrastructure (V2I). As we move into the 6G era, vehicular communication systems are
expected to evolve, offering more advanced V2X services with increasingly demanding require-
ments. This entails extremely low latency (0.01ms) and high throughput along with high re-
liability (99.999999%), with the aim of accommodating a wide range of potential applications
associated with future vehicles, including autonomous and intelligent vehicles. Furthermore,
the transportation industry is a critical sector for 6G, with Connected Autonomous Vehicles
(CAVs) being one of its most demanding areas due to the various required service qualities [9].
Initially, autonomous and connected vehicles were developed independently but combining them
in CAVs is expected to address their inherent limitations and to help solve transportation chal-
lenges. CAVs have many promising applications, such as smart intersections, cooperative per-
ception, and cooperated platooning, which can significantly enhance road safety, fuel/battery
consumption, and congestion. To harness the complete capabilities of CAVs, 6G needs to meet
the aforementioned more stringent connectivity Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) along with
extremely massive instant access anytime and anywhere, a concept referred to as Grant Free
(GF) [2].

To unleash the full potential of the aforementioned services, 6G would have to meet the
corresponding stringent KPIs, thereby resorting to the exploration of novel methods, spanning
from the application to the physical layer. However, the current Orthogonal Frequency Divi-
sion Multiplexing (OFDM) waveform, introduced in 4G and kept in 5G, may not be sufficient
to satisfy these stringent demands. Despite its robustness against multipath channels thanks
to its Cyclic Prefix (CP), its orthogonality in both the time and frequency domains, its effi-
ciency in supporting numerous Multiple-Input Multiple-Output (MIMO) techniques [10], like
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spatial multiplexing and MIMO diversity scheme employing Alamouti code [11], its simple one-
tap equalizer and implementation through Fast Fourier Transform (FFT), OFDM may not be
versatile enough to support all demanding constraints.

However, the coexistence of the above services within the same frequency band, as envisioned
in 6G, is jeopardized by the high Out-Of-Band-Power Leakage (OOBPL) associated with OFDM.
Moreover, OFDM requires fine time and frequency synchronization with the Base Station (BS)
for each user, leading to a substantial increase in signaling overhead. As a result, both latency
and energy consumption are significantly affected.

In this context, various waveforms have been explored as potential candidates for 5G and
now 6G. These include Filter Bank Multi-Carrier with Offset Quadrature Amplitude modulation
(FBMC/OQAM), Universal-Filtered Orthogonal Frequency-Division Multiplexing (UF-OFDM),
Filtered-Orthogonal Frequency-Division Multiplexing (F-OFDM), and Orthogonal Time Fre-
quency Space (OTFS). They introduce filtering as means to address the identified drawbacks
of OFDM. The filtering operation is carried out in the digital domain before transmitting the
baseband discrete signal to the Digital to Analogue Converter (DAC). This filtering step signifi-
cantly reduces the OOBPL, thereby enhancing the service coexistence capability and mitigating
the synchronization constraints.

The primary distinction between these waveforms is based on the filtering operation type,
which could be applied per subcarrier or per group of subcarriers (subband), and the orthog-
onality property. For example, FBMC/OQAM uses per subcarrier filtering while maintaining
orthogonality in the real field. UF-OFDM and F-OFDM both use subband filtering, but the

latter is not orthogonal.

1.2 Objectives of the thesis

While OFDM has been the state-of-the-art technology for the past few decades, it has several
drawbacks that limit its efficiency in certain scenarios. On the other hand, recent research
projects have identified filtered multi-carrier waveforms as next-generation enabling technolo-
gies at the physical layer. Among these techniques, FBMC/OQAM was considered as the most
promising waveform during the drive for 5G. It was preferred over OFDM, which is currently the
state-of-the-art technology, thanks to its superior spectrum confinement, ability to withstand
imperfect synchronization in dense networks with Device-to-Device (D2D) and asynchronous
machine communications, and its robustness in high-mobility scenarios such as vehicular com-
munications.

Over the past few years, the research team at IMT Atlantique has made significant progress in
developing and patenting innovative contributions related to FBMC at both the transmitter and
receiver sides [12,13]. At the transmitter side, a novel short Prototype Filter (PF) for FBMC that
enables near-perfect reconstruction while having the same size as one OFDM symbol has been
proposed. When combined with other original receiver techniques, it becomes a major enabler for

most of the communication scenarios mentioned above, while also significantly reducing hardware
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complexity and energy consumption. At the receiver side, a novel FBMC receiver technique that
is suitable for short filters has been also proposed [13]. It involves using a time-domain equalizer
based on the Overlap-Save (OS) algorithm, which allows for fast convolution operations, before
the FBMC demodulation. It has been demonstrated that the time-domain equalizer and the
FBMC receiver can be merged into a single structure due to the frequency localization of the
filter, significantly reducing computational complexity. An alternative FBMC-OS scheme where
FBMC symbols are transmitted by block and demodulated all at once in the frequency domain
has been derived, further reducing complexity and enabling efficient Alamouti-based MIMO
support. The resulting receiver greatly improves robustness against doubly dispersive channels
for short filters and supports asynchronous communications.

Yet, there are still some important issues that need to be resolved. Some techniques used for
OFDM cannot be directly applied to FBMC due to the OQAM scheme, such as Pilot Structure
(PS) for Channel Estimation (CE), along with conventional estimation techniques used for
OFDM, added to the compatibility with massive Multiple-Input Multiple-Output (mMIMO).
The latter with a large number of antennas at the BS is a critical technology for the next
generation of wireless data networks [14,15]. It offers substantial benefits in terms of reliability,
data rates, and SE/energy efficiency. Therefore, it is crucial to find appropriate solutions for
these technical issues if FBMC is to be used for certain services in future communication systems.

In this context, the main goal of this thesis is to propose solutions to the above-mentioned
challenges for filtered multi-carrier waveforms targeting mMIMO systems. Several objectives

were considered:

o Extension to mMIMO of the methods proposed in [13] that involve the use of the Overlap-
Save algorithm, specifically by utilizing a short prototype filter to reduce latency and the

complexity of the transceiver.

e Support of relaxed synchronization, asynchronous communications, and resilience against

different interference types.

e Development of a PS that enables the implementation of conventional OFDM CE tech-
niques for FBMC systems.

o Leveraging the robustness to interference of FBMC/OQAM when associated with the

advanced receivers in new Bandwidth (BW) efficient transmission techniques.

1.3 Thesis contribution

In pursuit of these objectives, this PhD thesis has proposed several novel contributions:

e A novel transmission technique for multi-carrier systems is proposed for Single-Input-
Single-Output (SISO) transmissions. It is based on partially overlapping adjacent sub-
bands by overlapping a portion of the corresponding subcarriers. A procedure is then

proposed to compensate for the overlapping-induced interference while enhancing the SE.
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Employing the OS-FBMC and the OFDM receivers, the proposed technique achieves new

tradeoff levels between error rates and SE.

e The OS-based FBMC receivers with short filters are extended to the context of Multi-User
(MU)-mMIMO systems. We investigate their advantages in comparison to OFDM under
different channel impairments. Signal-to-Interference Ratio (SIR) expressions are derived
analytically under several channel impairments such as Timing Offset (TO) and Carrier
Frequency Offset (CFO). Furthermore, we conducted an asymptotic study on the per-
formance of FBMC augmented with the proposed receivers in the context of mMIMO

systems.

o A novel spectrally efficient PS for improving CE in mMIMO-FBMC/OQAM is proposed.
It is based on interleaving users’ pilots in frequency by introducing a circular shift. In addi-
tion to improved performance, the proposed pilot structure reduces the training overhead
while reducing the complexity by enabling the employment of conventional OFDM CE
techniques, particularly the Least Squares (LS) method in the context of Single-User (SU)

and MU scenarios.

1.4 Manuscript Organization

The rest of this dissertation is organized as follows:

Chapter 2 provides a detailed explanation of the emerging services forseen in 6G. It is
shown that the current OFDM technology may not be sufficient to support all of these services.
Therefore, alternative waveforms have been explored and some of these, such as FBMC/OQAM,
are described. This is followed by discussing the motivations for employing short PFs with
FBMC/OQAM. Specifically, the challenges associated with FBMC/OQAM are highlighted and
how can short PFs provide a suitable solution. Then, relevant state-of-the-art equalizer tech-
niques such as the time domain equalizer in [16] and the OS equalizer [13] are introduced. This
chapter ends by discussing the open issues for FBMC/OQAM which is still hindering it from a

wide adoption.

Chapter 3 starts by reviewing the existing SE enhancement techniques in the literature.
Then, a novel transmission technique called Modulation Code Overlapping (MCO) is proposed.
The proposed method is flexible since it can achieve new tradeoff levels between error rates and
SE. Finally, to illustrate the benefits of the proposed contribution, several channel impairments
are considered such as TO, and multipath channel condition. It is shown that, FBMC aug-
mented by the OS receiver outperforms OFDM. In particular, the FBMC transceiver offers up
to 66% higher SE gain compared to OFDM. Although the proposed MCO approach enhances
the SE for SISO systems, but some 6G applications demand even higher levels, and mMIMO

may be a promising solution for that. Therefore, the extension of the OS-based receivers to the
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context of mMIMO systems is tackled in the next chapter.

Chapter 4 reviews the relevant receivers in mMIMO literature. Then, the OS-based FBMC
receivers are extended to mMIMO systems. Finally, several performance metrics are evaluated
and compared to illustrate the benefits of the proposed contribution. In this regard, several chan-
nel impairments are considered such as TO, CFO, adjacent interference, asynchronous trans-
missions and multipath channel conditions. Performance results are compared with mMIMO
OFDM and FBMC/OQAM receivers. Simulation and analytical results reveal the superiority
of the proposed receivers to those in mMIMO literature. So far, the Channel State Informa-
tion (CSI) is assumed to be perfectly estimated at the receiver side. However, the potential
of mMIMO technology highly relies on the accuracy of the CE. To this end, CE issue is ad-

dressed in the next chapter.

Chapter 5 provides general overview on the CE techniques for FBMC/OQAM systems
found in the literature. Then, a novel PS design is proposed. The main idea is to interleave
the users’ pilots in frequency domain by applying a simple circular shift. The proposed PS
enables the employment of conventional CE methods used for OFDM by eliminating the noise
correlation and intrinsic interference. Moreover, it improves the SE by eliminating the Guard
Band (GB)s between users’ pilots. To exemplify the benefits of the proposed PS over those in
the literature, several channel metrics are considered, such as, Normalized Mean Square Error
(NMSE) and Sum-Rate (SR). Simulation results reveal how the proposed method outperforms
state-of-the-art techniques while enhancing the SE.

Chapter 6 summarizes the work presented in this dissertation and discusses some interest-

ing directions for future research in the scope of this dissertation.
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Chapter 2

Beyond 5G and post-OFDM

waveform candidates

The development of 6G mobile network technologies is being driven by the complex demands
of emerging mobile applications, such as digital twins and extended reality, which require capa-
bilities beyond what 5G can offer. Although 6G is still in its conceptualization stage, some of
the top vendors have released initial proposals for technology-based KPIs for 6G, which include
achieving a peak data rate of 1 Tb/s, radio latency of 0.01 ms [5], a maximum of one outage per
million, 10 times greater energy efficiency, a battery life of 20 years [17], and a connection density
of 107 devices per square km compared to 5G [18]. It is important to note that these require-
ments are not necessarily expected to be fulfilled by a single device. To unleash the full potential
of the emerging applications, 6G needs to fulfill the aforementioned more stringent KPIs.

Waveform design is an important technology component, and the OFDM waveform, which
is used in 5@G, has some drawbacks in terms of spectrum usage and its ability to handle syn-
chronization errors. To address these limitations and meet the 6G requirements, researchers
have conducted various studies to develop new waveforms. These new candidates, known as
post-OFDM waveforms, use multicarrier modulation with a specific filtering scheme applied on
top of the OFDM basis.

The chapter starts by providing a brief introduction to OFDM, which is commonly used in
conventional eMBB service in 5G. It then explains the specific demands of various scenarios in
6G, such as eMMC, MCC, and V2X communications. The chapter highlights the limitations of
OFDM modulation in addressing these requirements. Next, the chapter provides a technical de-
scription of FBMC/OQAM, which is the waveform addressed in this thesis. Additionally, a brief
overview of other promising waveform candidates is given. The chapter discusses the advantages
of using short PFs for FBMC/OQAM, as well as the associated drawbacks. Furthermore, the
chapter presents relevant FBMC/OQAM receivers in the literature that address these issues.
Finally, the chapter identifies the outstanding challenges that are currently preventing the wider
adoption of FBMC/OQAM waveform.

17
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2.1 Beyond 5G scenarios and system constraints

The section discusses three primary 6G communication scenarios, namely, (1) enhanced Massive
Machine Communications, (2) Mission-Critical communications, and (3) Vehicular-to-Anything
communications. The KPIs of the aforementioned 6G scenarios will be much more stringent
than those considered for 5G and include a diverse set of novel metrics not considered before.
This section gives a concise overview of these scenarios and also provides some background on
the utilization of OFDM in traditional eMBB services in 5G.

2.1.1 Enhanced mobile broadband service and OFDM in 5G

The scenario known as Mobile Broadband (MBB) communications pertains to the conventional
mobile Internet access service, which was introduced for the first time in 1991 as part of the
second generation mobile networks (2G). With the advent of the third (3G), fourth (4G), and 5G
generations, higher speeds were established. In the 6G, this scenario is referred to as eUMBB,
which expands upon the conventional eMBB in 5G by improving data rates, capacity, and
coverage. This scenario is typically utilized for activities such as multimedia streaming, voice-
over-IP, internet browsing, videoconferencing, file downloads, and so on.

OFDM is the foundation of 5G downlink radio transmission, where data is transmitted
through a large number of parallel narrow-band subcarriers. The use of relatively narrowband
subcarriers in combination with a CP makes OFDM transmission robust to time dispersion
on the radio channel without requiring advanced and potentially complex receiver-side channel
equalization. For the uplink, where the available transmission power is significantly lower than
for the downlink, Single-Carrier Orthogonal Frequency-Division Multiplexing (SC-OFDM) is
used. This transmission mode is based on Discrete Fourier Transform (DFT)-precoded OFDM
and has a smaller Peak-to-Average Power Ratio (PAPR) than conventional OFDM, thus enabling

less complex terminals and the use of low cost amplifiers.

OFDM modulation

OFDM was first suggested by Weinstein and Ebert in 1971 [19], and since then it has been
extensively employed in wireless communication systems [20]. Some examples of these systems
include the Digital Video Broadcasting-Terrestrial standard, the IEEE 802.11 standard (Wi-Fi),
4G/LTE and the 5G standards. OFDM is a multi-carrier modulation technique that partitions
the available BW into numerous narrow-bands known as subcarriers.

The subcarriers in OFDM are modulated by complex valued symbols obtained from a con-
ventional digital modulation scheme such as Quadrature Amplitude Modulation (QAM), which
carry the data to be transmitted. Each transmitted subcarrier creates a cardinal sine function
spectrum with side lobes that result in overlapping spectra between subcarriers in the frequency
domain. The subcarriers are evenly spaced such that the peaks of individual subcarriers align
with the nulls of other subcarriers, with subcarrier frequency spacing denoted by AF. This or-

thogonality allows for the symbols to be received without interference in both time and frequency
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Frequency range | u | AF =2#.15 kHz | N ji%’;mme leyor:lsb('ls
0|15 1 14

FR1 1130 2 14
2160 4 12 or 14
3 | 120 8 14

FR2 4 1 240 16 14

Table 2.1: Multi-numerology parameters in 5G

domains.

To implement an OFDM transmitter, an Inverse Fast Fourier Transform (IFFT) is used with
a size of N, where N represents the total number of subcarriers that can be transmitted. A subset
of these subcarriers is selected to carry Nc QAM symbols for transmission, and these subcarriers
are known as the allocated subcarriers. The Nc QAM symbols are fed to the corresponding input
of the IFFT, while the remaining subcarriers are set to zero. After the IFFT is performed, a
time domain signal consisting of N samples is obtained. A CP of length Lcp is then inserted
before the first samples by copying the last Lcp samples of the obtained time domain signal.
The resulting time domain signal is composed of Lcp + N samples, representing the OFDM
symbol. These steps are repeated for each OFDM symbol to be transmitted.

Multi-numerology is a key technology in 5G networks that enables them to handle various
applications and services, such as low-latency or high-bandwidth communications. It achieves
this by providing flexibility in the choice of the OFDM waveform parameters, which can be
adapted to the propagation environment. These parameters primarily depend on the selected
frequency range, where 5G networks operate on two different frequency bands: sub-6 GHz (FR1)
and Millimeter-Wave (mmWave) (FR2).

Sub-6 GHz operates within a frequency range of 410 MHz to 6 GHz, while mmWave operates
above 24 GHz. Although mmWave provides high bandwidth capacity, its coverage is limited
due to the high frequency and low penetration through obstacles. Among the configurable
parameters, the CP length and the subcarrier spacing AF are crucial. The latter can be selected
from a set of values, such as {15* | u =0, 1,..,4} kHz, as defined in the standard [21].

This flexibility in parameter selection offers a more adaptable frame structure that can be
customized according to the chosen numerology as shown in Figure 2.1. The 5G frame structure

comprises 10 subframes, each lasting 1 ms. The number of slots in each subframe (N jfgjﬁmme)

symbols
Nslot

and the number of symbols per slot ( ) depend on the selected numerology. Table 2.1
presents the specific values of these parameters for each numerology.

To transmit an OFDM symbol, each sample is sent at a sampling frequency F, which allows
us to determine the duration of one OFDM symbol, given by T = (N + LCP)/F, seconds where
Fy is measured in Hz. The subcarrier frequency spacing AF, which determines the BW used,
is given by Af = Fg/N Hz. Thus, for a given number of subcarriers N¢, the total BW used is
NcAf Hz.

In 5G, the choice of parameters depends on the selected numerology and BW. Table 2.2
presents the 5G set of parameters for the first numerology (u = 0) Af = 15 kHz. Unlike
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Figure 2.1: 5G frame structure.

4G/LTE, where the minimum size of an RB covers 12 consecutive subcarriers over a subframe
duration, 5G RBs are defined only by the same BW definition; their duration is not fixed, as
shown in Table 2.1.

From Table 2.2, we determine the effective BW in 5G using the expression N.Af = 12NrpAf,
where Ngp is the number of allocated RBs. However, the BW configuration only specifies the
OFDM parameters to be used for transmission within the available BW. Due to the introduc-
tion of a GB to limit out-of-band radiation, the effective BW obtained is always less than the
available BW in 5G. For instance, when the 5 MHz BW configuration is used, a maximum of
25 Resource Blocks (RBs) (i.e. 300 subcarriers) are allocated, and since the subcarriers are
spaced by AF = 15 kHz, the resulting effective BW is 4.5 MHz.

After the OFDM symbol is generated, the resulting baseband signal is sent to the Radio
Frequency (RF) interface, which consists of several components. First, the digital baseband
signal is converted to the analog domain using a DAC. Then, an analog filter is used to minimize
the OOBPL. Next, a High Power Amplifier (HPA) is employed to amplify the power of the signal.
A frequency mixer is used to shift the baseband signal to the desired carrier frequency. Finally,
the signal is converted into radio waves by the antenna.

The radio waves are transmitted through the channel, but the ideal propagation scenario
is only achievable in Line of Sight (LoS) conditions where the signal travels directly from the
transmitter antenna to the receiver antenna. However, in practical wireless communications,
the channel environment is more complicated and involves the reflection or diffraction of the
signal by various obstacles, such as buildings, trees, and vehicles. This results in the creation of
multiple paths, each with its own propagation delay, amplitude, and phase distortion. Therefore,
if we denote the transmitted OFDM signal as s, the channel impulse response as &, and the delay
spread as 7 (which is the difference between the arrival time of the earliest and latest significant

multipath components), then the signal received at a specific time ¢, denoted by r(7), is the sum
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BW configuration (MHz) 5 10 15 20
Fs (M) 7.68 | 15.36 | 23.04 | 30.72
IFF'T size M 512 | 1024 | 1536 | 2048
Number of available RB 25 52 79 106
CP length 36 72 108 144
Effective bandwidth (MHz) | 4.5 | 9.37 | 14.22 | 19.08

Table 2.2: 5G set of parameters for some available configurations considering the first numerology
(u =15 kHz)

of the signals carried by each of these paths as shown below:

r(t) = —/OT h(t)s(t —7)dr (2.1)

Following the RF interface, the received signal r, represented by r(k) in the discrete domain
(where k represents the sample number), can be expressed as the convolution of the transmitted
signal s with the channel impulse response & as follows

Lps—1
rtk) = > (T s ((k=DTy) +w(k), (2.2)
1=0

where Ty = 1/F; is the sampling time, and Lpg is 7 in samples. A noise term w is added due to
the imperfection of electronic components and residual RF interferences. The multipath channel
may introduce Inter-Symbol Interference (ISI), however, the CP acts as a guard interval and
helps to avoid ISI if 7 is shorter than the CP duration. The CP also facilitates equalization
since it converts the linear convolution introduced by the channel at the FFT input to a circular
convolution. The received OFDM symbol is demodulated by applying the dual operation of the
transmitter, which involves removing the CP and applying a FFT of size N. Therefore, with H
being the frequency response of the channel, S the transmitted QAM symbols, and the W the
noise term, the symbols at the output of the FF'T module can be expressed mathematically as

follows:

Y(m) = H(m)S(m) + W(m) (2.3)

Finally, the equalized symbols S(m) are obtained by using a simple per-subcarrier equalizer

applied on the received signal Y as follows:

S(m) = C(m)Y (m) (2.4)

with C(m) being the equalizer coefficient at subcarrier m. One way to express C(m) is 1/H (m)
when using the Zero-Forcing (ZF) equalizer. Another option is to use the coefficients of the Min-
imum Mean Square Error (MMSE) equalizer, which aims to reduce the squared mean of the
noise-induced errors. In this case, we have:

H*(m)

Com) = THmIP +7

(2.5)
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where ||H(m)||? = H(m)H*(m) represents the absolute value of H(m), and n is defined as
the reciprocal of the Signal-to-Noise Ratio (SNR) when using an Additive White Gaussian
Noise (AWGN). However, computing the coefficients of the MMSE equalizer involves estimating
the SNR beforehand, which introduces additional complexity and may lead to approximation
errors that could hinder its effectiveness.

OFDM has several attractive features that make it a viable solution for the eUMBB scenario.
These include its orthogonality in both time and frequency domains, which enables it to be highly
robust against multipath channel conditions, as well as its ease of implementation using FFT
and its ability to apply per-subcarrier equalization.

However, with the emergence of multiple new services and requirements in the beyond 5G

and 6G systems, will OFDM be capable of effectively addressing all the challenges that arise?

2.1.2 Massive machine communications

MMC can be regarded as a component of MTC [22]. Its corresponding 3GPP term is massive
MTC (mMTC). It pertains to the deployment of a large number of sensors or actors throughout
a landscape, all requiring access to a wireless network. This scenario is commonly known as IoT.

Smart metering, natural ecosystem monitoring, remote maintenance/control, and remote
diagnostics are some typical use cases for MMC. It is commonly assumed that communication
in MMC is primarily unidirectional, with uplink communication being the dominant mode [23].
The transmission is sporadic and involves relatively small packets per connection, resulting in
a low required data rate of around 1 kb/s to 10 kb/s per device. However, the user density in
MMC is much higher than what is typically assumed for eUMBB services. In this regard, it
is estimated that the number of connected devices in 6G will grow three-fold compared to the
current generation [23]. Such a massive number of devices needing to communicate within a
single cell goes beyond 5G system capability [24]. Additionally, sensors in MMC have limited
hardware resources and must operate on long battery life [17], so the complexity and energy
consumption of hardware implementation for modulation techniques must be kept to a minimum.

To minimize energy consumption in the scenario of MMC involving a large number of devices,
it is important to minimize the signaling overhead introduced by the synchronization procedure.
Therefore, the ideal transmission scheme for MMC should follow these steps to minimize energy

consumption:
1. The sensor/UE wakes up from sleep mode.
2. It transmits the data to the BS.
3. It returns to sleep mode.

Achieving this ideal transmission scheme is difficult in practice since it requires support
for asynchronous communications where there is no prior synchronization with the BS. This
means that the relative delays between the received user signals are random and can be higher

than the symbol duration, making it unsuitable for OFDM modulation which relies on strict
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Figure 2.2: Example of MCC service.

orthogonality between users. An alternative solution is synchronizing each sensor with the BS
using downlink reference signals. However, since each user is located at different distances
from the BS, they can have different propagation delays. This results in the received signals
sharing the same time base overlapping at the BS, leading to time misalignment and potential
interference across all users. Figure 2.2 illustrates an example where two devices, identified as
UE1 and UE2, transmit an OFDM signal through their corresponding channels with propagation
delays of 71 and 7o, respectively. The use of a CP allows the received data of each device to
be perfectly recovered if the TO between devices At is lower than the CP duration T¢p, which
occurs when Tcp > |11 — 12|. To achieve this, a circular shift operation must be applied to the
OFDM symbol for each device. This operation is efficiently implemented after the FFT, in the
frequency domain, using a simple Linear Phase Rotation (LPR) operation.

However, if At > Tcp, the processing window at the BS for some devices will not be aligned
with the OFDM symbol (including CP) for demodulation. This means that part of the next
(or previous) OFDM symbol will be included in the processing window. Therefore, devices
with a TO higher than the CP duration will suffer from severe performance loss because the
processing window at the BS will not be aligned with the OFDM symbol for demodulation. As
a result, orthogonality is lost, and devices occupying adjacent subcarriers introduce Inter-User
Interference (IUI), even if they are perfectly synchronized.

In 5G, the Timing Advance (TA) mechanism is used to solve this issue. The BS estimates
the relative propagation delay of each device and transmits this information back to the corre-
sponding device. At the next uplink transmission, each device applies a delay such that all the
signals received by the BS are correctly aligned in time. Since the TA mechanism involves a
feedback transmission, it corresponds to a closed-loop synchronization technique.

The main problem with the TA mechanism is the significant amount of required signaling,
especially when a device is in motion and the TA value needs to be updated. This results
in increased power consumption due to the frequent re-transmission of TA values through the
downlink channel. As a result, a less strict synchronization approach is necessary for MMC.

Open-loop synchronization is a technique where each device is synchronized in time with
the BS without any feedback information transmitted to the device. Therefore, the relative TO
between devices must be estimated and compensated for at the BS.

One possible approach to estimate the TO value, is to use CE techniques to evaluate
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the Channel Impulse Response (CIR) between the BS and each device, and then estimate
the corresponding propagation delay. The BS can then apply a common TO correction for
all received signals, based on the estimated propagation delays. This approach can reduce the
signaling overhead associated with the TA mechanism since it does not require any feedback
information from the devices.

However, open-loop synchronization has its own challenges. For example, the accuracy of
the TO correction depends on the accuracy of the CE, which can be affected by various factors
such as fading and interference. In addition, since the compensation of TO is applied at the
receiver, it can introduce additional processing delay, which can affect the overall system latency.

An alternative possible approach to deal with the TO issue in OFDM is to increase the
duration of the CP through multi-numerology so that it can accommodate any propagation
delay. However, in a multi-user uplink scenario, users face different channels, hence experience
different effects of frequency selectivity. Therefore, the user suffering the most from selectivity
determines the required target CP length for all users sharing the same received OFDM symbol
slot. However, this yields a SE loss since the other users do not require such a long CP length.
Furthermore, any attempt to adapt the CP length to each user’s channel condition leads to
interference and performance degradation for the subset of users suffering from longer delay
spread channels. Therefore, a compromise between interference-limited performance and SE
needs to be set for OFDM. Thus, alternative modulation techniques may need to be considered

to support open-loop synchronization while maintaining high data rates and energy efficiency.

2.1.3 Mission critical communications

MCC is a type of MTC that requires wireless connectivity with very low latency and high
reliability for transmitting sensor and actor messages between communication partners [25].
The 3GPP term for this is URLLC. In the context of 6G, eURLLC refers to the evolution of
concepts already present in the definition of URLLC in 5G. MCC is used in various applications
such as factory automation, vital sign monitoring, and safety and security applications like video
surveillance.

The flexibility offered by the multi-numerology in 5G copes with such applications that
require ultra-low-latency. In contrast to 4G, where the latency, related to the Time Transmission
Interval (TTI), is fixed at 1 ms [26], 5G introduces the use of specific numerology for each
unitary signal, enabling variable latency ranging from 1 to 0.125 ms. This flexibility allows
for the transmission of composite signals comprising multiple unitary ones sharing contiguous
sub-bands within a common band, as depicted in Figure 2.3.

Looking ahead to 6G, the expected latency is 100 times less than that in 5G, reaching
0.01 ms for specific applications [5]. However, the minimum achievable latency in 5G is still
0.125 ms, without considering propagation delay, hardware latency, and re-transmission mech-
anisms. Consequently, the overall end-to-end communication latency in 5G is higher than 0.01
ms [5], making it difficult to fulfill the MCC latency requirement in 6G. As a result, 5G cannot

support time-critical applications which require instantaneous communication with negligible
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Figure 2.3: Example of different services employing distinct numerology.

latency such as autonomous driving or real-time healthcare assistance, as their required delay
falls below 0.1 ms.

In addition to the aforementioned considerations, multi-numerology signals suffer from Inter-
Numerology Interference (INI) due to the loss of orthogonality between neighboring signals that
do not share the same numerology. The issue of INI in multi-numerology OFDM-based systems
has been extensively studied, and various techniques have been proposed to reduce INT [27,
28]. One of the most common techniques involves inserting GBs between sub-bands at the
cost of SE [29]. For instance, reference [30] shows that up to 300 kHz of guard-band (20
subcarriers) must be inserted between two users to obtain a Packet Error Rate (PER) of 1077.
This corresponds to the case where one user has a typical subcarrier spacing of AF = 15 kHz,
while the second has AF = 60 kHz, both using a convolution Forward Error Correction (FEC)
code with 1/2 Coding Rate (CR) and a 64-QAM constellation. An alternative solution to address
the SE issue, data subcarriers can be inserted within the GB, with their indices chosen according
to a limited increase of INI [31]. Other methods include the windowed-OFDM scheme to mitigate
INT along with an iterative algorithm at the receiver side to cancel remaining interference, or
pre-equalization at the transmitter side when the transmitted data is known [27] at the cost
of high complexity. Furthermore, the authors in [32] propose power scheduling or scheduling
managed by machine learning algorithms to reduce INI. Unfortunately, all of the aforementioned
techniques present some drawbacks, they either suffer from high complexity or SE loss and are
only based on OFDM systems. Therefore, alternative modulation techniques may be required

to support mixed-numerology systems for low-latency communications for 6G MCC.
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2.1.4 Vehicular-to-anything communication

The V2X service refers to communications between two vehicles, also known as V2V, or between
a vehicle and infrastructure, also known as V2I. V2X is part of intelligent transportation sys-
tems and includes use-cases with high-speed nodes [33]. V2V communications provides several
benefits, including reducing traffic accidents, improving traffic efficiency, and enabling new ap-
plications [34]. The technical requirements for V2X are often combined with those of other 6G
services, such as MCC and eUMBB. Composite services are created by combining more than one
core service, such as pay-as-you-drive, which combines V2X with MCC, and infotainment [35],
which combines V2X with eUMBB.

The 5G-NR V2X system provides improved performance and advanced services compared
to 4G/LTE, but this is achieved by investing more in spectral and hardware resources while
maintaining the underlying mechanisms and system architectures of 4G/LTE-based V2X [36].
As the number of autonomous vehicles increases, there will be a surge in communications devices
and digital applications to enable intelligent autonomous vehicles, as well as emerging services
ranging from 3-D displays to immersive entertainment, which will pose new communication
challenges to the V2X network [6,36]. All of these advances are expected to push the capacity
limits of existing wireless networks, requiring a significant paradigm shift towards more versatile
and diversified network approaches.

The upcoming 6G wireless communications network aims to combine terrestrial and non-
terrestrial communication networks and is expected to enable genuinely intelligent and ubiqui-
tous V2X systems with enhanced reliability, security, extremely high data rates, and adaptive
learning capabilities. Furthermore, the 6G wireless communication network is envisioned to
provide ultra-reliable high-rate V2X communications in high-mobility environments, where con-
nected vehicles and high-speed trains are moving at speeds of 1000 km/h or even higher [37,38].
However, such high speeds are not supported by the current 5G standard, where the mobility
limit is considered to be 500 km/h [39]. Consequently, high speeds can cause a significantly
reduced channel coherence time, resulting in rapidly time-varying vehicular channel fading coef-
ficients. While OFDM is commonly used for high-rate transmissions in 4G/LTE and 5G NR, it
is sensitive to the Doppler effect, which can hinder multicarrier orthogonality and increase Inter-
Carrier Interference (ICI) and ISI. Consequently, the complexity of the OFDM receiver is greatly
increased to cope with such challenges. Moreover, the orthogonality between users is compro-
mised since the amplitude peaks and the zeros of the cardinal sine pulse conveyed by each
subcarrier are frequency-shifted. Again, novel advanced multicarrier waveforms are required to

cope with these scenario-specific drawbacks in 6G V2X communications.

2.1.5 5G Quadriga channel

The Quasi Deterministic Radio Channel Generator (QuaDRiGa) [40] is a simulation platform
that is recommended by the 3GPP standardization organization for use in 5G-and-beyond wire-

less communication systems. It is a complete geometry-based 3D stochastic channel model that
extends the WINNER II/WINNER+ [41] and 3GPP-3D models and incorporates many features
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included in the Spatial Channel Model (SCM) and WINNER channel models, as well as some
novel modeling approaches.

The modeling approaches used in QuaDRiGa provide features that make the multilink track-
ing of users accurate and qualitative in changing environments. To obtain different channels,
QuaDRiGa randomly determines channel parameters, such as the delay/angle spread and Cross-
Polarization Ratio (XPR), based on real-world measurements extracted from statistical distri-
butions.

QuaDRiGa is capable of supporting arbitrary carrier frequencies from 0.45 to 100 GHz with
up to 1 GHz radio frequency bandwidth. The simulation platform allows for the continuous
time evolution of channel parameters, such as time delay, power, angle, shadow fading, and the
Ricean K-factor through the positions of the scattering clusters and users.

When it comes to user mobility, the user track is divided into multiple segments, and the
length of each segment is linked to the decorrelation distances of the Large-Scale Parameters
(LSPs). In each segment, a scenario (e.g., LoS or Non Line of Sight (NLOS)) is assigned, the LSPs
vary steadily, and the Wide-Sense Stationary (WSS) condition is satisfied. The segments are
then combined into a continuous channel. The spatially correlated modeling of LSPs in the LoS
and NLOS scenarios is determined by the Sum-Of-Sinusoids (SOS) approach to simulate a

Gaussian random process to ensure the spatial consistency of Small-Scale Parameters (SSPs).

Procedure to generate channel coefficients and delays

The input variables such as network layout, terminal trajectories, antenna patterns, and the
propagation scenario are required for generating the channel coefficients and delays. The Mobile
Terminal (MT) trajectory is split into segments. A segment can be seen as an interval in which
the LSPs do not change considerably. Hence, after the computation of the LSPs for each MT,
the channel traces are generated independently for each segment following the summarized

procedure below:

1. Determination of the initial delay and path angles of each Multi-Path Component (MPC)
for each MT separately.

2. Definition of the power for each MPC.

3. Application of the K-factor, delay spread, and angular spreads. The channel coefficients

are then calculated by updating the initial characterization parameters.
4. Drifting of delays, angles, and phases over a short segment in case of mobility.
5. Computation of polarized channel coefficients using the Jones calculus [42]

6. Recalculation and application of the LSPs to the channel coefficient because the LSPs such

as the K-factor will change with the movements of the user.

Finally, each segment of the user’s trajectory is combined into a continuous channel. A
smooth transition between segments is made through the birth-death procedure of clusters.

More details of the QuaDRiGa modeling process can be found in [40].
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2.2 Post-OFDM waveforms

In recent years, several waveforms have been studied as potential alternatives for OFDM in
the context of 6G. These include FBMC/OQAM, UF-OFDM, F-OFDM, and OTFS. In this
doctoral research, the focus has primarily been on investigating FBMC/OQAM, which involves
adding a subcarrier filtering stage to OFDM. This section will provide a technical explanation
of the FBMC/OQAM waveform, as well as an introduction to the few aforementioned promising

waveforms under consideration.

2.2.1 UF-OFDM waveform

The initial name given to the UF-OFDM modulation was Universal Filtered Multi-Carrier
(UFMC). This modulation technique separates complex information-carrying samples into mul-
tiple subbands, with each subband comprising Q subcarriers. These samples may originate from
a QAM constellation. The number of subbands that can be used is limited to a maximum of
LN/Q], where N represents the total number of subcarriers and | x| denotes the largest integer
less than or equal to x. To suppress the secondary lobes of each subband, a filter of length
L samples is used to independently filter each subband [43]. The filtered subbands are then
combined to form the UF-OFDM symbol, which comprises N + L — 1 samples.

The operating principle of the UF-OFDM transmitter is depicted in Figure 2.4, which in-

volves the following steps:

1. Complex information samples are mapped to their corresponding subcarrier indexes within
each subband.

2. An IFFT of size N is conducted for each allocated subband.
3. A linear convolution operation is performed for each subband for the filtering stage.

4. All filtered subband signals are combined through a summation operation, producing a

UF-OFDM symbol.

The aforementioned steps must be repeated for each UF-OFDM symbol. It is important to note
that UF-OFDM symbols lack a CP [43], however, a slight data rate loss is observed due to the
ramp-up and ramp-down transition of the subband filtering. Indeed, if the filter length is L,
then L — 1 additional samples are added to the N time-domain samples carrying information.
Typically, the filter length is designed to produce an equivalent data rate loss to the CP in
OFDM, with L = Lep + 1.

In contrast, the implementation of the UF-OFDM receiver differs from that of its transmit-

ter [44] and comprises the following steps:
1. The N + L — 1 samples constituting the received UF-OFDM symbol are isolated.

2. N — L +1 zeros are appended to the end of the isolated samples, yielding a signal of 2N

samples.
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Figure 2.4: Tustration of UF-OFDM transmitter.

3. An FFT of size 2N is applied to the zero-padded signal to obtain the frequency domain

signal.

4. The odd FFT output indexes are discarded (down-sampling by 2) to keep the even indexes

where the main lobe of each transmitted subcarrier is concentrated.

The frequency-domain signal obtained in the previous step can be subjected to the same
types of processing techniques as those used in OFDM, including equalization.

It is possible to apply a windowing operation to the time-domain samples between steps 2
and 3 prior to computing the FFT in UF-OFDM. Although this step is optional according to [44],
it is highly recommended since it can improve the performance of the UF-OFDM receiver in
case of relaxed synchronization as stated in [45]. Compared to the standard OFDM receiver, the
UF-OFDM receiver requires a larger FFT size, which slightly increases its complexity. However,
due to the fact that N — L + 1 input samples of the FFT are zero-valued and half of its outputs
are discarded, there are redundant operations. In fact, it has been demonstrated in [33] that
the FFT size can be reduced to N, the same size as used in the OFDM receiver, thus avoiding
the need for zero-padding the N + L — 1 received UF-OFDM symbol samples. Indeed, rather
than using zero-padding on the N + L — 1 samples of the received UF-OFDM symbol, the last
L — 1 samples can be combined with the first L — 1 samples. If a windowing operation is to be
employed, it should be done prior to this step. The resulting N samples can then be directly
computed using a FFT of size N. As a result, the UF-OFDM receiver has nearly the same
complexity as the OFDM receiver.

The primary drawback of the UF-OFDM waveform resides in its increased susceptibility to
frequency selective fading. This is due to the use of subband filtering instead of per-subcarrier
filtering. As a result, when a subcarrier in a subband experiences fading, the corresponding data
symbol carried by that subcarrier is destroyed or potentially lost. Additionally, since the data
symbols within the subband are filtered collectively, the filter also distorts the remaining data

symbols in the same subband, leading to the occurrence of ISI.
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Figure 2.5: Transformation from TF to DD domain.

2.2.2 F-OFDM

F-OFDM, as described in [46], is a promising candidate waveform for beyond 5G. It employs
subband filtering, similar to UF-OFDM, but there are some significant differences. First, F-
OFDM incorporates a CP of length Lcp. Second, the subband filter length L exceeds the
CP length. The impulse response coefficients of this filter are devised to concentrate most
of the energy on Lcp samples to avoid severe ISI. Moreover, the filter is designed to have a
flat frequency response over the supported subband bandwidth. The third difference is the
use of a matched filter on the receiver side. F-OFDM has shown promising results in relaxed
synchronization scenarios. Nevertheless, its complexity, particularly on the transmitter side, is

an issue that needs to be addressed.

2.2.3 OTFS

OTFS modulation was proposed by Hadani et al. in WCNC’2017 [47] as a multiplexing scheme
suited for doubly-selective channels. Unlike conventional modulation techniques such as OFDM,
OTFS modulates information bits in the Delay-Doppler (DD) domain instead of the Time-
Frequency (TF) domain. The key idea behind OTFS is to use a transformation that establishes
a relationship between the wireless channel and the information symbols in the DD domain. This
transformation is achieved using the Symplectic Finite Fourier Transform (SFFT) as shown in
Figure 2.5. This enables OTFS to multiplex information symbols effectively in the DD domain
using localized pulses as basis functions. This approach results in greater resilience to DD shifts
caused by the channel.

Figure 2.6 portrays the block diagram of the OTFS transceiver. To transmit information
bits x, M x N classic Amplitude Phase Modulation (APM) symbols are used, where M represents
the number of subcarriers, and N is the size of time slots. After operating the 2-D ISFFT, the

DD x symbols are transformed to a 2-D TF symbols as follows
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where xi ; is an element of x.

Next, Heisenberg transform and a 2-D windowing are applied for the DD symbols as below

N-1M-1

S(l) = Z Z Umngtx(t - nT)ejQHmAf(t—nT) (27)

n=0 m=0

where g;, is the impulse response of the transmit filter.

After that, the signal s(¢) will be transmitted over the time-variant channel as shown below

r(t) = '// h(t,v)s(t —1)e/>™ =T drdy (2.8)
along with
P
h(r,v) = > 6 (1 =) 8 (v = vi) (2.9)
i=1

where P is the total number of paths, 7; and v; are the path delay and Doppler shift of the i’”
path.
At the receiver side, the Wigner transform is initially applied to the received signal, followed

by SFF'T for signal recovery as follows

Youn = [ / gi (1 —T)r(r)e 2 i=Tyg, (2.10)

7=nT,v=mAf

5 S s

2n (=57
Vil = —— ne ! (2.11)
NM =5 +

OTFS offers several advantages, such as managing high Doppler effects [48] and supporting
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mMIMO [49, 50]. However, in the presence of a time-variant channel, OTFS experiences ISI
and ICI, as mentioned in [51]. Moreover, the conventional data detection methods proposed for
OTFS, including MMSE, Maximum Likelihood (ML), and Message Passing (MP) are known for
their effectiveness in mitigating the impact of high Doppler effects, however, they suffer from
high computational complexity due to the large size of the Delay-Doppler matrix [51].

In particular, traditional detectors designed for the classic OFDM system, which rely on
single-tap frequency-domain channel equalization, may not be suitable for OTFS. A basic
matched filter receiver, as described in [52], fails to adequately suppress interference caused
by ISI and ICI in OTFS. Two types of receivers are commonly considered: Linear Receivers
(LRx) and Non-Linear Receivers (NLRx). NLRx, like that in [53] and [54], offer performance
close to ML but are computationally complex due to their iterative structure. On the other
hand, LRx have simpler structures but exhibit relatively poorer performance compared to NLRx.
Despite their linear processing requiring matrix inversion and multiplication, LRx still pose a
computational burden on OTFS due to the large time-frequency grid size.

The Linear Minimum Mean Square Error (LMMSE) receiver is recognized for its interference
cancellation capabilities [55,56]. However, directly implementing the LMMSE receiver results
in computational complexity on the order of O(M>N3). Indeed, when M and N are in the order
of hundreds, the complexity of the LMMSE receiver becomes excessively large.

Therefore, the current study items list for OTFS waveforms is still large and extensive
research is needed to design detection schemes that offer less complexity while maintaining good

performance.

2.2.4 FBMC/OQAM waveform

FBMC emerged as a candidate waveform to OFDM largely thanks to the results provided by
the PHYDYAS project [57]. In FBMC waveform, a filter-bank applying a PF is introduced to
effectively pulse-shape the transmitted signal over each subcarrier. It plays a significant role in
controlling the amount of transmit power carried by the secondary pulse lobes. This provides
greater flexibility for managing the OOBPL at the cost of added complexity at the transmitter
and receiver sides. Also, this represents a major difference with respect to the rectangular pulse-
shaping of OFDM [58]. The absence of a CP is another difference to OFDM that can lead to
improved SE at the cost of more complex equalizer schemes.

Traditionally, two distinct FBMC transceiver implementation types with different levels
of complexity and performance were proposed in the literature: Poly-Phase Network (PPN)-
based [59] and Frequency Spread (FS)-based [60]. The first is usually employed at the transmit-
ter side due to its lower complexity [61]. On the other hand, the FS implementation is mostly
adopted at the receiver side thanks to its low-complexity equalization process [62,63].

Fig. 2.7a depicts the PPN-based implementation. To support orthogonality in the real
domain, OQAM processing is introduced [64]. First, the real and imaginary components of
the QAM signal must be separated as shown in Fig. 2.7a. After phase rotation, the imaginary
component is time delayed by half of the duration of a FBMC symbol. This is followed by
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Figure 2.7: Overall original FBMC system illustration: (a) PPN-based FBMC transmitter im-
plementation, (b) PPN and FS-based receiver implementations.

a size-M IFFT. A PPN processing is implemented next, where the IFFT output is replicated
K —1 times, with K being the overlapping factor. After, a windowing operation is applied using
the impulse response of the PF having a length of L = KM. Finally, the resulting components
are summed up to provide the transmit signal. As shown in Fig. 2.7a, the transmitted FBMC
symbols overlap in time, hence the FBMC signal is not made up of successive and separate block
symbols.

To use a low-complexity subcarrier-based equalizer at the receiver side, the filtering stage
was moved into the frequency domain for the FS implementation. As depicted in Fig. 2.7b,
both receiver-side implementations apply dual operations with respect to the ones performed
by the transmitter. For the PPN-based implementation, the operations must be performed in
the following order: PPN, FFT of size M, and OQAM demapper. The FS-FBMC receiver first
applies an FFT of size KM on the received signal containing the FBMC symbol to demodulate,
comparatively increasing its complexity. This is followed by a filtering stage in the frequency
domain. Finally, the recovered pulse amplitude modulated symbols are obtained by extracting
the real part of the quadrature phase rotated and down-sampled signal.

The rest of the section provides a mathematical background of the PPN-FBMC transceiver
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and the FS-FBMC receiver.

2.2.4.1 Poly-Phase Network-FBMC transceiver

If M is the total number of available subcarriers and a,(m) the Pulse-Amplitude Modulated
(PAM) symbol at subcarrier index m and time slot n, then the baseband signal s(k) can be

mathematically expressed as follows:

+00

sthy= ) g(k—n%)xn(k) (2.12)
M-1 .
xn(k) = Z(—l)"man(m)%(m)eﬂ”ﬁ (2.13)
m=0

where ¢, (m) = """ is the quadrature phase rotation term to preserve the orthogonality in
the real filed, g is the impulse response of the PF, with g(I) =0 when [ ¢ [0,L—1] and L = KM
where K is the overlapping factor.

The receiver-side implementation involves performing dual operations with respect to the
transmitter. Consequently, if r represents the received signal, then the recovered PAM symbols
d,(m) can be expressed as follows:

K-1

un(m) = " gk +IM)r (k+%(21+n)) (2.14)
=0
M-1 .
Un(m) = Ca(m) > up(m)e™ 5 (2.15)
k=0
an(m) = R (¢, (m)Uy (m)) (2.16)

where the superscript '+’ represents the complex conjugate operation, and C,(m) is the ZF

equalizer coefficient used to compensate for the impairments introduced by the channel.

2.2.4.2 Frequency Spread receiver

As mentioned previously, the FS-FBMC implementation is typically performed at the receiver
side thanks to its advantages in terms of complexity and equalization efficiency [62,63]. The

FS-FBMC receiver implementation illustrated in Figure 2.7b can be described mathematically

as follows:
= M o
X, (m) = C,(m) Z r (k + ng) e T km (2.17)
k=0
L1
Ya(m) = > G()Xu(m = 1) (2.18)
%

dn(m) = R (Y, (Km)g,(m)) (2.19)



Chapter 2. Beyond 5G and post-OFDM waveform candidates 35

where G is the frequency response of the PF. The FS-FBMC implementation may initially
appear complex. However, due to the frequency localization of the PF G, it contains many zero
coefficients. As a result, the PF G can be truncated to have Ng coefficients and equation (2.18)

becomes:

A-1
Ya(m)(k) = > G(1)Xu(m —1) (220)
I=—A

where A = (Ng — 1)/2 with Ng being an odd number.

2.3 Limitations and recent advances of FBMC/OAM systems:
Short PF design and equalizers

The overlapping factor K of the PF has a significant impact on the complexity of the FBMC
transceiver. The most known PFs are the long Isotropic Orthogonal Transform Algorithm [65]
[66] [67], and the long Martin, Mirabassi, Bellange (MMB4) PFs. The latter has an overlapping
factor of K = 4 times larger than an OFDM symbol and is the most adopted in the literature [68]
[69] [70] [71]. The MMB4 PF is highly localized in the frequency domain since the interference
is limited to only one adjacent subcarrier. Nevertheless, it is highly advantageous to have K as
low as possible, specifically when K = 1. This enables various benefits, including the support
for short frame sizes that facilitate low-latency communication and the reduction of transmitter
power consumption. On the other hand, there are limitations to using short PFs, and recent
research advancements have been made to overcome these drawbacks [13]. The subsequent
sections will provide further discussion on these topics. For clarity, filter configurations with
K > 1 will be referred to as long filters, while filters with a duration equal to one OFDM symbol

will be referred to as short filters.

2.3.1 Relevant short PFs

We present in this section some relevant short PFs including, the Time Frequency Localization
1 (TFL1), the Quadrature Mirror Filter 1 (QMF1), and the Near Perfect Reconstruction 1
(NPR1).

2.3.1.1 TFL1

The TFL1 PF is widely recognized as one of the prominent short PF designs in the literature [72].
It offers both time and frequency localization for FBMC modulation. It has already been
successfully integrated into hardware platforms [73]. The analytical expression for the TFL1
PF [74] can be expressed as follows:

g(k) = %(1 CX) ot + 21 (ﬂ - 1) (/31 + 4/32t2) (2.21)
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Figure 2.8: Comparison of considered PFs: (a) impulse response, (b) truncation impact on
near-perfect reconstruction property.
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2.3.1.2 QMF1

The QMF1 PF [75] was adapted for use in FBMC, resulting in a modified version known as
Lapped-OFDM modulation [76]. Its corresponding analytical expression is:

g(k) = sin(%) (2.22)

2.3.1.3 NPR1

Lately, by inverting the time and frequency axes of the filter-bank impulse response of the MMB4
PF [57], the NPR1 short PF was proposed in [12] with a high time localization since the inter-
ference is limited to only adjacent FBMC symbols (see Fig. 2.8a). Its corresponding analytical

expression is:

2
glk)y=41-2 Z Pg4(I) cos (M)
=0 M
P, (0) = 0.564447 (2.23)

Py(1) = —0.066754
P4(2) = 0.002300
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The obtained SIR for the proposed NPR1 PF is 73 dB [12], which is of the same order
of magnitude as for the MMB4 PF (70 dB) [57] corroborating the near-perfect reconstruction
property of the NPR1 PF.

To improve the appeal of the short PF-based FBMC systems, the complexity of the FS
receiver should be further reduced. Truncating the PF frequency response is one way to achieve
this aim as discussed in Section 2.2.4.2. However, this aggravates the penalty of the non-perfect
reconstruction at the receiver side, degrading performance. Therefore, a suitable compromise
between complexity and performance should be targeted.

The 5G system error vector magnitude requirement for a reliable communication is 3.5% for
a 256-QAM [21], which corresponds to a SIR of 30 dB. Therefore, each system block should
achieve a larger SIR to adhere to the aforementioned overall system requirement. A residual
SIR of 55 dB after truncation should be sufficient to avoid further degradation stemming from
channel and hardware impairments. Fig. 2.8b evaluates the effect of the number of non-zero
filter coefficients on the SIR for various short PFs. The NPRI1 filter requires only 7 non-zero
coefficients for a target SIR of 55 dB, as opposed to the 31 and 41 required coefficients by the
other short PFs. Hence, the NPRI1 filter offers a better compromise between complexity and
performance. Furthermore, it shows improved robustness to CFOs and TOs [12]. Added to its
comparatively reduced OOBPL [12], these advantages advocate for the use of the NPR1 PF.

2.3.2 Motivation for using short PF with FBMC
2.3.2.1 Efficient channel estimation

The introduction of OQAM for FBMC complicates the adoption of certain techniques supported
by OFDM. We can mention here specific techniques related to CE: the use of scattered pilot
patterns and the nature of the pilot values. Indeed, the transmitted pilots should be real-valued
to prevent interference with the transmitted data. However, the received signal is still corrupted
by imaginary-valued interference due to transmitted data on adjacent subcarriers.

To estimate the Channel Frequency Response (CFR), Successive Interference Cancellation
(SIC) methods like those proposed in [77] can be used. This requires the introduction of iter-
ative CE using FEC techniques. Hence, the resulting complexity is highly increased. Another
approach, called the Interference Approximation Method (IAM), utilizes a block-type PS. TAM
exploits the interference caused by adjacent data symbols and allows for power recovery, which
improves estimation accuracy. However, IAM is susceptible to high PAPR and nonlinear distor-
tions caused by HPAs. Nonetheless, IAM is applicable only in flat fading channels and may not
perform well in other channel conditions.

In fact, FBMC can use complex-valued pilots. These latter should be shielded from inter-
ference. This can be done by keeping the neighboring FBMC subcarrier positions vacant or
inactive at the cost of a data rate loss. However, for short PFs, where just one FBMC symbol
is required as a guard interval to properly shield the pilots, the rate loss is negligible compared
to long PFs. This makes short PFs more suitable than long PFs for CE techniques employing
block-type PS.
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2.3.2.2 Low computational complexity

Explained in Section 2.2.4.1, the PPN processing is heavily dependent upon the PF length since
the applied processing involves the filtering stage. From the PPN processing, we can conclude
that the windowing operation applies 2KM real multiplications per FBMC symbol, assuming
that the impulse response of the PF is typically real-valued. Additionally, the summation
operation requires 2KM real additions.

We recall that the overlapping factor of the PF is denoted as K = L/M. For long PFs,
K = 4, while for short PFs, K = 1. Naturally, the computational complexity is significantly
reduced for short PFs compared to long PFs. Specifically, the number of real multiplications
is divided by 4. This lower computational complexity implies the potential for lower power
consumption. Considering the F'S implementation, an IFFT of size KM is required. Nonetheless,
by utilizing a short PF, the IFF'T size can be decreased to M, resulting in a significant reduction
in complexity [78].

These general conclusions regarding the complexity analysis are also applicable at the re-
ceiver. However, no accurate complexity values can be put forward without considering other
essential processing units such as the equalizer and without comparing the achieved performance

of both short and long PFs under the relevant transmission scenario.

2.3.2.3 High energy efficiency

Multi-carrier modulations are typically susceptible to non-linear distortions due to their PAPR [79].
For instance, the distortion caused by the non-linearity of the HPA can degrade the Bit-Error
Rate (BER) performance. To reduce the PAPR in OFDM systems, a precoder applying the DFT
to QAM symbols can be used before their allocation to subcarriers. However, since orthogonal-
ity is restricted to the real domain for FBMC/OQAM, a different precoder is required. In this
case, the Discrete Cosine Transform (DCT) can be employed. Nevertheless, other techniques
are available [80,81].

Fig. 2.9 depicts the Complementary Cumulative Distribution Function (CCDF) of OFDM
and FBMC/OQAM signals with and without precoding. The choice of the PF has a negligible
impact on the PAPR for FBMC/OQAM systems without precoding, as shown in the figure.
However, compared to OFDM, the PAPR of the FBMC/OQAM signal is slightly increased due
to the presence of a ramp-up and ramp-down at the beginning and end of the frame [82].

All precoded signals exhibit a significant reduction in PAPR compared to their non-precoded
counterparts. However, the efficiency of the precoding technique in FBMC/OQAM depends on
the choice of the PF. Employing a long PF results in a larger PAPR than a short one, even when
the same precoder is used. This is because precoding techniques are typically applied to each
FBMC symbol independently, while the FBMC symbols overlap before transmission through
the channel and the number of overlapping symbols increases with the filter length. Since short
PFs can achieve lower PAPR, higher power efficiency can be obtained when compared to long
PFs.
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Figure 2.9: CCDF comparison between the considered receivers with and without precoding.

2.3.2.4 Support of short frame sizes for low-latency communication

One of the main challenges of using FBMC/OQAM with long PFs is the significant ramp-up
and ramp-down at the beginning and end of each transmitted frame [46]. This poses a problem
for FBMC/OQAM in supporting low-latency communications required in scenarios like MCC.

To address this concern, several solutions have been proposed in the literature. One simple
approach is to truncate the PF impulse response for the first and last transmitted symbols [83].
This technique is easy to implement and does not incur additional complexity. However, trun-
cating the impulse response can increase the OOBPL due to sharp transitions. To mitigate this,
a windowing operation can be applied instead of hard truncation, smoothing the transition us-
ing coefficients obtained for instance from a raised-cosine function [84]. However, this technique
compromises orthogonality and introduces interference, with higher interference levels as more
filter coeflicients are truncated.

Another technique proposed to reduce the filter transition is the transmission of virtual
symbols [49]. These additional FBMC symbols are transmitted before the first and after the
last symbols in a frame and do not contain any information. They are designed to suppress the
ramp-up and ramp-down transitions of the PF. Subsequently, the first and last samples of the
frame, which are nearly zero-valued, can be truncated or windowed. However, this technique
increases complexity, requiring additional real addition and multiplication operations. Indeed, it
was evaluated that at least 36% more real addition operations and 14% more real multiplication
operations are required [85].

In conclusion, efficiently supporting short-frame sizes with long PFs remains an open issue.
However, this is not the case for short PFs, since their duration is divided by 4 compared to long
PFs with K = 4, resulting in reduced computational requirements in terms of real multiplication

operations.
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Figure 2.10: Next-generation overlap-save FBMC receiver development: (a) original FBMC
receiver augmented with the time-domain equalizer [87], (b) Intermediate stage of the FBMC-
OS receiver development (¢) FBMC-OS receiver, (d) FBMC-OSB receiver.

2.3.2.5 Limitations of short PFs

Despite the aforementioned advantages, several open issues still need to be addressed. The first
resides in lower robustness to TOs since, for long PFs, the signal information is replicated and
transmitted during a longer period of time. The second is lower robustness to long delay spread
channels [86]. In fact, system performance is highly dependent upon the ratio between the
channel delay spread and the PF length [12]. Hence, long PFs offer improved robustness in this
regard. However, these problems were tackled through advanced receiver techniques as shown

in the next section.

2.3.3 Relevant FBMC receivers

Two main advantages motivate the introduction of advanced receiver techniques: improved
robustness to long delay spread channels and TOs up to the support of asynchronous commu-

nications.
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2.3.3.1 Time domain equalizer

Improved robustness is achieved by the introduction of a time-domain equalizer prior to the
original FBMC receiver [87] as shown in Fig. 2.10a. Although system performance is improved
compared to a conventional FS-FBMC receiver, the resulting complexity is prohibitive for prac-
tical applications due to the required computation of several FFT blocks. Nevertheless, when
coupled with a short PF and a FS implementation, it is possible to significantly reduce its
complexity [13]. The OS algorithm can be used to decompose and simplify the time-domain
equalizer, efficiently performing fast convolution. This leads to the Overlap-Save FBMC receiver

design, explained next.

2.3.3.2 Overlap-Save FBMC receivers

First, the IFFT of size N is decomposed by its decimation in time to obtain several IFFTs of
size L = KM followed by a radix-2 stage as shown in Fig. 2.10b. The number of IFFTs is equal
to Ny = N/L. Next, the summation of the selected radix-2 stage is moved after the FBMC
receiver to obtain Nyrp FBMC receivers before the final summation stage. In fact, the LPR
terms of the radix-2 stage can be seen as a frequency shift and can be incorporated into the
PF coefficients. Thus, both are shifted to the frequency domain after the FFT. As a result, the
multiplications before FFT become circular convolutions. Hence, all IFFTs and FF'Ts of size L
can be simplified as marked by the red-dotted lines. Fig. 2.10c shows the final structure of the
FBMC-OS receiver for SISO transmissions, where the equalizer is directly integrated into the
FBMC receiver, largely reducing complexity.

Despite this major step forward, the complexity of the proposed OS receiver is still dominated
by the FFT size N. The latter depends on the up-sampling factor Nyr which provides a
compromise between system performance and complexity. Indeed, the factor Nyp represents
the number of FBMC symbols considered for processing only one FBMC symbol. As a means to
achieve several trade-off levels between performance and complexity, it was proposed to flexibly
modify the number of FBMC symbols Ny to be processed simultaneously by the receiver as
shown in Fig. 2.10d. The newly introduced parameter Ny is related to the up-sampling factor

Nyr as follows

Ng+1
5

Indeed, an FFT of size N = NyrpM is computed only once per block regardless of the value of Ny,

Nyr =

which significantly reduces complexity. The rest, however, is computed for each FBMC symbol
as depicted in Fig. 2.10d. This receiver type is denoted by Overlap-Save Block (OSB).

One of the most interesting results is that the FBMC-OS receiver can support asynchronous
communications when short PFs are employed, while the OSB-FBMC receiver supports relaxed
synchronization [13]. When facing multipath channel conditions with long delay spreads, it is
shown that both FBMC-OS and FBMC-OSB receivers achieve similar BER performance com-
pared to the FS-FBMC receiver with the MMB4 long PF while outperforming OFDM [13].
Considering the additional advantages brought by the proposed contributions in [13], the limi-



Chapter 2. Beyond 5G and post-OFDM waveform candidates 42

tations of FBMC with short PFs cited in section 2.3.2.5 were overcome.

2.4 Open issues

While considerable improvements were achieved by the aforementioned contributions, several
research challenges and study item opportunities are still to be tackled when targeting 6G

applications.

2.4.1 Increasing the spectral efficiency

The radio spectrum resource is of fundamental importance for wireless communications, espe-
cially since it is becoming scarce [88] [21]. In fact, future wireless networks are expected to face
worsening congestion levels than nowadays [89]. Therefore, enhancing SE becomes crucial for
the development of beyond 5G wireless communication systems. Multi-carrier systems, such
as OFDM and FBMC/OQAM, divide the available frequency spectrum into multiple subcar-
riers to transmit data simultaneously. However, the efficient allocation of these subcarriers is
essential to maximize the utilization of the limited spectrum resources. Improving SE in multi-
carrier systems enables higher data rates, improved system capacity, and increased network
throughput. This is particularly significant in modern wireless communication scenarios with
the ever-increasing demand for high-speed data transmission. Furthermore, enhancing SE fa-
cilitates better coexistence and interference mitigation in MU environments, enabling multiple
users to share the same frequency band while maintaining high-quality communication. Con-
sequently, continuous research and development efforts focus on advancing modulation schemes
and intelligent interference management techniques to enhance the SE of multi-carrier systems.

These efforts aim to meet the growing demands of today’s data-intensive applications.

2.4.2 Massive MIMO support

The 6G cellular network is expected to offer higher spectral and energy efficiencies with reduced
latency, hence achieving an improved Quality of Service (QoS) compared to the 5G [90]. Fully
exploiting mMIMO systems where the BS is equipped with a large number of antennas and serves
several users simultaneously represents one of the promising solutions to address part of these
requirements [14, 15]. Indeed, mMIMO is already considered as one of the main technologies
for 5G networks since MU interference can be rendered relatively negligible by increasing the
number of BS antennas [91].

In contrast to OFDM, the OQAM-based FBMC adopts real symbols since the orthogonality
holds in the real field only [92]. The resulting intrinsic interference renders the association of
FBMC with mMIMO systems challenging [93]. Hence, it is not always possible to extend the
existing analysis of OFDM-based mMIMO systems to that of the mMIMO-FBMC systems. Thus
the performance of FBMC-based mMIMO systems calls for a meticulous evaluation considering
the chosen system parameters. Indeed, the prior art on FBMC-based mMIMO being still in

its early stages, these systems require careful examination and investigation before drawing
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definitive conclusions.

2.4.3 Improving the accuracy of channel estimation

To concretely achieve the promising advantages of mMIMO, accurate CE is necessary. Addi-
tionally, satisfying the constraints of future wireless networks in terms of reliability and latency
calls for the use of precise CE techniques with minimal training overhead, particularly in MU
situations. A salient drawback of FBMC/OQAM signals is that only real-field orthogonality
can be kept, leading to the intrinsic imaginary interference being a barrier for high-performance
CE. This advocates for devising specific sophisticated CE techniques devised for FBMC.
Existing CE methods proposed for FBMC primarily rely on the IAM introduced in [94], which
assumes a flat gain approximation for the channel response over each subcarrier band. IAM is a
frequency domain technique and requires the maximum channel delay spread to be significantly
smaller than the symbol interval. Consequently, IAM produces inaccurate channel estimates
when this condition is not met. To address this issue, time domain CE techniques were proposed
in [95] [96]. In [95] and [97], authors propose time domain CE techniques that employ guard
symbols to separate pilots from different users. However, this approach leads to a SE loss,
which is undesirable when the number of users increases. An alternative time domain CE
method for FBMC, as well as its extension to mMIMO channels, was proposed in [98] and
further investigated in [96]. This method involves transmitting pilots for each user on all the
subcarriers, with the users’ pilots multiplexed in the code domain to enable sharing of the same
time-frequency resources for CE. However, this solution requires a significant computational
load at the receiver to demultiplex channel responses from different users based on their code
sequences. Unfortunately, these prior solutions are either limited to frequency flat channels at
the subcarrier level, require high complexity, or suffer from poor SE, especially in multi-user
scenarios. In this regard, alternative PSs and CE approaches must be explored to address the

aforementioned drawbacks.

2.5 Summary

This chapter represents an introduction to the scientific background related to the contributions
presented in subsequent chapters of the PhD work. Initially, we discussed the principles of
OFDM, which is commonly used in the conventional eMBB service of 5G. Subsequently, we
delved into the specific new requirements anticipated in 6G scenarios, namely eMMC, MCC,
and V2X communications. We highlighted the limitations of OFDM modulation in meeting
these requirements. For eMMC, where the uplink is dominant, relaxation of the synchronization
procedure is necessary to reduce signaling overhead. However, OFDM cannot accommodate
such relaxed synchronization if the resulting TOs exceed the CP duration. In MCC, the use
of mixed numerology can help reduce communication latency, but OFDM faces limitations due
to its low spectral confinement, necessitating a large number of subcarriers as GBs to mitigate

interference. In V2X, high mobility is a critical requirement, including vehicle speeds beyond



Chapter 2. Beyond 5G and post-OFDM waveform candidates 44

what OFDM in 5G can support. In this context, OFDM introduces significant ICI, compromising
orthogonality between users. Consequently, alternative modulation techniques are required to
efficiently overcome the specific limitations posed by these scenarios.

This was followed by a technical description of the FBMC/OQAM waveform in addition to a
brief survey of other promising waveform candidates for beyond 5G. The chapter concluded with
a detailed analysis aimed at highlighting the benefits of using short PFs for the FBMC/OQAM
waveform including, support for low-latency communications, low computational complexity,
high energy efficiency, and efficient block-based CE. However, the limitations associated with
the use of short PFs were also summarized. Despite these limitations, recent advancements per-
taining to the FBMC/OQAM waveform were discussed along with open issues. The subsequent

chapters propose original contributions to overcome the remaining open issues.



Chapter 3

Novel transmission technique for

multi-carrier waveforms

A crucial element of cellular communication networks is the achievable SE. Indeed, motivated by
the continuous growth in mobile data traffic in wireless networks, improving SE has represented
one of the key goals of the 3GPP along several generations of communication standards. In
this context, a novel transmission scheme denoted as MCO is proposed in this chapter. The
proposed scheme is based on intentionally overlapping the subcarriers of adjacent users consid-
ering two state-of-the-art waveforms: the OFDM and the FBMC/OQAM. We investigate the
achievable SE improvement of the proposed transmission scheme in the presence and absence
of TO impairments under the 5G QuaDRiGa channel.

The chapter starts by introducing the existing techniques for SE enhancement in the litera-
ture. Next, the novel transmission scheme is proposed. Finally, several performance metrics are

evaluated and compared to illustrate the benefits of the proposed contribution.

45
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3.1 Relevant SE enhancement techniques

In the literature, techniques known as “Partially Overlapping” (PO) have been introduced tak-
ing into account both the waveform and the network. A systematic model for PO is presented
in [99], which demonstrates that the use of overlapped channels can improve spectrum utiliza-
tion. In [100], the potential benefits of PO are studied, showing that it can lead to greater
flexibility in resource allocation and result in up to a 100% increase in overall network capac-
ity compared to conventional design. Additionally, [101] proposes channel allocation and link
scheduling algorithms for partially overlapped channels at the MAC layer.

Besides of these approaches, the Nyquist pulse-shaping criterion emphasizes the orthogonal-
ity of signals to avoid ISI. However, applying this criterion sets major constraints since it requires
a minimum distance to be respected between neighboring symbols in time and frequency, which
reduces SE. To enhance SE while maintaining the orthogonality condition, one method is to
increase the constellation order. However, high-order constellations are more susceptible to non-
linear effects. At this point, one can raise an important question: For a given data rate, is
1t possible to reduce the minimum distance between neighboring symbols in time and frequency
below the limits specified by the Nyquist criterion to increase the capacity? In fact, loosening
the orthogonality condition is a different technique to increase the SE of low-order modula-
tions. These relevant existing methods for improving SE can be classified into two categories:
non-overlapping and overlapping enhancement techniques. The rest of the section provides a

background on these techniques.

3.1.1 Non-overlapping techniques

One of the well-known SE enhancement techniques that loosen the orthogonality condition is
the Faster-Than-Nyquist (FTN) signaling approach [102,103]. It reduces the spacing between
two adjacent pulses in the time domain considerably below the Nyquist rate. Therefore, con-
trolled ISI is introduced.

3.1.1.1 Faster than Nyquist signaling approach

The conventional technique of using Nyquist pulses to transmit data through a channel with
a BW of W = (1/2T) Hz is well-established and eliminates ISI. The received pulse train can be

therefore expressed as follows:

No
u(t) =VE Z a,g(t—nT) (3.1)

n=N1

where n is the time index, a, is the transmitted data on the n'" index, E is the energy of the

data sequence, T is the symbol duration, along with the Nyquist pulse g given by

_ sin(mt/T)

g(1) (x1/T)

(3.2)
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(a) Nyquist transmission (b) FTN transmission

Figure 3.1: Illustration of Nyquist and FTN transmission, with T = 1: (a) e =1, (b) € = 0.82.

When dealing with AWGN with a two-sided spectral density of Ny/2, the optimal detector will

have a Probability of Error (Pe) given as follows:

2VE
P, = 3.3
e V2No (3:3)
along with
1 2 1 X
O(x) = —/ eV 2dy = = erfc — 3.4
V27T X Y 2 \/§ ( )

where erfc denotes the complementary error function.

Assume that (3.1) is transmitted and the achieved performance from (3.3) surpasses the
target error rate of the system. Omne possibility to increase the SE would be to trade this
improvement in error rate for SE. For instance, a Pe of 1075 or 10~7 can be potentially achieved
when a Pe of 107® would be sufficient. Therefore, is it possible to trade some of the extra
achieved performance through transmitting the signal (which may have a lower error rate than
necessary) for an increased data rate? To do this, FTN considers replacing the value of T with a
smaller value 7" < T in equation (3.1), while keeping the transmitted power the same. Therefore,

the FTN signalling which was proposed initially in [104] can be expressed as follows:

u(t) = VEe Z ang(t —neT), withO0<e<1 (3.5)
n=-o0o
where € is the squeezing factor and T’ = €T.
The difference between Nyquist (¢ = 1) and FTN transmission (€ = 0.82) using sinc pulses
with transmitted data {1,1,1,-1,1} is illustrated in Figure 3.1. ISI is not observed when € is
equal to 1. However, if we decrease € to 0.82, we can observe the presence of ISI as depicted in

Figure 3.1b. Since the symbol duration for FTN signaling is only 0.82T, the data rate will be
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approximately 1.22 times that of the Nyquist rate. This results in a 22% increase in data rate.

In fact, the introduced ISI in FTN systems must be effectively addressed to obtain such
promising results and ensure good error performance. As a result, considerable effort has been
devoted to developing advanced equalization and detection algorithms for the receiver side.
For instance, a new M-algorithm has been proposed in [105], which uses low-complexity turbo
equalization to handle severe ISI caused by coded FTN signaling. The resulting FTN turbo
equalizer can provide up to 4 dB energy savings and 35% BW reduction compared to binary
orthogonal signaling. However, it may not be applicable in all scenarios due to its limited
performance under severe channel conditions.

A new method called lo-minimization has been proposed in [106] for recovering uncoded
binary symbols in FTN signaling with a better trade-off between signal recovery accuracy and
computational complexity than successive interference cancellation in [107]. However, it may not
be practical for systems with higher-order modulation due to its high computational complexity.
In [108], a multi-band architecture called block-SEFDM and an FFT-based soft detector have
been analyzed for uncoded systems. However, it may also require complex hardware implemen-
tation, limiting their applicability in practical systems. The authors in [109] proposed a trans-
mission technique that combines precoded FTN and OFDM with OQAM. Their approach, called
sparse interference pre-cancellation, focuses on reducing interference caused by FTN signaling at
the transmitter. To enhance receiver performance, they suggested additional improvements to
the channel encoder, including modifications to the bit-to-symbol mapping and the mapping of
symbols to time-frequency positions. Single-Carrier with Frequency-Domain Equalization (SC-
FDE) using FTN signaling has been proposed for higher spectrum efficiency in [110]. However,
its performance can be severely affected by deep fading and poor channel conditions, requir-
ing additional techniques such as Diversity Combining (DC) Hybrid Automatic Repeat-Request
(HARQ) [111]. Overall, while these techniques have shown promising results, their limitations
and drawbacks need to be carefully considered before their implementation in practical FTN
systems. Indeed, Nyquist’s first criterion has been widely applied in traditional communication
systems motivated by the limitations of hardware implementations caused by the complexity of

the ISI cancellation algorithms.

3.1.2 Methods based on overlapping

In addition to the aforementioned approach, SE enhancement based on overlapping techniques
has been studied in the literature. Relevant studies related to this approach include those in [112]
and [113] which will be discussed next.

3.1.2.1 High compaction multi-carrier modulation

The authors in [113] proposed a multi-carrier transmission scheme called High Compaction
Multi-Carrier Modulation (HC-MCM) to improve the SE of the OFDM waveform. HC-MCM is
primarily characterized by modulation indices of AFT < 1. It can easily attain a high transmis-

sion rate by arbitrarily overlapping the spectra of its subcarriers with a technique that involves
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x(0)

x(0),x(1), ..., x(K—1)

Figure 3.2: DFT-based HC-MCM transmitter.

truncating the transmitting signal with a rectangular window in the time domain. This is illus-
trated in Figure 3.2. To avoid frequency domain aliasing caused by the IFFT and interpolate
samples in the time domain, Ky zeros are padded to the subcarrier messages x(k) at the input of
the IFFT, and (K+Ky—M) samples are removed from the IFFT output. When all IFFT samples
are transmitted, the transmitter output y(#) matches the OFDM waveform. In the HC-MCM,
only a portion of the IFFT output samples (M out of K+Kj) are transmitted by truncating them
with a rectangular window function in the time domain. As a result, the bandwidth of each sub-
carrier becomes larger than in the OFDM system, allowing the signal waveform corresponding
to the spectrum illustrated in Figure 3.3 to be generated.

Figure 3.3b illustrates the spectrum of HC-MCM for a modulation index of AFXT = 1/4. The
transmission rate for this case is the same as that of OFDM illustrated in Figure 3.3a because
the bandwidth of each subcarrier is identical to that of OFDM, but the frequency spacing is
smaller (AF = 1/4T) than that of the OFDM. As a result, HC-MCM can achieve the same
transmission rate as OFDM with a narrower bandwidth. Figure 3.3c shows another type of
HC-MCM spectrum with the same modulation index as Figure 3.3b. In this case, the frequency
spacing is the same as that in OFDM. However, the transmission rate can be increased by a
factor of 4 compared to OFDM because each subcarrier has a larger bandwidth.

However, similarly to OFDM, the proposed multicarrier transmission scheme still suffers from
a high OOBPL, hence requiring GBs that waste spectrum resources. Moreover, it reveals to be
vulnerable to TO impairments which is expected to hinder its ability of managing/cancelling
the overlapping-induced interference. Furthermore, the work in [113] was limited to the study

of such a system under an AWGN channel, neglecting the effect of multipath.

3.1.2.2 Intentional-overlapping based on user-specific filters

As an alternative, the authors in [112] proposed a multicarrier transmission technique that
incorporates partial overlap between adjacent symbols in both the time and frequency domains
to take advantage of MU diversity and achieve higher SE. In fact, in MU scenarios, different users

may have channels with varying degrees of dispersion in time and frequency. To ensure that all
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Figure 3.3: Illustration of signal spectra of OFDM and HC-MCMs: (a) OFDM (AF xT = 1);
(b) HC-MCM, smaller AF compared to OFDM (AF xT =1/4) and (¢) HC-MCM, same AF as
OFDM (AF x T = 1/4).
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users have a desired SIR, conventional systems consider the user with the worst-case channel
and design the entire system accordingly. However, this results in an over-designed system
that unnecessarily protects users with low-dispersion channels. To address this issue, user-based
precautions that involve pulse shape filtering are proposed. Therefore, rather than a fixed PF, the
authors propose to employ user-specific filters to provide more flexibility in overlapping, which
reduces the BW needed to achieve the same data rate. The Filtered Multitone Modulation
(FMT) is employed with the Root-Raised-Cosine (RRC) filter. The parameter that makes
the RRC filter specific to the user is its roll-off factor @ which also determines its corresponding
time—frequency characteristic.

The mathematical representation of the transmitted signal at the baseband, incorporating N

subcarriers, can be expressed as follows:

o N-1
x(t): Z Zkagmk(t) (36)

m=—o00 k=0

where p,,.x () is the synthesis filter and X,,x is the complex symbol at the time index m and the

frequency index k, along with
8k (1) = pmi (t = mz,) e/>747070 (3.7)
Assuming linear time-varying wireless channel, the received signal is expressed as
yi(t) = //H,'(T, x(t —1)e’>™" dvdr (3.8)
dv

where H;(t,v) is the Fourier transform of the CIR of i’ user. The received symbol X,,; located
at frequency bin / and time index n can be obtained by projecting the received signal on the

analysis function g’ (¢) as follows:

(Vi (0), i (1)) 2 / Vi(0g (Ddi

(3.9)
= X Hpin + Z Xk Hnimk
(m,k)#(n,l)
where
Hypmk = //Hi(T, v) /gmk(t—r)g;l(t)eﬂ”w dr dvdr (3.10)
TJYV t
which captures the interference from the symbol (m, k) to the desired symbol (n, ).
The SIR can be expressed as y; = O'S2 i 0'12_, where
0'§’i = //S,-(T, MIA(t,v)|* dvdr (3.11)
T 4
and
0'12_ = Z //Si(T, V) |A (m7o + 7, kvg +v)|? dvdr (3.12)
! A%

(m,k)#(0,0)
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along with

A@0) = e [ e g e (3.13)
with p = kvot [114].
Note that the SIR is a function of not only vo,79, and H;(t, v) but also A, where A = [a1, @9, . .., am]’
and I' = [y1,7v2,... ,yM]T being the vectors for the users-specific roll-off factors and correspond-

ing SIRs. Hence, the authors maximize the SIR of the user in the worst case by finding optimum
roll-off factors for a given time interval and frequency spacing. This translates mathematically
as follows:

A = argmax{min(I")} (3.14)

The authors, however, simply considered an exponentially decaying channel in their simulations.
Therefore, the results may differ over more realistic channels. Moreover, the FMT modulation
is less BW efficient than other filtered multicarrier waveforms due to the roll-off factor of the
pulse-shaping filter. For all these reasons, considering other filtered multicarrier waveforms to

address these drawbacks reveals to be interesting in order to achieve the highest SE gain.

3.2 The proposed MCO transmission technique

3.2.1 Description of the proposed overlapping scheme

We consider a scenario where U users transmit data on different adjacent frequency bands (or
sub-bands). We propose to partially overlap adjacent sub-bands by fully overlapping a portion
of the corresponding subcarriers. This results in two possible types of overlap: two-sided (2S) or
one-sided (1S) overlap as shown in Figures 3.4a and 3.4b respectively. Therefore, if OL denotes
the number of overlapped subcarriers per user, and SB the number of subcarriers allocated for

each user, then the SE gain Ggg thanks to the overlap is

OL

GseoL =

It is crucial to select the appropriate scheme that results in a lower level of interference in
order to improve system performance. The overlap between adjacent data symbols located at
frequency bin p and time g can be used to calculate the induced interference J,(m) for the
data symbol at symbol n and frequency bin m. In fact, by taking the weighted sum of the
neighboring overlapped data symbols, denoted as dp.q(m + p) with the weights given by the
ambiguity function of the PF, denoted as Ag(7,u), we can compute

Ty = S dug(m+pa (- L (3.16)

(p,q)eQ* 2 M

along with

Ag(t,p) = ‘/_Jroo g (t+7/2)g:(t — 7/2)e? ™ dt (3.17)
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Figure 3.4: Illustration of the proposed overlapping transmission schemes with OL = 2.

where g, and g, are the transmit and receive PFs respectively, Q = [—co, +oo] [, 2], and

PRl
Q" = Q\(0,0).

Note that,

1, meQ,
dn(m) =
0, otherwise

where Q. is Q; for the 1S scheme (Figure 3.4b) and Q5 for the 2S scheme (Figure 3.4a), with
@ =[0,...0L-1]
Q=[0,...2-1]u[M-2, .. . M-1]

Therefore, the interference power o2 induced from overlapping by OL subcarriers can be com-

puted as follows:

o? = E[Ja(m)]

M 3.18
= X Ay o
(p.q)eQ*
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where m — p € Q.
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Figure 3.5: Interference power comparison of the proposed one-sided and double-sided trans-
mission schemes with CR = 1.

Hence, using (3.18) and by employing the NPR1 short PF [12], we compare in Figure 3.5
the interference power versus OL of the two proposed overlapping transmission schemes with
CR = 1. Since the NPR1 PF is highly localized in time, the interference is limited to only
adjacent FBMC symbols. Therefore, Q = [-1, 1]][[—%, %]] Both schemes display an increase
in interference level with OL, while the 2S overlapping suffers from a higher level of interference
than the 1S. Consequently, we chose the 1S scheme for the rest of the study. In this case, the
set of overlapped users is indexed by i. Therefore, the FBMC/OQAM transmit signal s(k) in

(4.2) will be modified as follows:

U o
s =230 " an(m = fu)gma(k) (3.19)

u=1 n=-co meF,

along with
7-74 = {fu’ ceeey fu +S8B - 1}
1+SB+0OL, ifi,q—-i,=0
Jur1 = fu =
SB, otherwise
where f, is the u'" user starting subcarrier index, and i, is the solution set index of the u'" user.
Similarly, the OFDM transmit signal s(k) considering the proposed overlapping transmission

scheme can be expressed mathematically as shown below

0= S antm - e (3.20)

u=1 n=—co meF,
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where a,(m) are the complex user’s transmitted symbols on the m’" subcarrier within the n’”

OFDM symbol, and Lcp is the cyclic prefix length.

3.2.2 Proposed MCO procedure for SE enhancement

OFDM is vulnerable to Adjacent Channel Interference (ACI) due to its low frequency localiza-
tion, necessitating the introduction of guard bands. The added guard bands reduce the data
rate and, therefore, the SE. Thanks to the introduced filtering stage, FBMC/OQAM is more ro-
bust against ACI. Therefore, overlapping-induced interference management can be more efficient
with the FBMC/OQAM waveform by exploiting its inherent advantage. The introduction of
channel coding can help combat interference. In what follows, we propose a step-by-step MCO

procedure for SE enhancement.

1. Selection of best tuple
If CRpy is the coding rate relevant to OL, and K the modulation order, the tuple
(CR*,K*,0L") should be chosen such that the ratio of the energy per bit to the spec-
tral noise density % is minimized for a target SE «a as

E

b
(CRHL, K™, OL") = argmin(55(CRoL, K, OL)). (3.21)

SE=«

2. Coding rate optimization

The CRy,, of the selected combination is optimized to maximize the SE for a target BER
=B at 5—'6 = vy. Target B and 7y values are issued from the non-overlapping case (OL = 0).

This translates mathematically as follows:

CR,, = argmax (SE(CR,K,0)). (3.22)
BER=(3,%b=y

3. Spectral efficiency gain

Eventually, the SE gain corresponding to the selected combination can be computed as

follows: )
CR,, —CRy,,

B (3.23)
CR,

GsEy, =

3.3 Application example

We first describe our simulation setup. Then, the performance of the FBMC-OS receiver using
the NPR1 short PF is compared to OFDM considering the proposed MCO transmission scheme.
In our simulations, the CSI is assumed to be perfectly estimated at the receiver side. Further-
more, the number of non-truncated filter coefficients is set to Ng = 7 for a SIR of 55 dB [12].
The total number of users is U = 4 where the transmit powers of all transmissions are equal and
normalized to 0 ABW. For the FBMC-OS receiver, Nyr is set to 4 leading to the FBMC-0OS4
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Parameters Value

Carrier frequency 3.5 GHz
Cyclic prefix 36

Channel model TDL-B
Channel type NLOS

Total number of subcarriers | 512 subcarriers
Sub-band size per user 128 subcarriers
Number of UE 4

BS height 25 m
Interleaver type Short-random
Modulation schemes 16QAM, 64QAM

Table 3.1: SISO simulation parameters

receiver notation. This choice represents a good compromise between system performance and
complexity.

At the receiver, one reference set of overlapped users was processed to simplify the perfor-
mance analysis and to reduce the simulation time. In Figures 3.4a and 3.4b, the set centered on

user u = 2 or u = 3 can be considered a reference.

3.3.1 Simulation setup

The Tapped Delay Line B (TDL-B) multipath 3GPP channel model is used for our simulations
considering a delay spread 7 of 1us. Chosen parameters follow the 5G standard [21]. The 5G
New Radio Low-Density Parity Check Code (LDPC) is used in our simulations [115] with base
graph 1. A short-random interleaver is considered rather than a long one since the interference

pattern is well-defined, allowing for lower latency. Simulation parameters are summarized in
Table 3.1.

3.3.2 Selection of the best tuple

We consider now (3.21) for selecting the best tuple of (CR*, K*, OL*) leading to the highest SE
gain. We plot in Figure 3.6 the required f,—l(’) versus OL for different tuples achieving the same
SE with the FBMC-0S, and OFDM receivers and a target BER of 1074

To achieve a target SE gain, we consider K = 4,16, and 64. For K = 4, the target SE is
not achievable by any tuple, since the CR cannot exceed 1. On the other hand, the target
BER is not achievable by any tuple when K = 64, and therefore its corresponding curve is not
shown in the figure. Therefore, we provide an in-depth analysis for K = 16. Regarding the
FBMC-0OS4 receiver, ]’f,—l(’) initially increases with OL. After OL = 4, it decreases until reaching
a minimum value of 15.8 dB at OL = 24 and CR = 1/2. The performance starts to degrade
after OL = 24, showing that the maximum value of OL for exhibiting the best performance is

24 subcarriers. Similar interpretation can be made when considering the OFDM receiver, where

5—1(’) starts increasing with OL until OL = 16, and then reaches a minimum value of 17 dB at
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Figure 3.6: Eb/NO vs OL of the considered receivers over the TDL-B 5G QuaDRiGa channel
for a target BER of 1074,
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Figure 3.7: BER performance comparison of the OS4;-FBMC and OFDM receivers over the
TDL-B 5G QuaDRiGa channel with different tuples achieving the same SE.

OL =24 and CR = 1/2. Note that FBMC can attain lower values of 5—% than OFDM for the
same value of OL thanks to its inherent capabilities to combat interference. To summarize, the
tuple (CR*,K*,0OL*) = (1/2, 16, 24) is selected for the rest of the work.

3.3.3 Simulation results over the 5G multipath channel

In order to provide a more detailed understanding of the efficiency of the proposed approach,
we also compare in Figure 4.3 the BER performance as a function of the Eb/NO of both the

OFDM and FBMC-0S, waveforms for the considered scenario. Several combinations of CRoy
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Figure 3.8: SE improvement capability for the proposed transmission technique for the OFDM
and FBMC-0OSy receiver over the TDL-B 5G QuaDRiGa channel, with OL = 24.

and OL (in number of subcarriers) are considered targeting the same SE with K* = 16.

When the subcarriers do not overlap (i.e., OL = 0) and a CR of 8/9 is used, both waveforms
exhibit the worst BER performance. Increasing the amount of overlap between subcarriers re-
sults in a higher degree of interference, making it necessary to reduce the CR while maintaining
the same SE. This, in turn, leads to a significant improvement in BER performance, as illus-
trated in the same figure for various combinations of OL values, specifically 12, 16, 20, and 24.
In particular, overlapping by 24 subcarriers yields the best performance, providing a gain of ap-
proximately 5.2 and 4 dB in Eb/NO for FBMC and OFDM, respectively. This finding confirms

the conclusions drawn in Section 3.3.2 from Figure 3.6.

3.3.4 Spectral efficiency gain

We use (3.22) to evaluate the SE gain of the best overlapping case of OL = 24 relative to the
non-overlapping scenario. Figure 3.8 depicts the BER performance for OL = 24 with increasing
CRa4 values. We determine the SE gain once the BER performance of both scenarios is nearly
identical for a target % (y = 21 dB). As shown in Figure 3.8, the curve corresponding to the
non-overlapping scenario intersects with the one corresponding to the overlapping scenario at
CR’24 = 3/5 for FBMC/OQAM and 14/25 for OFDM, resulting in a 20% and 12% SE gain
for FBMC/OQAM and OFDM, respectively. Therefore, FBMC/OQAM augmented with the
FBMC-OS receiver provides superior performance and a higher SE gain compared to OFDM.
An alternative and simple method to improve the SE could be to increase the modulation
order. Therefore, we compare in Figure 3.9 the BER performance with equal SEs of 64QAM with
non-overlapping subcarriers (i.e., OL = 0) and CR = 16/27 to that of 16QAM with CR = 8/9.
As depicted in the figure, 64QAM performs similarly to 16QAM for a target BER of 1074,

confirming the efficiency of our proposed transmission scheme to improve the SE.
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Figure 3.9: BER performance comparison of the OFDM and FBMC-OS, receiver over the TDL-
B 5G QuaDRiGa fading channel, with 16QAM and 64QAM modulation schemes, and same SE.
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Figure 3.10: BER performance comparison of the FBMC-OS; and OFDM receivers over the
TDL-B 5G QuaDRiGa fading channel in the presence of TOs, with OL = 24.

3.3.5 Effect of timing offsets

TO impairments occur when the transmitter and receiver windows are not aligned in time. It
is always the case in practice due to the channel-induced propagation delay. Therefore, it is im-
portant to investigate the robustness in terms of BER performance of the proposed transmission
technique and the two considered waveforms in the presence of TO impairments. Corresponding
results are plotted in Figure 3.10. Without overlapping, OFDM exhibits a high vulnerability

to TO impairments since it cannot support any TO value larger than half of its cyclic prefix
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duration. This vulnerability is worsened by overlapping. Indeed, considering the case that
corresponds to the highest SE gain (i.e., OL = 24 with CR = 14/25) for OFDM, a TO that
corresponds only to 5.56% of the CP duration was enough to severely degrade the performance,
leading to an irreducible error floor as depicted in Figure 3.10. On the contrary, FBMC aug-
mented by the OS receiver can support asynchronous communications as demonstrated in [13].
Thus, applying a much larger TO value that corresponds to 50% of the symbol duration shows
the same BER performance down to the target BER of 10™* with a slight performance degra-
dation for lower error rates (Eb/NO > 21 dB). This slight performance degradation is brought
on by the introduced change in the interference pattern due to TO impairments. This can
be, at least partly, compensated for by a suitable design of the interleaver located between the

waveform and the outer channel code.

3.4 Summary

In this chapter, we proposed a novel transmission scheme denoted by MCO for SE enhancement
considering the OFDM and FBMC/OQAM waveforms. The proposed MCO scheme intention-
ally overlaps the subcarriers of adjacent users, which allows for a higher data rate and improved
system efficiency. This comes at the cost of a high level of interference. To address this issue, we
propose to compile and optimize jointly the coding rate, the amount of overlapped subbands,
and the modulation order. Unlike prior works, to validate the proposed scheme, we conducted
simulations using a realistic channel model generated by QuaDRiGa. Therefore, while relying

on simulations, we have obtained the following results:

1. The FBMC transceiver outperforms OFDM over the TDL-B 5G QuaDRiGa channel while

confirming the targeted SE improvement by the proposal.

2. FBMC augmented by the OS4 receiver offers up to 66% higher SE gain compared to
OFDM.

3. The FBMC/OQAM waveform with the OS, receiver exhibits higher robustness against TO
compared to OFDM. With a TO reaching 50% of the symbol duration, the FBMC/OQAM

waveform with the OSy4 receiver outperforms the OFDM receiver even if it only undergoes
a TO of 5.56%.

Consequently, augmented by the OS-based receiver, the FBMC/OQAM waveform proves to
be a promising challenger for OFDM in future communication systems. However, in some 6G
applications, the SE gain obtained by employing the proposed MCO approach may not be
sufficient. Therefore, in the next chapter, we extend the FBMC-OS receivers to mMIMO systems
to fully exploit the potential of mMIMO technology for achieving even higher SE gain.



Chapter 4

Overlap-save FBMC receivers for
mMIMO systems

While the techniques explored in the previous chapter enhance SE, the achieved improvement
may not be enough for some 6G applications. To address this concern, exploiting large-scale
MIMO systems, which involve equipping the BS with numerous antennas and serving multiple
users simultaneously, represents a promising solution [14,15]. Due to its simplicity, robustness
to multipath channels and adoption in multiple standards, OFDM was first associated with
mMIMO [91] in the context of 5G systems. Despite the aforementioned advantages, it is well
known that OFDM is highly sensitive to CFOs since the latter leads to ICI [116,117]. Further-
more, the receiver needs to be finely synchronized in time to avoid TO impairments. However,
in some 6G-Internet of Things (IoT) applications, the signaling overhead due to hand-shaking
in the synchronization procedure, and for setting up the transmission must be minimized. This
is a key requirement prior to serving a large number of energy-constrained connected devices.
As potential solutions, relaxed synchronization and asynchronous communications were consid-
ered [118]. Unfortunately, supporting the aforementioned scenarios with OFDM is a challenging
task since it degrades the performance and increases receiver complexity.

FBMC/OQAM is one of the main waveforms that has been investigated in recent years
as an alternative to OFDM in the context of 5G. During the last years, several innovative
contributions were proposed at the transmitter and receiver sides related to FBMC/OQAM [12,
13]. At the transmitter side, a novel short PF for FBMC allowing for near perfect reconstruction
and having the same size as one OFDM symbol was proposed. At the receiver side, a novel
FBMC receiver technique suitable for short filters was proposed [13]. For that, a time-domain
equalizer based on OS algorithm (for fast convolution operation) is employed before the FBMC
demodulation. It was shown that both the time-domain equalizer and the FBMC receiver can be
merged in a unique structure due to the frequency localization of the filter, greatly reducing the
computational complexity. An alternative FBMC-OS scheme is derived, where FBMC symbols
are transmitted by block and demodulated all at once in the frequency domain, which further
reduces the complexity and enables efficient Alamouti-based MIMO support. The resulting

receiver largely improves the robustness against doubly dispersive channels for short filters and
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enables the support of asynchronous communications. The extension of these proposals and
their advantages to MU-mMIMO is not straightforward and therefore is tackled in this chapter.
The chapter presents in addition an in-depth analysis of the robustness against CFOs, TOs and
multi-path channel impairments of the proposed FBMC receivers in the context of MU-mMIMO
systems. Performance results are compared with OFDM and with a conventional FBMC/OQAM

system.
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4.1 Relevant multi-carrier transceivers in the context of massive
MIMO

We consider a MU-mMIMO setup, where there are U MTs and a BS. Each MT is equipped
with a single antenna. The BS is equipped with Ng, antennas and serves all U MTs in the cell
simultaneously. In what follows, relevant multi-carrier transceivers in the context of mMIMO

systems will be discussed.

4.1.1 OFDM transceiver

OFDM is the predominant modulation technique used in the mMIMO literature. The OFDM
transmitter for MU-mMIMO systems follows the one described in Section 2.1.1 for each user.
Note that all users modulated together in the mMIMO system are allocated the same frequency
subband. Consequently, the sample k of the OFDM signal, denoted s(k), can be expressed

mathematically as follows:

oo  Ss+N.—-1

U
sy =33 > an(m- )27 " ke [0, M + Lep —1]] (4.1)
u=1n=—co m=s
s represents the index of the first subcarrier of the allocated subband and a,(m) is the complex
user’s transmitted QAM symbol number m assigned to the subcarrier index m + s, at time index
n.

To demodulate the received signal and reconstruct the transmitted QAM symbols, the
OFDM receiver applies dual operations to the ones performed by the transmitter. In fact,
due to the increased dimension of large-scale MIMO systems, a low-complexity signal detection
algorithm is required. Low-complexity linear detection algorithms such as ZF perform near-
optimally if the number of antennas at the BS tends to infinity [119]. Indeed, if r; denotes
the received signal on antenna index j, it represents a combination of all the signals coming
from different users consisting of several OFDM symbols. Then a FFT of size N is required to
demodulate one OFDM symbol after eliminating the CP. The received signals from all users
are then separated by a ZF equalization stage having as equalization matrix the pseudo inverse
operator (.)* of the CFR C, (m) = H,,*(m) for the received symbol n at frequency bin m.

In fact, in MU-mMIMO systems, the expected performance gains can be largely hindered
by frequency and time synchronization errors between the users. Moreover, both the MU CFO
estimation and compensation problems [120] are quite different from those in conventional SU
communication systems [121]. Therefore, preserving orthogonality across subcarriers generally
requires resorting to computationally expensive techniques for mMIMO that may penalize be-
yond 5G system requirements in terms of throughput, energy efficiency, and latency [122]. More-
over, the orthogonality of preamble training sequences can be largely affected by TOs and/or
CFOs for OFDM systems, and hence penalizing the performance [123]. Hence, taking into ac-
count the aforementioned shortcomings of OFDM, and the stringent requirements of beyond 5G

systems, there has been a regain of interest in alternative waveforms designed to address OFDM
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drawbacks in order to fully benefit from mMIMO technologies.

4.1.2 FBMC transceiver

It was shown in [124] [125] that FBMC/OQAM represents an appealing alternative waveform to
OFDM thanks to its advantages in terms of resilience against synchronization errors, its very low
level of OOBPL and its higher BW efficiency by avoiding the introduction of a CP. Extending
such advantages to mMIMO would largely benefit the objective of satisfying the considerable
constraints of B5G systems. The PPN-FBMC receiver discussed in Section 2.2.4.1 is generally
adopted at the transmitter side in mMIMO systems due to its low computational complexity.

Therefore, in a MU scenario, equations (2.12), and (2.13) will be modified as follows:

+00

sty =Y g(k—n%)xn(k) (4.2)
with
M-1 e
xn (k) = > (=1)"an (m) g, (m)e™™ 3 (4.3)
m=0

where a, (m) € CV*! are the users’ PAM symbols at time slot n, subcarrier index m, and s (k)
e CY*1 ig a vector containing the transmitted signals of all users.

The use of FBMC in mMIMO systems was investigated in [126], with results obtained for
a sample set of channel responses generated using the IEEE802.16 broadband channel model
(SUI-4) [127]. Its so-called self-equalization property, which results in a channel flattening
effect, was revealed through simulations. In SISO transmissions, by using a large number of
subcarriers, FBMC takes advantage of the fact that while each subcarrier band is narrow, it has
an approximately flat gain and so suffers from a negligible level of ISI. However, in mMIMO
systems, channel distortion is smoothed. As a result, the requirement of adopting a large number
of subcarriers in FBMC systems is relaxed. This results in a lower complexity and latency caused
by the analysis and synthesis filter banks. Moreover its sensitivity to CFOs decreases due to
the increase in the subcarrier spacing Af. In [128] the authors propose a simple FBMC PF
design intended to eliminate antenna array correlation, allowing the system to reach arbitrarily
high SIR values when increasing the number of BS antennas. The authors have also shown that
there is a small difference (around 1.5 dB) between the SIR of CP-OFDM and PPN-FBMC
with their proposed modified PF. However, they simply considered a normalized exponentially
decaying channel in their simulations. Therefore, the SIR difference may get higher for more
realistic channels. In [129], the PPN-FBMC low complexity data detector was implemented at
the receiver side preceded by a frequency domain equalization for the received FBMC symbols.
However, it was shown that the FBMC waveform with this receiver is outperformed by OFDM
in the context of large-scale MIMO systems over the WINNER-Phase2 channel model due to
the PPN structure of the receiver. The prior-art on FBMC-based mMIMO being still in its
early stages, these systems require careful examination and investigation for being able to draw

definitive conclusions.
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Figure 4.1: FBMC/OQAM OS massive MIMO Receiver.

4.2 Proposed OS-based FBMC receivers in the context of mas-
sive MIMO

The FBMC-OS receiver was proposed for SISO transmissions in [13]. The basic principle of
the FBMC-OS receiver is to integrate an OS-based time-domain equalizer with FBMC de-
modulation. Associated with the NPR1 short PF, this receiver was shown to achieve improved
robustness against TOs and multipath channels with long delay spreads while reducing the com-
putational complexity in comparison to existing FBMC receivers found in the literature [13].
Actually, there is a lot of interest in using short PF with FBMC since it enables the support
of short frame sizes for low latency communication. This can significantly reduce the compu-
tational complexity, and higher power efficiency can be obtained when compared to long PFs.
Thus, implementing the OS-based FBMC receivers in the context of mMIMO becomes particu-

larly interesting.

4.2.1 Overlap-Save FBMC receiver with massive MIMO

Figure 4.2 depicts the FBMC-OS receiver in the context of mMIMO. Let Ng, be the number of
antennas deployed at the receiver side, and U be the total number of users. At the output m of
the size N = NypM FFT, the received signal R, ,,(j) at receiver antenna j, symbol index n, is

expressed as

N-
Rum(j) :Z (k+n—) oI R (4.4)

k=0

To ease notations, the received signal of all antennas can be combined into a vector R, (m) =
[Rn.m(1), ..., Rum(Ngrx)]. Note that R, (m) is a combination of all the signals coming from differ-
ent users consisting of several FBMC symbols. As for OFDM, MIMO equalization is performed
directly after FFT as X,, (m) = C,(m) X R, (m), where X, (m) is the equalized signal for all users,

and C, (m) € CV*NRrx is the ZF equalizer matrix at frequency bin m defined in Section 4.1.1.

Then, Nyr stages of circular convolution by the frequency shifted responses of the PF is per-

formed on X, (m), where Ny is an integer number referred to as the up-sampling factor used
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for the OS technique. Thus, the output of each filtering stage vector is
A
Ya(m,0)= )" Ge(p)Xa(€+(0m = p)Nur) (4.5)
p=—A

where A = (Ng — 1) /2, Ng denotes the number of non-truncated filter coefficients, and G is the

frequency shifted response of the PF that can be deduced from its impulse response g as follows:

M-1
Gelp) = ¢ F ) glhye 8 e (1.6
k=0

The Analysis Filter Bank (AFB) output Y, (m), m € [0, M — 1], is obtained by summing each

filtering stage vector outputs as follows:

Nyp-1
Ya(m)= > Yu(m,0) (4.7)
£=0
Finally, the transmitted data symbols d@,(m) of all users are recovered after extracting the real
part of the down-sampled (by K; K = 1 for short filters) and linear phase rotated ¢, filtering

stage outputs
dn(m) = R (Yu (Km)g,(m) (4.8)

4.2.2 Overlap-Save-Block FBMC receiver with massive MIMO

The FBMC-OSB receiver can be seen as an FBMC-OS receiver where the FFT is applied on a
block of FBMC symbols. Hence, only one FFT is required to process all symbols in a given block.
Furthermore, in the particular scenario of low mobility, it can be sufficiently accurate to assume
that the channel response remains static over a given block, which reduces the equalization
complexity. This is particularly interesting in mMIMO systems, as the equalization step is quite
complex. Indeed, through similar demodulation steps to FBMC-OS, at the output m of the
size N FFT, the received signal R, ,,.»(j) at receiver antenna j, symbol index n in a block b, is

expressed as
N= :2nkm
Ru.m.b(J) :Z (k+n—) e\ N (4.9)

Similarly, the equalized signal for all users X, p(m) is
Xup(m) = Cyp(m) X Ry p(m) (4.10)

where Cy p(m) € CUXNrx is C,(m) for a block b, and Rup(m) = [Rymp(1),.... Rnm,p(NRrx)] is a
combination of all the signals coming from different users consisting of several blocks of FBMC
symbols.

Hence, if @, p(m) is the recovered PAM symbol at block b and FBMC symbol n for all users, we
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have
() = R (Yo (Km) 83, (m) | (4.11)
where Y, (m) is the AFB output expressed as
Nyg-1

A
Yo (m) = D Ge(p)Xup(Km—p,0) (4.12)
=0 p=-A

and Nypr is chosen so that it is the lowest possible integer value of [1 + NQ*I; 1-| considering that

the FFT size must be superior or equal to the block size Nj.

4.3 The proposed analytical study

In this section, we derive analytical SIR expressions in the presence of CFO and TO, as well as
an analytical expression for the SIR saturation level in an asymptotic regime (i.e. as the number
of antennas Ng at the BS tends to infinity) for each of the proposed receivers in the context of
MU-mMIMO. Therefore, the relationship between the transmitted symbols and the recovered

symbols must be established in order to get an explicit form of the analytical SIR expression.

4.3.1 Timing offsets
4.3.1.1 Overlap-save FBMC receiver

The robustness of the FBMC-OSy,,,. receiver to TO can be proved analytically by considering
the time domain equalizer in [16] with MU-mMIMO and disregarding multi-path. Hence, the

frequency domain equalized signal for all users is

N-1
Xu(m) = Cu(m) x > r(k+ n—) eI (4.13)
N—— ~———

k=0
\ﬁ,___/
c CUXI c CUXNR

e CNRXI

Adapting the previous equation in the presence of TO of [; samples, we have

2nkm

N-1 M .
X, (m) =C,(m)Cro(m) Z r (k +1y +n?) e’ N
k=0

N1 y ) (4.14)
2n(k+ly)m
=C,(m) x Z r (k +1y4 +n—) e i TN
2
k=0
.2ntml g
where Cro(m) =e '™~ and N’ = NygM.
By applying the following change of variable k = k + [4, then
N+ld—l M onk
Xn(m) =Cp(m) X Z r(k+n§) e N (4.15)

k=lg
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Suppose that [z > 0, then (4.15) becomes

N M - 2nk fg=l M M - 2nk
Xp(m) =C,(m) X Zr k+n—|e ' N +Z rlk+N+n—|-rlk+n—||xe ' N
2 2 2
k=0 k=0
(4.16)
At the output of the OS time-domain equalizer, we have
Nt . 2mz(k+lg)
xn(k)= > Xn(m)e'™ ¥
m=0 (4.17)
=cp(k) XA
where k € [0, M — 1], [o = Pue DM
M M M
A= r(k+lo+n?)+l'lld(k+lo)>< (r (k+N+lo+En) —r(k+lo+3n))] (4.18)

and

k, k<xandx>0
,(k) = (4.19)
0, k>xorx<0

By making another change of variable k = k + [y, then (5.27) becomes

xn(k) =cn(k) x |r (k + n%) + I(k) (4.20)

——
Interfering signal

(s a) o )

The lowest possible value of [y is % for Nyr = 2. Moreover, when l; < lp, then II;,(k) = 0.

where k € [lg,lp+ M — 1], and

I(k) =11;,(k)

When -y < Iy < 0, the same conclusion can be obtained through similar development. Hence,
this confirms that the OSp,,.-FBMC receiver is insensitive to TO lower than 50% of the symbol

duration for all Nyg > 2.

4.3.1.2 Overlap-save-block FBMC receiver

Let’s also consider the OS time domain equalizer in [16] but applied to a block of FBMC symbols
with mMIMO. Adapting equation (4.13) but with a block b, the frequency domain equalized
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signal for a block b and all users will be

N-1
_i27rkm
Xpu(m) = Cpp(m)x 3 ry(k) W (4.21)
—_— — =0 —
e cUx1 e CUXNR e CNRrX1

Actually, in the presence of TO for an OSB receiever, only the first or last FBMC symbol is
affected by interference. Hence, adapting the previous equation in the presence of TO and by

considering only the first FBMC symbol (n = 0), we have

N-1

- 2nkm
Xp,0(m) = Cp o(m) X Cro(m) Z rp (k+lg)e™" N
k=0 (4.22)
N-l 27 (k+ly)m
=Cpo(m)x Y rp(k+lg)e” ™
k=0

By neglecting the effect of multi-path and noise, substituting the value of rp(k) in (4.22), and
by applying the change of variable k = k + [; we have

N+lz—-1 ok
Xpo(m)=Cpo(m)x > H xsp(k) e~ (4.23)
| — | k=l — ——
c cUx1 < CUXNR e CNrXU ¢ cux1

Similarly as before, if I; > 0, then equation (4.23) becomes

N-1 ok N+ld—1 onk ld—l onk
Xpo(m) = l S sp keI 1S (e W - Y sy (ke ’?v’"] (4.24)
k=0 k=N k=0
At the output of the OS time domain equalizer applied to a block b we have
xp,0(k) = l sp (k) +10, (k)sp(k +N) — Hld(k)sb(k)] (4.25)
——
Transmitted signal Interfering signal I, (k)
where II;, (k) is defined in (5.28).
The interfering term can be expressed as
M-1 ok
Iy (k) = Ty, (K)g(k) > po(m)A e’ N (4.26)
m=0

where A’ = aps1,0(m) — apo(m), aps1,0(m) and apo(m) are the transmitted data symbols of
distinct users at the first FBMC symbol of blocks b + 1 and b respectively. Hence, at the output
of the AFB we have

M
M_y

Im)= ) F (p)$o(m—p)A'm (4.27)
=%
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where

M-1
_j2zkm
Fo, (p) = ) Ty, (k)g*(k)e ¥
k=0
Then, after OQAM demodulation, the interference term at the output of the FBMC receiver
{Dy(m) =R (¢py(m)Ip(m))} can be expressed as

M
2
Dy(m)=R| > iPF (p)A mp (4.28)

=4

Recall that interference is only introduced at the first FBMC symbol in a block b, then

apn(m) = apn(m)+ Dp(m) +Tpu(m) (4.29)
———
Only for n=0

where T ,, (m) represents the interference induced by truncation.
Finally, the SIR expression arising from a TO of I; samples for the FBMC-OSB receiver can be
expressed as

E (ag’n(m))

SIR la) =
osB (la) NLAE (Db(m)Q) +E (Tb,n(l’ﬂ)2)

(4.30)

Since the data ap , (m) of the users are independent and identically distributed random variables

of mean 0 and variance o2 then

M
M_q

E(Db(m)2)=202 Z R(i_ngld(p))2 (4.31)

p=—%

Hence, (4.30) becomes

0_2

2078y R (P ey (p)” + E (Tha(m)?)

SIRT0,0sB (l4) = (4.32)

4.3.2 Analytical SIR expression in the presence of CFO
4.3.2.1 Overlap-save FBMC receiver

The expression of the received signal by the j* BS antenna provided in (4.4) can be rewritten

as

N-1
M . 2nk(Nyy pm+)
Rume ()= D7) (k + n—) e N (4.33)
k=0 2



Chapter 4. Overlap-save FBMC receivers for mMIMO systems 71

Equivalently, the complete Ngr X 1 received signal which is a combination of all the signals

stemming from different users consisting of several FBMC symbols can be expressed as

N-1
M . 2nk(Ny pm+t)
R,(m,0) = Z r(k+n3) e’ N

k=0

Nur-1M-1
= Z Zr(p;l)xP (4.34)
s=0 k=0

where p; =k + %(2s +n) and

Rn(m’f):[ nmt’(l) nmt’(NR)]

r(k)=1[ri(k),....,rng (k)]

27r€l’ 2nkm  _j 2kl
P=c¢ 'Nure "M ¢ 'NurM

After equalization, the frequency domain equalized signal can be expressed as

Xn(m’ l) = Cn(maf) X Rn(m,g)
—_—— — — ~—-

e cUx1 e CUXNR e cNrx1 (4.35)
Nyr-1M-1
=Ca(m,0)x > > r(pp)xP
s=0 k=0

This is followed by a filtering stage as previously mentioned i in Section 4.2.1, which is rearranged
in the time domain. Then the ¢/ AFB output is

Nuyr-1M-1
Y,(m, ) =C,(m) gf(k)"(l’n) ST (4.36)

c CUXI

where g¢ (k) represents the £/ impulse response of the PF defined as
[ —i2Ekl A -2 km
gc(k) = (-1l e ' Nurm Z R (Ge(m)) &' " (4.37)

Neglecting the effect of multipath (delay spread) and noise, the complete Ng x 1 received signal
is

r(k) = H x s(k) (4.38)
where H € CVR*U is the MIMO channel matrix, and s(k) is the baseband signal defined in (4.2).
Substituting (4.2) in (4.38), we get

r(k) = H x Z ( —n—)x,, (k) (4.39)

n’'=—oco
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By substituting (4.39) in (4.36), the £/ AFB output number will be

Nur -1 M-1 +o0

’ ’ P
Yo(m,0)= > D 80008 ) (D) — e (4.40)
s=0 k=0 n’=-o0 e UF

However, due to the time localization of the NPR1 PF| interference is limited to only neighboring
FBMC symbols. Hence, by defining ¢ = (n —n’), € [-1, 1], (4.40) becomes

Nyr-1 1 M-1 p
Y,(m,t) = Z Z Z 8e(k)g(p)Xn-q (Pn) ——z (4.41)
s=0 g=—1 k=0 e NurM

In fact the third sum in the previous equation is nothing but the FFT of the inner term. More-
over, since the Fourier transform of a product is the circular convolution of the corresponding

transforms, then (4.41) can be written as

Nyr-1 1

Yom D)= > > Fg (m.q)®Xn_g(m)
s=0 g=-1
Mot 1 M1 (4.42)

= > > > F, (p,q%)Xn_q(m—p)

s=0 g=-1 p:—%

where ® denotes a circular convolution, and

Xn—q(m -p)= an—gq (m — P)¢n—q(m -p) (4'43)
M-1
—i 2nsl _iznkp
Fo (p:@) = ) ge(k)g (k+ Ms +q)) e Nur e (4.44)
k=0

Substituting (4.43) in (4.42), we get
Nyr-1 M
Yo(m, ) = Z Z Fge,s (p,QE) an—q(m_p) x¢n—q(m_p)
s=0 (p,q)eQ

where Q = [—%, % - 1] x [-1,1].

Finally, by developing (5.11), the estimated data symbols @, (m) of all users will be

Nyr-1

&;(m):?’\[qﬁ,’;(m) DL Yu(m,0)

£=0

(4.45)

o M
=‘R[ i ngl’,s (P,Q?)Xan—q(m_p)]
(€,5)€Q1 (p,q)€Q
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where Q1 = [0, Nyr — 1] X [0, Nyr — 1].

Actually, in the presence of CFO, the previous equation can be written as

. _2nsC  _ :27nk(m+r)
Cepe(Me™ i (m) D" > ge(k) x g(py)xn—q(pp)e” Nor ™ Nur
(¢,5)€Q1 (p,q)eQ

ay(m) =R

- M
iPF,, | (p +r,q3) X @y_g(m—p)

%l
(1.5)€Q (p.g)eQ
(4.46)

where r is the CFO normalized to the subcarrier spacing Af, and Ccpg (n) = e/ is the Common
Phase Error (CPE) compensation term introduced by CFO.
Keeping in mind that a, (m) are independent and identically distributed random variables with

zero mean, then the SIR expression arising from a CFO of r is

2
(Z(f,s)ﬂh %(Fgas (r, O)))

SIRos.cro () = (4.47)

2
Siesrear Diparean R0 P (r.g%) )

where Qg is Q/(0,0).

4.3.2.2 Overlap-save-block FBMC receiver

Through similar development, equation (4.12) can be adapted to obtain the expression of the

recovered PAM symbols ap , of all users in a block b when a CFO r is applied, as follows:

—_— .— M nim-—
apn(m) =R Z Z iTPFg, | (p +r,n3) x (=1)™ p)ab,n(m -p) (4.48)

(1,s)€Q (p,n)€Qe

where Q9 = [—%, % - 1] x [0, Ny — 1], and

M1 _i27m'[’ _:2nkp
Fo (pom) = ) ge(k)g (k+n+sM) e Nur e~
k=0

Hence, the SIR expression arising from a CFO of r for the OSB receiver becomes:

2
(Z(l,s)eszl ZnN:So_l %(Fgl,x (r’ n%) ))

SIRosB,cro () = (4.49)

2
2(135)691 Z(p,n)eﬁg ‘P\(i_ngl’S (r, n%) )
4.3.3 Analysis of the asymptotic behavior

When the number of antennas at the BS tends to infinity, the channel distortions tend to average

out. As a result, the Signal-to-Intereference plus noise ratio (SINR) saturates at a predetermined
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level depending on system parameters. This establishes an upper limit for the SINR performance
of the system. We will determine its analytical expression. For that, we neglect the effect of
noise, because the noise contribution fades away in an asymptotic regime. By adapting equations
(4.2) and (4.3), in the presence of multipath and absence of noise the received signal at the ;"

BS antenna can be expressed as

L-1U-1 400 M-1

ZOEDIDNDY Zanmgm(k—n——Z)xm(m)h]u(l)

I'=0 u=0 n’=—ocom’=0

U-1 400 M-1

—Z Z Zan mgm(k_n_)¢n (m)*hju(k)

u=0 n’=—co m’=0

(4.50)

where (*) denotes a linear convolution, £;, «(1') is the channel impulse response between a user
u and the j*" BS with I" € [0, L — 1], L is the total number of paths, and g, (k) = g(k)e/ “n N

is the PF modulated to center frequency of subcarrier m. Equivalently, for Ng, antennas the

previous equation can be written as

o M-1

r()= > > $w () X P Xy (4.51)

n’=—ocom’=0

where

Pii(k)y ... Pry(k)

P’ = : ) :
Pngi(k) ... Pngu(k)

Pju(k) =gmw(k-n"%5 My hju(k), and ap m € CYUx1 is a vector containing all transmitted data

symbols of the users at subcarrier m” and at time index n’. Adapting (4.36) we have

Yn(m,f) = Cn (m) X Z i Z Hmm ,nn’ X am,mr‘/’n (m ) (4'52)

n’=—oo m’=0

where Hym' nn' is an Nry X U matrix that can be expressed as

1,1 1,U
Hmm’,nn’ Hmm’,nn’
Hmm’,nn’ = I (453)
Ngr,1 Ngr,U
Hmm’,nn’ et Hmm’,nn’

along with

HI = (D) * (P} * g, (K)
and

M-1

gme(k) = (1) e RGN g (ke W

k=0
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Similarly, interference is limited to only neighboring FBMC symbols. Hence, (4.52) becomes

Nyr-1
Yo(m,0)=Ca(m) > | > Hywnin-g) xa,,-q,m/m_q(m’)) (4.54)
s=0 (g,m’')eQs

where Q3 = [-1,1][0, M - 1].
Adapting equations (4.7) and (5.11), the estimated data symbols of the users will be

aym=R

Z C,(m) x Z Hmm’,n(n—q) X an—q,ml¢n—q (m/)¢2(m)‘
(€,s)eQq (g,m’)eQs (4 55)

=R

Gmm’,n(n—q)an—q,ml X ¢n—q(m,)¢2(m)‘
(€,s)€Qq (q,m’')eQs

where Gum’ nn(n—-q) is an U x U matrix defined as C,, (m)Hpm’ n(n-q)-

In order to compute the elements of Gum/u(n—q) in the asymptotic regime, let us recall the
law of large numbers in probability theory. Let a and b be two random vectors each with n
identically independent elements. As a result of the law of large numbers (i.e as n tends to
infinity), the random variable %aHb will almost converge to Cab = E[a}b;], withi=1,...,n.
Similarly, in our case when the number of antennas at the BS Ng tends to infinity, the law of
large numbers can be used to compute the elements of Gum’n(n-q)-

The ZF equalizer matrix is defined as (HmH Hm)_1 H,,”, where H,, is the matrix of channel

’
$2nml

coefficients of the center of the m'" subcarrier (i.e H,{;” = ZZL,;S hj,u(l’)e‘f M ).

1
Note that (NLRH,,,H Hm) tends to Iy as Ng tends to infinity. Then according to the previously

introduced law of large numbers, the elements in Gum’n(n-g) Will converge to

G = B{(H5") H } (4.56)

mm’,n(n—-q) mm’ ,n(n-q)

Substituting the value of H’"* )» then (4.56) will be

mm’ ,n(n—q
Gt gy = & P+ B (HE") iy ()} * gme () (457)

where

-2nl'm

B{(#5) i) = Se {1y (pr)} 75
r=0 (4.58)

27rp£lm

Pu(P;;)ej M 5uu’
= Pmu(pl) 8"

where pp, (') = pu(l’)ej%,m is the channel Power Delay Profile (PDP) of the u'* user
modulated to the m'" subcarrier.
The left hand side term of (4.58) tends to zero when u # u’. This is due to the fact that the
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effect of multi-user interference vanishes as the number of antennas at the BS tends to infinity.
However, residual self interference is experienced by the user when u = u’. Therefore, for a given
user u and starting from (4.57), the equivalent CIR between the transmitted data symbols at

subcarrier m’ and the received ones at subcarrier m tends to

g (D) * P () * &m.e (k) (4.59)

As a result, the SINR for a user u saturates to

Z(l,s)egl %2 {Gmmnn}
Y (s)e@r Lim.q)ear(m0) R AG mm nin-q) }

SINRY, , — (4.60)

4.4 Performance evaluation and comparisons of the considered

methods

In this section, we first describe the used filtered discrete channel model, the simulation tool
and the antenna array structure. Then, the performance of the FBMC-OS and FBMC-OSB
receivers, using the NPR1 short PF, is evaluated in the context of mMIMO. Several channel
impairments are considered such as timing offsets, Doppler effect, and carrier frequency offsets.
The results are then compared to the OFDM waveform with 4 and 16-QAM. In our simulations,
the CSI is assumed to be perfectly estimated at the receiver side. Furthermore, the number of
non-truncated filter coefficients is set to Ng = 7 for an SIR of 55 dB [130]. For the FBMC-OS-
based receivers, the up-sampling factor used for the OS technique is set to Nyr = 4 which is a
good compromise between system performance and complexity. The number of FBMC symbols
in a block N, for the FBMC-OSB receiver is set to 7. This is reflected by the OS4;~-FBMC and
OSB7-FBMC receiver notations.

4.4.1 Simulation setup
4.4.1.1 Channel model

In rapidly changing environments, a discrete multipath channel model has, in general, a variable
number of paths in addition to variable path gains. However, for reference channels it can
be assumed that the number of discrete components is constant. Consider a channel model
consisting of L paths, then for antenna k, and user u, the channel impulse response h,(k,t) is

given by

L
Bl ) = D b (K)S(t = T (K)) (4.61)
m=1

where m is the path index, 7, ,(k) and b,, ,, (k) are the path delay and path complex amplitude
of the u'" user respectively.

According to [131], when the differential delays are small compared to the simulation sam-
pling time T or are not integer multiples of Ty, it is advantageous to band limit the channel by

design to obtain better simulation properties. Hence, the CIR is band-limited using an ideal
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dy
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Figure 4.2: Antenna array structure.

rectangular filter. Thus, the filtered discrete channel impulse response is given by

Tm,u(k)

N

L
h(k,n) = Z B (K)sine( —n) (4.62)
m=1

where —N; < n < No, N; and N are the tap indices chosen such that iz(k,n) is small when 7 is
less than Nj or larger than Ny, and sinc(x) = sin(x)/x [131]. In our simulations, the tap indices
are chosen such that the value of h(k,n) at the relevant tap indices is larger by at least 1% of
its maximum.

According to [132], if the maximum distance between antenna elements divided by the speed
of light (dpax/c) is much smaller than % value, where B is the transmission BW, the delay value

can be assumed independent of antenna index k, i.e. 7., (k) = Tm.y-

4.4.1.2 Simulation tool

For our simulations, the 5G QuaDRiga simulation tool explained in Chapter 2 is used to generate
realistic radio channels. Chosen parameters follow the 5G standard [21] with 64 cross-polarized

antennas at the BS.

4.4.1.3 Antenna array structure

For the 3D-Urban-Macro Non-Line-of-Sight (Uma-NLOS) and 3GPP-38.901-Rural Macro (Rma)
models of the 5G QuaDRiga channel, the antenna array at the BS is 25 meters high and consists
of two co-located rectangular sub-arrays, each with 32 antennas as in [133]. Each sub-array
is denoted by (Ny,Ng,Np), where Ny = 2 is the number of columns, Ny = 8 is the number
of antenna elements with the same polarization in each column, and Np = 2 is the number

of polarization as proposed in [134]. Therefore, with Noy = 2 vertical antenna panels, the
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Parameters Value

Carrier frequency 3.5 GHz

Cyclic prefix 36

Channel model 3GPP_3D Uma’
Channel type NLOS

Total number of subcarriers 512 subcarriers
Sub-band size 300 subcarriers
Number of UE 4

BS height 25 m

Number of BS antennas 64

Number of vertical/horizontal panels 2/1

Vertical and horizontal antennas spacing | 42.85 mm

Table 4.1: Massive MIMO simulation parameters
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Figure 4.3: BER performance comparison of different receivers over the 5G QuaDRiga fading
channel under the ’3GPP-3D-Uma-NLOS’ scenario’, with 4 users and 64 Rx antennas.

number of antennas is calculated as {Ngrx = Ngv X Ny X Ny X Np = 64}. With A being the
carrier wavelength, the 2 antenna panels are spaced in the vertical direction with a spacing of
dgy = A, and the antenna units placed inside each panel are uniformly spaced in the horizontal
direction with a spacing of dg = 0.54 and in the vertical direction with a spacing of dy = 0.54,
where A = 85.7 mm for a carrier frequency f. = 3.5 GHz. Specific simulation parameters are

summarized in Table 4.1.



Chapter 4. Overlap-save FBMC receivers for mMIMO systems 79

-F - OS4 , TO = 256 samples
e 034 , TO = 54 samples

*

* o 034 , TO = 0 samples 16QAM
- —h— - Y=+ OFDM, TO = 54 samples r =%
=aa) ==+ OFDM, TO = 15 samples

=—©=— OFDM, TO = 0 samples

—n = 0SB, , TO = 54 samples

102 +1:@++: 0SB, , TO = 0 samples E
hd
L * QPSK
m * = —k— K= g =K

103 E

O, Orerener
104 F ? > ¢
108 : b St k J J
5 10 15 20 25 30

Eb/NO (dB)

Figure 4.4: BER performance comparison of different receivers in the presence of timing offset
over the 5G QuaDRiga fading channel under the '3GPP-3D-Uma-NLOS’ scenario’, with 4 users
and 64 Rx antennas.

4.4.2 Performance over static channel

The BER performance of the OS-based FBMC receivers is compared to OFDM on the 5G
channel with the 3D-Uma-NLOS scenario. The channel is considered to be static (i.e: the users

are stationary).

4.4.2.1 Performance over multipath channels

Although one of the historic drawbacks of FBMC compared to OFDM resides in the difficulty of
efficiently supporting mMIMO systems because of the lack of orthogonality in the complex plane
between neighboring OQAM symbols, we can see in Figure 4.3 that OFDM is outperformed by
the proposed FBMC waveform thanks to the OS-based FBMC receivers. Indeed, the FBMC-
OSBy7 receiver shows the best performance. Furthermore, since the PPN-FBMC technique was
widely adopted in prior-art related to mMIMO, it was taken as reference for FBMC proposals.
As depicted in Figure 4.3, PPN-FBMC offers the worst performance, suffering from an error

floor. This result is expected as it was previously demonstrated with SISO transmissions in [130].

4.4.2.2 Robustness against timing offset

In order to reduce power consumption in future beyond 5G systems, two scenarios can be

considered:

o Relaxed synchronization: users transmit data simultaneously. However, because each user
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Figure 4.5: Timing offset evaluation in terms of BER for the OSB7-FBMC and OFDM receivers
over the 5G QuaDRiga fading channel under the '3GPP-3D-Uma-NLOS’ scenario’, with 4 users
and 64 Rx antennas.

is located at a different geographical distance from the BS, the corresponding signal is
affected by a distinct propagation delay. This can result into overlapping signals that lead
to intereference. The receiver must be able to compensate for the introduced TO in order

to avoid the penalizing effects of interference .

e Asynchronous communication: users transmit independently, hence avoiding any need for
a common time reference. In other words, there is no time synchronization among the
scheduled users leading to a time mismatch between them that can reach up to 50% of the

symbol duration.

In these scenarios, the resulting synchronization errors cause a LPR for each subcarrier. For
FBMC and the proposed receivers, this can be totally compensated after CE and equalization.
Therefore, if I is the time offset in number of samples, then the frequency domain compensation
term is expressed as Cro(m) = e_i%lvi/ld where N’ = M for OFDM, and N’ = NygpM for the OS-
based FBMC receivers. It is assumed that the TO [, is perfectly known at the receiver side. For
our simulations, the receiver is considered perfectly time-aligned when the first sample processed
by the FFT is the sample located at the middle of the CP length, so that both positive and
negative TO values can be supported.

It is well known that OFDM is highly sensitive to TOs. Therefore, a TO of 15 samples
is applied to the OFDM waveform, that corresponds to approximately 42% of Lcp. Figure
4.4 shows the BER performance of all considered receivers in the presence and absence of TO.
As depicted in the figure, with the 16QAM modulation scheme, the OFDM waveform starts
to suffer from a performance degradation. This confirms that OFDM is highly sensitive to TO

impairments. After that, a TO of 54 samples is applied that corresponds to 10.55% of the symbol
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Figure 4.6: SIR evaluation for the OS-based receivers in the presence of TOs with 4 users and
64 receiving antennas.

period and is 3 times greater than the CP size. As depicted in Figure 4.4, unlike OFDM, the
OS-based FBMC receivers show robustness against a timing offset of 54 samples where their
BER performance wasn’t affected at all as shown in the same figure.

Regarding the OS4-FBMC receiver, a TO of 256 samples (half the symbol duration) was
applied, and as depicted in the same Figure 4.4, there is no effect observed on the BER perfor-
mance, which means that the OS4-FBMC receiver is able to support any TO value less than half
the symbol duration which makes it adequate for asynchronous communication in the context
of mMIMO.

Unlike the OS4-FBMC receiver, the OSB7-FBMC receiver cannot support any TO value less
than half the symbol duration, because, for certain TO value the generated interference will
no longer be limited, resulting in irreducible errors. Since in the FBMC-OSB receiver, FBMC
symbols are transmitted in blocks and demodulated all at once in the frequency domain, the
receiver processing window must, to some extent, be aligned with the received blocks. However,
because of the ramp-up and ramp-down of the PF, the FBMC-OSB receiver is less susceptible
to TO impairments than OFDM.

Actually, in order to know what is the maximum value of the TO such that the OSB7-
FBMC receiver will still able to limit interference, we plot in Figure 4.5 the BER performance
versus ly/M of the OSB7-FBMC and OFDM receivers. For this simulation, noise is removed,
corresponding to a transmission at infinite SNR.

As depicted in the figure, the OSB7-FBMC receiver with QPSK can support a TO of 22% of
the symbol period for an error floor less than 1075, However, with 16QAM modulation scheme,
it can only support a TO up to 14% of the symbol period. For larger TO values, the error floor
gradually increases showing that the interference introduced is not limited. However, it is worth
noting that the OSB7-FBMC receiver is more robust against TO than OFDM in mMIMO, as it
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Figure 4.7: BER performance for different receivers over the non-static 5G QuaDRiga fading
channel under the ’3GPP-3D-Uma-NLOS’ scenario’, with 4 users and 64 Rx antennas.

was also the case in SISO transmissions [13].

In order to validate the robustness of the OS receivers to TO impairments, we plot in Figure
4.6 the SIR obtained by simulation for the OS4;-FBMC, and the OSB7-FBMC receivers, as well
as the SIR determined by evaluating (4.32) under the 3D-Uma-NLOS scenario. As depicted in
the figure, the SIR of the OS4-FBMC receiver is unaffected by TO, supporting the analytical
study performed in Section 4.3.1.1 and the previous simulations on BER depicted in Figure 4.4.
Unlike the OS4-FBMC receiver, the OSB7-FBMC receiver, cannot support any TO less than
half the symbol duration, as illustrated and validated analytically in the same figure. In fact,
according to Figure 4.6, the SIR of the OSB7-FBMC receiver achieves a constant value up to
a TO of 12% of the symbol duration, showing that the introduced interference is limited. The
SIR gradually decreases as the TO value increases showing that the introduced interference is
no longer limited. Finally, OFDM is free from any interference when [; < LCTP, but it is clearly

outperformed by FBMC associated to the OS-based receiver for larger TO values.

4.4.3 Asynchronous communication

The 5G network is designed to accommodate new and highly demanding scenarios such aseMMCs,
which requires asynchronous communication. The latter is considered as a cornerstone for grant-
free spectrum and massive access, since it allows each user to transmit at an independent time
reference without the need for time synchronization among all scheduled users. However, this can
lead to time misalignment between users, which may vary within the same subband. To investi-
gate the performance of the FBMC-0Sy receiver for asynchronous communications compared to
OFDM, we consider 4 users transmitting asynchronously in time and then evaluate the BER over
the 5G QuaDRiga channel under the 3GPP-38.901-Rma scenario with a cell radius of 10 km, as

shown in Figure 4.8. Both receivers show similar BER performance when the users are perfectly
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Figure 4.8: BER performance comparison for asynchronous transmissions over the 5G QuaDRiga
channel under the 3GPP-38.901-Rma scenario with 4 users and 64 receiving antennas.

synchronized, but when users send signals at independent time references within the same band,
OFDM suffers from an irreducible error floor, while the BER performance for the FBMC-0Sy
receiver remains unaffected, showing the same performance as perfectly synchronized users. This

confirms the support of the FBMC-OS receiver for asynchronous communications.

4.4.4 Performance over non-static channel

It is well known that OFDM is very sensitive to CFOs caused by Doppler spread/shift [116,135].
In fact, the impact of Doppler spread/shift on the system performance is worse in MU-mMIMO
systems since the achievable gains of mMIMO heavily depend on the accuracy of frequency

synchronization.

4.4.4.1 Doppler spread

We consider users moving with speeds of 5, 70, and 300 km/h and test the BER performance
of FBMC when using the OS-based FBMC receivers compared to OFDM on the non-static
5G channel with the 3D-Uma-NLOS scenario. The results are shown in Figure 4.7. The BER
performance is degraded compared to that in a static channel. For a speed of 5km /h, similar BER
levels are obtained for all considered receivers when Eb/N0 < 25 dB. However, OFDM shows
the worst BER performance when Eb/NO > 25 dB. Despite the fact that the maximum Doppler
shift is substantially less than Af, OFDM has around a 10~* error floor due to its low frequency
localization. Similar observations can be made with a speed of 70 km /h, presented in the same
Figure 4.7. OFDM once again shows the worst performance. The OS-based FBMC receivers
have similar performance and outperform OFDM. For a speed of 300km/h, the performance

is highly degraded for all receivers. The OSB7-FBMC receiver performs worse than the OSy-
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Figure 4.9: Carrier frequency offset evaluation in terms of BER for different receivers with 4
users and 64 Rx antennas.

FBMC receiver, yet it’s worth noting how it outperforms OFDM as the latter suffers from an
error floor of approximately 1073. In fact, it’s noteworthy how the OS4-FBMC receiver offers the

best performance, but it comes at the expense of system simplicity when compared to OFDM.

4.4.4.2 Robustness against carrier frequency offset

CFO also arises when the transmitter and receiver’s local oscillators have a frequency misalign-
ment. which can happen more frequently when employing low-cost equipment. Mathematically,
this corresponds to a LPR of the received baseband samples. In reality, CFO causes two types
of impairments at the receiver. The first one is the CPE, which may be easily compensated in
the frequency domain if the CFO is estimated. The second drawback is ICI, which is caused by
frequency domain misalignment of the transmitter and receiver PFs. The second drawback is a
significant problem for OFDM because of its low frequency localization. However, the Frequency
Domain Compensation (FDC) technique can be used to compensate the CFO for FBMC [130],
resulting in a large reduction in the ICI caused by the CFO. This is a key benefit for FBMC since
it relaxes the frequency synchronization requirement, allowing for higher speeds and the use of
low-cost oscillators. In this regard, we study the robustness of each receiver to CFO resulting
from the frequency misalignment of local oscillators.

Figure 4.9 shows the BER performance versus CFO for all receivers without noise (infinite
SNR). In this case, the CPE term to compensate is e/™ where r is the CFO relative to Af,
which is assumed to be perfectly known at the receiver side. As expected, OFDM shows the
worst performance. In the FBMC-OSB receiver described before, equalization is performed for
each FBMC symbol n in a block b. This increases the equalization complexity compared to
the OFDM signal, however, allows to accurately compensate fast varying channels. Hence, with
QPSK, the OSB7-FBMC receiver with varying CFR can tolerate a CFO of 10% of Af for an



Chapter 4. Overlap-save FBMC receivers for mMIMO systems 85

50

e |
AN | ® OS,-FBMC, simulation
45F v 1 : ]
' - - -OS4-FBMC, analytical
Q
40 F \ AN} O OSB_-FBMC, simulation | -
\ " - - OSB7-FBMC, analytical
3B Y = ® = OFDM, simulation |
v e,
or $ hN 1
) A
S 25 | | BN *\ - i
@ @ N Te
n 1 (o] ™ -
20 \G . & |
1 -
[ o h T S -
O« ® -9
15 A (<) ~6.
\ ~O~
- LY ©-o ©O-¢
\. - o- o
~
5 . ~e 1
o~ -
0 1 1 1 1 ~ s ' p- Bl o

0 005 01 015 02 025 03 .3

Figure 4.10: SIR evaluation for the OS-based receivers in the presence of CFO.

error floor of around 10~°, however, only 4% of Af with the 16-QAM modulation scheme. For
larger CFO values, the error floor gradually increases showing that the interference introduced
is not limited. On the other hand, it is assumed that the equalizer coefficients Cp 5 (m) in (4.10)
are independent of n (Cp,n(m) = Cp(m)). This means that the channel is constant over a block
b in the OSB7-FBMC receiver, which reduces the equalization complexity but degrades the per-
formance at larger CFOs as shown in the same figure. The OS4,-FBMC receiver offers the best
performance, where it can support a CFO of 26% and 10% of Af with the QPSK and 16QAM
modulation schemes respectively for an error floor around 107°.

In order to validate the accuracy of our analytical study for the OS-based receivers in the
presence of CFO impairments, we plot in Figure 4.10 the SIR obtained by simulation for the OS;-
FBMC and the OSB7-FBMC receivers, as well as the SIR determined by evaluating equations
(4.47) and (4.49). The results are then compared to the OFDM receiver. As depicted in
the figure, the OS receiver is more robust than the FBMC-OSB receiver against CFOs. The
simulation results are confirmed analytically as depicted in the same figure. Concerning OFDM,
the SIR simulation results also confirm its high sensitivity to CFOs compared to the OS-based
FBMC receivers.

4.4.5 Performance in an asymptotic regime

In this section, we PERFORM the analysis carried out in Section 4.3.3 as well as the efficiency
of our proposed receivers in an asymptotic regime. The noise level is chosen so that the SNR
at the input of the BS antennas is equal to 10 dB. Note that, the noise contribution fades away
as the number of antennas at the BS tends to infinity. The NPR1 PF is used unless explicitly
mentioned otherwise. Figure 4.11 compares the SINR performance for different FBMC receivers

over different channels and OFDM is chosen as a benchmark. First, we compared the saturation
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Figure 4.11: SIR saturation level comparison for different FBMC receivers considering different
channels with 4 users and 64 receiving antennas.

level for the OS receiver achieved in (4.60) to that obtained in [128]. For that, the same channel
(delay spread = 40 samples) and parameters are used for a fair comparison.

As depicted in the figure, the saturation level obtained for the OS4;-FBMC receiver is 16.2 dB
larger than the one obtained in [128]. This confirms the superiority of the FBMC-OS receiver
since it was also confirmed analytically using (4.60) and equation (17) in [128]. It is worth
noting that the delay spread (40 samples) of the channel is slightly larger than the CP duration
of OFDM (36 samples). Although this represents only a difference of 10%, OFDM fails to
outperform the OS4-FBMC receiver.

It is worth noting that the channel used in [128] is non-realistic and a lower saturation level
might be obtained over a realistic one. For that, we compare the SIR saturation level of the OS4-
FBMC receiver to that of a PPN receiver over the 5G channel in the 3D-Uma-NLOS scenario.
As depicted in the same figure, the SIR saturation level decreased by around 2.2 dB with the
PPN receiver and by 2.1 dB for the OS4-FBMC receiver. Using a different up-sampling factor
for the OS receiver will decrease the SIR saturation level by around 1.1 dB as was confirmed

also by simulation.

4.4.6 Performance in the presence of adjacent interferers

It is well known that the MU interference vanishes in mMIMO systems. Therefore, in this sub-
section, we consider a communication in which several users transmit data on adjacent frequency
bands. However, the communication is done asynchronously in time. As a result, signals arrive
with random delays.

In this scenario, we examine 3 transmission channels operating in parallel on 1.5 MHz bands
(i.e 4.5 MHz). The second transmission will be considered as the “main” transmission which

will be demodulated by the receiver. The other two transmissions will be treated as interferers
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Figure 4.13: BER performance comparison for all receivers over the 5G Quadriga fading channel
under the ’3GPP-3D-Uma-NLOS’ scenario’ considering Py = 0 dBW, with 3 users, and 64 Rx

antennas.

with the main transmission. The transmit powers of all transmissions are assumed to be equal
and normalized to Pg =0 dBW.

Figure 4.13 compares the BER performance of all receivers in the context of mMIMO. Sev-
eral GB lengths (in number of subcarriers) are considered. With no GB (GB = 0), the per-
formance of all receivers is highly degraded due to the high level of interference resulting from

adjacent transmissions. Therefore, it is essential to introduce GBs to limit interference at the
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cost of a reduction in the transmission rate. A compromise between system performance and
achieved throughput is hence applied.

When GB = 4, OFDM shows the worst performance due to the low frequency localization
of OFDM where it is highly affected by the adjacent interferers leading to the highest error
floor when compared to FBMC. However, FBMC augmented by the OS-based receivers is more
robust against adjacent interferers thanks to the frequency localization of the NPR1 PF.

Similar conclusions can be made with GB = 6. Actually, it is worth noting that the BER
performance of the OS;-FBMC and the OSB7-FBMC receivers is unaffected. This is because
there is no interference stemming from adjacent transmissions. In fact, in order to know how
many GBs are necessary to avoid any adjacent interference for the OS-based FBMC receivers,
we plot in Figure 4.12 the BER performance of all considered receivers versus the GB size at
Ep /Ny =35 dB and 39 dB. For E, /Ny = 35 dB, the BER performance of the OS-based FBMC
receivers remains constant after 4 GBs, implying that all the adjacent interference is avoided.
Unlike FBMC, even a GB size of 6 is insufficient to avoid adjacent interference for OFDM.

Similar conclusions can be made with E,/Ng = 39 dB. Furthermore, despite the increase in
the value of E, /Ny, OFDM does not improve its results compared to the E, /Ny = 35 dB case.
Therefore, we can deduce that FBMC augmented by the OS-based receivers requires less GBs
than OFDM. Hence, FBMC is more bandwidth-efficient under such a scenario.

4.5 Summary

In this chapter, we extended the OS-based FBMC receivers (FBMC-OS and FBMC-OSB) to
support mMIMO technology. This extension aimed to enhance system robustness against long
delay spread channels and TOs when using short PFs.

One noteworthy finding is that the FBMC-OS receiver can still support asynchronous com-
munications when short PFs are utilized for mMIMO. On the other hand, the FBMC-OSB
receiver, while unable to support asynchronous communications, exhibits superior resilience
against TO compared to OFDM. This characteristic makes it an excellent choice for relaxed
synchronization, as demonstrated through analytical and simulation studies. Additionally,
the FBMC-OSB receiver is less complex than the FBMC-OS receiver when both employ the
same FFT size. The proposed analytical derivation of the SINR largely reduces the design time
for selecting the OSB receiver parameters during the quest for the best performance/complexity
trade-off tailored for the intended application.

When faced with multipath channels, both FBMC-OS and FBMC-OSB receivers outper-
form OFDM. Furthermore, the performed analytical study confirms that the OS-based FBMC
receivers are robust against CFOs.

Moreover, we conducted an asymptotic study on the performance of FBMC combined with
the proposed receivers in the context of mMIMO systems. The results indicate that increasing
the number of BS antennas does not allow the SINR to increase unbounded while still outper-
forming OFDM.
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The validation process shows that the results obtained from the proposed analytical study
align with those obtained from simulations. Additionally, simulation results verify the superiority
of the FBMC OS-based receivers over OFDM in the presence of adjacent interferers.

Considering the additional advantages introduced by the proposed contributions in this chap-
ter, FBMC with short PFs becomes a viable competitor to OFDM in the context of MU-mMIMO

and emerges as an appealing solution for meeting the requirements of beyond 5G air interfaces.



Chapter 5

Novel single and multi-user pilot

structures and associated channel
estimation for FBMC/OQAM

systems

Accurate CE plays a crucial role in harnessing the full potential of mMIMO such as improved SE
and resilience against challenging channel conditions, as well as for leveraging the benefits of
the MCO technique proposed in Chapter 3. Unlike OFDM, FBMC/OQAM shows only real-
field orthogonality. Therefore, corresponding signals suffer from intrinsic interference, penalizing
its reliability and motivating the use of alternative CE techniques. Furthermore, typical CE
methods for mMIMO-FBMC systems require large training overheads, particularly for a large
number of users or for flat-fading channel conditions over each subcarrier band. To address these
issues, we propose in this chapter a preamble-based PS that reduces the training overhead by
interleaving user pilots in frequency while re-introducing the possibility of applying conventional
OFDM CE techniques, particularly the LS method in the context of SU and MU scenarios.
Performed simulations over the 5G QuaDRiga channel show that the proposed PS improves SE
while delivering the best performance in both preamble-based MU-mMIMO and SU systems.
Furthermore, the proposed method significantly improves SE compared to the available solutions
in the literature that require a large number of GBs for separating the pilots of different users,

while enabling the usage of conventional CE techniques for OFDM.

90
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5.1 Relevant Pilot structure and CE techniques

The CE process in FBMC/OQAM systems differs from that in traditional OFDM systems due
to the loss of complex orthogonality. The majority of current CE methods rely on the frequency
domain model with the IAM approach and assume that the symbol period is significantly greater
than the maximum channel delay spread [136]. Alternative methods include time domain models
where the frequency domain pilots are utilized to estimate the time domain CIRs with no
constraint on the length of the symbol interval [137] [96] [97]. This section presents a detailed
description of the aforementioned models that exist in the literature. Then we propose a novel PS
design that permits employing conventional CE techniques and shows significant advantages in

terms of performance and SE.

5.1.1 Frequency domain models

Considering a time-invariant channel, the received signal can be expressed as follows:
r(k) = h(k) = s(k) +n(k) (5.1)

where h is the CIR, n(k) is the AWGN term, and s is the transmitted signal defined in (2.12).
By assuming that the preamble pilots have time index n = 0, and are not subject to interference
by the data symbols due to the insertion of enough GBs in-between, the received pilot on the

m'" subcarrier is obtained by [136]

ﬁm70 ~ Hm’o (am,() + afn’o) + 1m0 (5.2)

where aj, , represents the intrinsic interference and is expressed as follows:

M-1
Ao = Z fl-rfl(joai,o
i=0,i#m
ant= > gmalklg) o [k] (5.3)
k=—o0

L
Hypo = Z h[k]e—anmk/M
0

where Hy, 0 = Zé h[k]e=2/7mkIM represents the complex CFR at the m'" subcarrier, L is the
total number of paths, g the impulse response of the PF, and n,, , is the demodulated noise at
the (m, n)-th position given as

o0

Mm,n = Z U[k]g [k - n%] e—j27rmk/M¢;sL(m) (5'4)

k=—0c0

Considering the frequency domain model in equation (5.2), CE based on the TAM method
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is given by [136]
dm,[)

Hyo= —22 5.9
m,0 am.o + a;’o ( )

Indeed, if the channel delay spread is considerably smaller than the symbol interval, the
TAM method exhibits favorable CE performance. Nevertheless, if the channel delay spread is
not adequately small compared to the symbol interval, the use of the IAM method would lead

to significant deterioration in the accuracy of the CE.

The TAM approach is improved in [138] by considering the transmission of purely real and
imaginary pilot values. This enhancement is particularly interesting for short PFs as their short
duration allows for complete separation of the pilots from the data. A study in [139] shows that
when an TAM-based CE technique is employed, FBMC/OQAM with a short PF performs better
than OFDM by 2.3 dB and outperforms FBMC/OQAM with a long PF by 0.3 dB. Similar find-
ings are reported in [140]. However, the IAM-based techniques suffer from high PAPR, which

makes it vulnerable to non-linear distortions caused by the HPA [141].

5.1.2 Time domain models

As an alternative approach to the frequency domain models, time domain models for CE were
investigated. The demodulated pilot symbol at the frequency bin m and time symbol n can be

written as

(o)

= Y, r(R)g(k = ng e M g ) (56)

k=—c0

According to [137], by substituting (2.12), (2.13) and (5.1) in (5.6), the received pilot vector P,
can be expressed as follows:
P.=Ah+n (5.7)

where h = [h(0), ..., h(L —1)] is a vector containing the channel taps, 5 = [170.n, ..., 1pr-1.n] is the

noise vector, and A is an M x L matrix with its entry on the m™ row and [’ column is defined as

oo M-1 o)

A= 3 3> e [k—l—n’%

k=—00 m’=0 n’=-o0

k — I’l%] ej27r(m’—m)k/M

X8

. ’ ’_ — i ’
><e]7r(m+n m n)/2e ]27rml/M‘

Added to the filtering operation, the orthogonality of FBMC/OQAM in the real domain leads
to a correlation of the noise vector elements in (5.7).
Therefore, the conventional LS CE method used for OFDM systems [142] cannot be readily

applied [137]. To solve this issue, the authors in [137] included the channel noise correlation
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matrix C in the LS method as follows:

h = (ACtA)ARCIP, (5.9)
along with
2 2 ~1,0 2 +M-2,0 2,.M-1,0
o 4o 0760,0 0760,0
2,0,0 2 2,M-2,0 _92,M-1,0
LT o R Lo
C= : : : : (5.10)
2 ,0,0 2,1,0 2 2 »M—0
%m0 9 Spm-20 o T 10
2 40,0 2 41,0 2 +M-2,0 2
T 10 T Mmoo 0 T M1l o

The authors of [137] have shown that applying (5.9) outperforms the frequency domain IAM
method. However, extra GBs are necessary to separate the pilot signals of different users in
a MU CE scenario, hence penalizing SE.

To avoid GB insertion between the pilots of different users, the authors in [143] proposed an
alternative PS that relies on interleaving user pilots in frequency. Following this method, each
user employs N, instead of M pilots, where N,, corresponds to the channel length of a user and
three FBMC guard symbols were inserted between the pilots and data symbols to shield the pilots
from interference. While spectrally efficient thanks to the the absence of guard symbols, this
method leads to intrinsic interference due to the experienced correlation between the estimates
of different user channels. To avoid a performance penalty, it is necessary to explicitly consider
intrinsic interference when applying (5.9) during the estimation process. However, this leads
to a higher computational complexity. Moreover, the authors of [143] simply considered an
exponentially decaying channel in their simulations. Therefore, the performance may differ for
more realistic channels.

To overcome the aforementioned drawbacks, we propose next a new PS as an alternative efficient
solution that enables the use of the conventional LS CE method, improves its accuracy while
avoiding guard symbol insertion between user pilots. Moreover, the proposal requires only one

FBMC symbol as a guard interval between pilots and data symbols.

5.2 Proposed pilot structure design and channel estimation tech-

nique

5.2.1 Single user scenario

One of the pilot sequences used in the 5G NR wireless system is the Zadoff-Chu (ZC) se-
quence [144]. The latter has a constant amplitude zero autocorrelation (CAZAC) property that
is preserved even when it is processed by an IFFT/FFT since the output samples remain a ZC
sequence. Moreover, their low PAPR makes them an attractive choice for CE. On the other

hand, due to the fact that FBMC systems only exhibit orthogonality within the real domain, it
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Figure 5.1: Proposed FBMC/OQAM pilot structure for uplink SU CE.

is not possible to load adjacent subcarriers with complex-valued pilots since the latter must be
shielded from interference.

To solve this issue, we propose assigning complex pilots to even frequency indices and
keeping the neighboring FBMC subcarrier positions vacant or inactive. Therefore, if P =
[a0(0),az(1), ...,ap(M/)2)]T € CM/2X1 is g vector containing complex-valued elements generated

from a ZC sequence, the transmitted pilots Ay can be expressed mathematically as follows:

am(k) ifm=2k,where0<k<M/2-1

Ar = (5.11)
0, otherwise
along with
—jrk?
am(k)y=e %77 where 0 < k < M/2-1 (5.12)

Following the proposed PS, the complex-valued ZC sequences can still be employed for
FBMC/OQAM, along with the CE techniques considered for OFDM. However, a sufficient
number of guard symbols must be introduced among the training and data symbols to ensure
their total isolation, resulting in a data rate loss. In fact, the required number of FBMC guard
symbols depends on the overlapping factor of the considered PF. Therefore, we propose to em-
ploy the NPR1 short PF since only 1 FBMC symbol is necessary as a guard interval to perfectly

isolate the pilots from the data, leading to a minimal data rate loss [12].

Figure 5.1 depicts the proposed PS in the uplink. Using equation (5.1), and by adopting the
filtering stage in the time domain, the received pilot symbol can be expressed as in equation (5.7)
with the matrix A modified as follows:

Apmg it m =2k, where k € Z

0, otherwise



Chapter 5. Novel single and multi-user pilot structures and associated channel estimation for
FBMC/OQAM systems 95

where its entry A,,; on the even subcarrier indices m and I'" row is defined in equation (5.8).

As mentioned earlier, the noise correlation must be included in the LS channel due to the
lack of complex orthogonality. However, with the suggested PS that employs odd subcarriers
as GBs and the short NPR1 PF, the correlation between noise components can be computed as

follows:
Cov [nm,na nm’,n’] =E [nm,nninl’n/] -E [Um,n] E [77;:1/,,1/]

==| ) n[k]g[k—n%}e-ﬂ"mk%n(m))
k=—c0
o * M j2mm kM !
X Z n*lklglk —n ?]e ¢ (m ))] (5.13)
k=—00

0?3 glk-nTglk-n'T)

k=—00

X 2T =3 g (m) g, (m)

where o2 is the noise variance.

By making the change of variable k = k +n%, the previous equation can be rewritten as follows:

(o0

Cov [ ] = 0> D )k +(n=n)5)

k=—c0

X eS8 g (m) g, (m) (5.14)

2(:p+qg J M j27rk—p
= o @7) ) g(k)glk +q )T
k=0

where p=m —m’, and ¢ =n —n" with (p, ¢) # (0,0).

Since the NPR1 PF has a short duration in time, the interference only affects adjacent FBMC
symbols. This means that the value of ¢ is limited to —1, or 1. Additionally, the proposed pilot
structure includes a GB as the neighboring FBMC symbol, making the correlation between noise
components negligible in equation (5.14) (i.e., Cov [nm,n,nm/,n/] ~ 0 ). Therefore, the assump-
tion of uncorrelated noise is valid, and the conventional LS method used in OFDM systems can

be applied without considering the noise correlation matrix, reducing the complexity.
Hence, equation (5.9) will reduce to the conventional LS channel estimate as follows:
h = (AHA) AP, (5.15)

In fact, the estimated CIR above h has most of its power concentrated on a few first samples

L', and therefore can be divided into two parts as follows:
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his(n) _ h(n)+n(n), f0<n<L -1 (5.16)

n(n), otherwise

Therefore, it is advantageous to denoise the above channel estimate. Denoising is the process
of eliminating noise from a noisy signal. The estimated channel in 5.15 can be observed to be
corrupted by noise. Hence, the CIR can be considered as a noisy signal, and denoising it can lead
to an improved CIR estimation. Denoising can be performed by pruning the CIR coeflicients
using a threshold. Hence, we apply an M point Inverse Discrete Cosine Transform-Type-IV
(IDCT4) on his(n). Next, we consider only the first L' taps and pad the rest with zeros. This

translates mathematically as follows:

N IDCT4y (h(n) +n(n)), ifO0<n<L —1
B = m(h(n) +m(n)) (5.17)
LS

0, otherwise

where L is the channel delay spread in samples.

In fact, some channel taps included in the first part of the previous equation may be insignif-
icant. Therefore, to accurately select the significant channel taps, we first estimate the noise
power as follows:
N-—
1
N-L
n

1
()l (5.18)
=

A2
=
Next, we select the significant channel taps according to the following rule

hyg(n), if B(n) > o2

’AIILS (n) =
0, otherwise

(5.19)

where B(n) is the power of ﬁLS (n) at tap index n.

Eventually, the CE is then obtained by taking the Discrete Cosine Transform-type-IV (DCT4)

of equation (5.19) as follows:

Apcralm] = DCT4y (hLs (n)) (5.20)

where m = 2k, along with 0 < k < M/2

Note that the above equation gives the channel estimate only for the even subcarrier indices
since the odd subcarriers were vacant. Therefore, the channel on the odd subcarriers can be

interpolated using Makima’s method in [145].
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Figure 5.2: Proposed FBMC/OQAM pilot structure for uplink MU CE.

5.2.2 Multi-user scenario

To ensure the orthogonality for the pilots of multiple users in the uplink, guard symbols are
typically required. However, most of the available solutions in the literature are not efficient
in terms of spectral usage as discussed previously in Section 5.1.2. To address this issue, we
extend the SU PS along with the time domain CE technique that was discussed in Section 5.2.1
to a MU uplink scenario. We show how the extended PS reduces MU CE to SU.

In this regard, we propose to circularly shift the pilots of different users within the same band
as shown in Figure 5.2. Note that the frequency resources used for pilot signals of different users
are mutually inclusive. This means that each frequency slot is used by all users, however, the

pilot signal of a user u is a circular shift of the u+1 pilot signal. This translates mathematically

as follows:
a¥ (k) if m =2k, where 0 <k < M/2
Ar, ={ ™" (5.21)
0, otherwise
along with
aw (k) = alt, (k) 5.22)
L 5.22
i =(mody,.(m + %))
such that .
=Z€ < ps
U

where mod is the modulo operator, Lz¢c = % is the ZC sequence length, and DS is the average

delay spread of all users.

The absence of guard symbols between user pilots leads to intrinsic inter-user interference.
The presence of this latter translates into an inter-user dependency of the information used for
computing the channel estimation. As a result, intrinsic interference from a user us to another

user u; denoted by ¢,2 must be considered for CE.
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Therefore, with U being the total number of users, the demodulated pilot signal on subcarrier

m, time index n can be mathematically expressed as

[se] /M
Z Ay w8k =1—n 3)

% g(k nM)ej27r(m’—m)k/Mejfr(m’+n’—m—n)/2 (523)
e—j27rm’l/Mhu(l) + -
where h, (1) is the u'" user CIR of length L,.
To ease notations, the above equation can be expressed in a vector form as follows:
P=Ah+7 (5.24)
where
h=[hy,.. hy
= [hu(0), ..., hy(Ly = 1)]
P= [Pr,, ..., Py ]
= [po*, 0, po ,0,...,0,p”M/2_2,0]
’7 ['I()s ceey nu]
and
Ay {12 ... {]
— 1Ay v
A=| 2 2 (5.25)
& A

where A, is a % x L, matrix with its m'™ row and [*" column defined as

o M-1 oo
A= 3 DT D b k1= |

k=—com’=0 n’=—c0

X g ><ej27r(m/—m)k/M

M
k—n—
)

eJn(m +n —m—n)/2€—127rm /M

along with ¢/, is an % X L+ matrix with its m'" row and ['* column defined as
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X g % ej27r(m’—m)k/M

M
k—n—
"5

(5.26)

ejﬂ(m +n —m—n)/26—127rm /M

L
= A;(mody,,(m+ % )

Using equation (5.15), and neglecting noise correlation as previously discussed, the LS CE can
be obtained as

. —H— | —H—

h=(A A AP (5.27)

where h = [hy, ..., hy].

In fact, the proposed PS for a MU scenario shifts the intrinsic interference caused by user
pilots to the noise part. In other words, the estimated channel in equation (5.27) can be divided
into two parts: the CIR part and the noise plus intrinsic interference part. Under the light of

this definition, equation (5.16) is modified as follows:

“ h-Zn)+77-(n), if0<n<L;-1
P ’ (5.28)
X {J{,hj +1n,(n), otherwise

Next, by adopting equation (5.17) for denoising the estimated impulse response for the i’* user,

the second part can be neglected, which modifies equation (5.19) to

R 1 i-1

1= 2, ol (5.29)
n=L’

where i is the circular shift applied for the j* user defined in (5.22).

Hence, the intrinsic interference in MU CE can be ignored and therefore, equation (5.25) reduces

to a diagonal matrix as follows:

[ Ay, 0 -+ 0
—_ | 0o A, 0
e (5.30)
0 0 - Ay

As a result, the CE for MU reduces to a SU one, where the channel estimate of the u'" user can
be computed by adopting equations (5.17) (5.19) and (5.20).
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Figure 5.3: NMSE performance comparison of the proposed technique compared with the one
in [143] for SU.

5.3 Performance evaluation and comparison

We first evaluate the NMSE and SR of the proposed CE technique for SU and MU scenarios
compared to CE techniques presented in the literature [137,143]. This is followed by a per-
formance evaluation of the proposed CE approach over the multi-path 5G QuaDRiga channel
under the 3GPP-3D-Uma-NLOS scenario using BER simulations.

In our simulations, the OFDM and the OS-FBMC receiver using the NPR1 short PF are
considered. The number of non-truncated filter coefficients is set to Ng = 7 for a SIR of 55
dB [12]. For the OS-FBMC receiver, the upsampling factor Ny is set to 4 leading to the FBMC-
0S4 receiver notation. This choice represents a good compromise between system performance

and complexity.

5.3.1 NMSE results

We evaluate in this section the estimation performance of the proposed CE technique compared
to that in [137] and [143] for SU and MU scenarios, using the NMSE metric defined as

St IRl = Rl
St Al

NMSE = (5.31)

We consider 1 user which employs the PS in Figure 5.1, with M = 128 subcarriers and 4-
QAM modulation. A random channel model with exponential PDP of a(I) = e 8! is considered
as in [143], where [ € [0, ..., L —1].
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Figure 5.4: NMSE performance comparison of the proposed technique compared with the one
in [143] for MU scenario with 4 users.

5.3.1.1 Single user

Figure 5.3 compares the NMSE of the proposed CE technique with SU to that in [143] with
L = 32. The authors in [143] had already shown that the number of pilots has a negligible effect
on the accuracy of the CE. This was also confirmed in our results. Applying the proposed PS
and CE techniques described in Section 5.2.1 improves the NMSE when compared to [143] as

depicted in the same figure.

5.3.1.2 Multi-user

Figure 5.4 compares the NMSE of the proposed CE technique to that in [143] and [137] for a MU
scenario with 4 users and L = 32. While not applying any specific processing to target intrinsic
interference as described in Section 5.2.1, the proposed PS and CE techniques outperform the

competing methods from prior-art while considerably reducing the required complexity.

5.3.2 Sum-rate results

To fully benefit from the advantages of mMIMO technologies, accurate CE is required. While
the use of FBMC in mMIMO channels has been proposed in the literature, applying most of the
current CE techniques to MU channels can result in a considerable BW efficiency loss. This is
because guard symbols are necessary to distinguish between the pilots of various users.

The CE technique described in Section 5.2.2 can be a solution for all the above problems.
The insertion of guard symbols between the pilots of various users is not necessary for the
proposed solution. In addition, the deployment of training pilots in a highly compact topology

allows for simultaneous estimation of all user channel responses at the BS.
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Figure 5.5: SR performance comparison between the proposed technique and that in [143].

To highlight the advantages of the proposed PS in MU-mMIMO scenario, we compare in
Figure 5.5 the SR of the proposed technique to that in [143] considering the same channel model
defined in Section 5.3.1 with L = 16, a frame length of 84 FBMC symbols along with the SR
expression defined as follows: "

SR =1y Z log, (1 + SINR,,) (5.32)
u=1
where vy is the training loss and SINR,, is the signal to interference plus noise ratio of the u'”
user. From Figure 5.5, we can clearly see that the proposed method exhibits higher SR than the
method of [143]. This improvement is due to the fact that the proposed method employs only 2
FBMC symbols for training compared to 4 in [143], added to the improved NMSE performance
depicted previously in Figure 5.4.

Figure 5.5 further compares the SR performance to [137] where the latter utilizes 128 sub-
carriers for estimating each user’s channel. This implies that [137] incurs four times the training
overhead as compared to our proposed approach. Indeed, this becomes even more significant

when the number of users increases.

5.3.3 BER results

We study the performance of the proposed CE technique in terms of BER simulations consider-
ing OFDM and the FBMC-OS receiver over the static and non-static 5G QuaDRiga channel in
two cases: first by employing the proposed CE technique and second by assuming that the chan-
nel is perfectly estimated at the receiver side. Chosen parameters follow the 5G standard [21].

Specific simulation parameters are summarized in Table 4.1 with 2 users rather than 4.
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Figure 5.6: BER performance comparison between OFDM and FBMC-OS receiver by employing
the proposed CE technique over the 5G QuaDRiga channel under the ’3D-Uma-NLOS’ scenario
with 2 users and 64 receiving antennas.
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Figure 5.7: BER performance comparison between OFDM and FBMC-OS receiver by employing
the proposed CE technique over the non-static 5G QuaDRiga channel under the ’3D-Uma-NLOS’
scenario with speeds of 5 and 250 km/h, 2 users and 64 receiving antennas.

5.3.3.1 Static channel

Figure 5.6 compares the BER performance of the OFDM and FBMC-OSy4 receivers for the two
aforemetioned cases. The FBMC-0S4 receiver outperforms OFDM in both cases. Despite the
fact that CE has been known to be an open issue for FBMC/OQAM systems due to the absence
of complex orthogonality, applying the proposed PS along with the CE technique described in
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Section 5.2 outperforms OFDM.

5.3.3.2 Non-static channel

We consider now two users moving with speeds of 5 and 250 km/h and evaluate the BER
performance of FBMC when using the OS-based FBMC receivers compared to OFDM. The non-
static 5G channel with the 3D-Uma-NLOS scenario was considered for the two aforementioned
cases as well. The results are shown in Figure 5.7.

The BER performance is degraded compared to that in a static channel. For a speed of
5km/h, similar BER levels are obtained for the considered receivers when Eb/N0O < 25 dB in
both cases. However, OFDM shows the worst BER performance when Eb/N0 > 25 dB.

For a speed of 250km/h, the performance is highly degraded for both receivers. Yet it is
worth noting how the OS-4-FBMC receiver outperforms OFDM when employing the proposed
CE as shown in the figure. Considering OFDM, the BER performance when emulating the
CE technique is further degraded compared to FBMC/OQAM. This is due to its low frequency

localization.

5.4 Summary

In this chapter, we proposed a novel PS along with a CE technique for FBMC/OQAM systems
considering a SU scenario. In opposition to prior practices, the proposed model does not impose
the symbol interval to be much longer than the maximum channel delay spread. We then ex-
tended these proposals for a joint MU-CE approach in a MU scenario and mMIMO systems, in
which the pilots for different users are interleaved in frequency by a simple circular shift without
the need for any guard symbols between them. This results in a high reduction in training
overhead which becomes significant when the number of users increases. Accordingly, the pro-
posed method significantly improves SE compared to the available solutions in the literature
that require a large number of GB for separating the pilots of different users, while offering the

best achievable known performance to date.
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Conclusions and future work

6.1 Conclusions

SE plays a crucial role in mobile communication networks, especially due to the increasing
scarcity of spectrum resources and the continuous growth of mobile data traffic. To address the
need for SE enhancement, various techniques have been explored in the literature. However, ex-
isting techniques that relax the orthogonality condition, such as FTN, have limited performance
under severe channel conditions or suffer from high computational complexity.

In this context, a novel transmission technique called MCO is proposed to overcome these
limitations in Chapter 3. The MCO technique intentionally overlaps neighboring subcarriers
of adjacent users, offering a new approach for SE enhancement. In the context of waveform
comparison, two waveforms are considered: OFDM and FBMC/OQAM.

It is found that the MCO-augmented FBMC/OQAM outperforms OFDM over the 5G
QuaDRiga channel, both in the presence and absence of TO impairments. FBMC/OQAM
achieves a remarkable 66% higher SE gain compared to OFDM. This highlights the superiority
of FBMC/OQAM in terms of SE performance and its potential as a waveform candidate for
future mobile communication networks.

Indeed, by introducing the MCO technique and demonstrating the advantages of FBMC/OQAM
over OFDM, Chapter 3 contributes to the development of efficient SE enhancement techniques
for single antenna systems. The proposed approach offers a promising solution for improving
SE while addressing complexity issues and the challenges posed by channel conditions, paving
the way for more efficient and effective mobile communication systems.

Despite the enhancement of SE through the MCO technique, there is a growing demand
for even higher levels of SE in certain 6G applications. To address this concern, leveraging
large-scale MIMO systems emerges as a promising solution.

The literature mostly examines the use of PPN and FS receivers with long PFs like MMB4 PF
in the context of mMIMO systems. However, these receivers have several drawbacks. Firstly, the
PPN receiver exhibits lower performance compared to OFDM. Secondly, the utilization of long
PFs augmented by the aforementioned receivers leads to a prohibitivecomputational complexity,

hindering its wider adoption.
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On the other hand, employing short PFs compromises the ability to support asynchronous
communication and results in performance degradation. This is because the performance of
FBMC/OQAM over multipath channels depends on the ratio between the delay spread and the
filter length.

In recent years, OS-based FBMC receivers have been introduced in the realm of SISO trans-
missions. These receivers offer several advantages, including improved performance over doubly
dispersive channels when using short PFs, specifically the NPR1 PF. Additionally, they exhibit
robustness against imperfect synchronization and support relaxed and asynchronous communi-
cations.

In this context, Chapter 4 extends the FBMC-OS receiver and its corresponding advantages
to the context of mMIMO systems. To reduce computational complexity, the OSB design is
further extended for mMIMO systems. Under the assumption that the channel response remains
static within a given block, which is plausible in scenarios with low mobility, the equalization
complexity is reduced. This is particularly beneficial for mMIMO systems due to the complexity
of the equalization step.

Through the performed analytical study, the proposed receivers for mMIMO systems confirm
their improved performance over doubly dispersive channels, robustness against CFOs and TOs,
and their support of relaxed synchronization and asynchronous communications.

Accurate CE is crucial for maximizing the benefits of mMIMO, such as improved SE and
resilience against challenging channel conditions. It is also essential for leveraging the advantages
of the MCO technique proposed in Chapter 3.

Unlike OFDM, FBMC/OQAM exhibits only real-field orthogonality. Consequently, the
transmitted signals suffer from intrinsic interference, compromising reliability and motivating
the exploration of alternative CE techniques.

Furthermore, conventional CE methods for mMIMO-FBMC systems often require large
training overhead, especially when dealing with a large number of users or flat-fading chan-
nel conditions over each subcarrier band. To address these issues, Chapter 5 proposes a PS that
reduces the training overhead by interleaving users’ pilots in frequency domain. Conventional
OFDM CE technique, particularly the LS method, is employed within the context of SU and
MU scenarios.

Simulations conducted over the 5G QuaDRiga channel demonstrate that the proposed PS
improves SE while achieving the best performance in both preamble-based MU-mMIMO and
SU systems. Additionally, the proposed method significantly enhances SE compared to existing
literature solutions that rely on a large number of GBs to separate different users’ pilots. De-
spite using conventional CE techniques, the proposed method outperforms these solutions while

reducing the number of required GBs.

6.1.1 Trade-offs

We provide a summary and comparison of the relevant KPIs between the original FBMC/OQAM

waveform and the considered variant, highlighting the recent advances proposed in this thesis.



Chapter 6. Conclusions and future work 107

Frequency localization
[57],[146]

PAPR [82] Relaxed synchronization [146]

Latency

30] mMIMO support [57]

OFDM

Original long PF FBMC

Original short PF FBMC
Receiver

Complexity
[78]

Doppler effect/ CFO
[147]

Asynchronous \ Long delay
communication spread channel
[147],[146] [86]

Transmitter
Complexity

Figure 6.1: Comparison of different properties between original FBMC and OFDM waveforms.
A larger circle radius represents a better system performance.

This provides a comprehensive snapshot of the current status of FBMC/OQAM when compared
to OFDM.

Fig. 6.1 summarizes the KPIs for the original FBMC with long and short filters and for
OFDM. At a first glance, it may seem that the long-filtered FBMC is complementary to OFDM
in terms of the selected KPIs. Due to its simple implementation and robustness to multi-
path, OFDM has been adopted in multiple standards, including 5G. Despite the aforementioned
advantages, OFDM still suffers from several drawbacks, including slightly lower SE and high
sensitivity to imperfect synchronization due to its low frequency localization.

Concerning OFDM, the TO at the receiver must be within the CP length to guarantee a reli-
able communication. However, the propagation delay of the transmitted signal will be constantly
changing due to the user and/or transmitter mobility, introducing time-variant TOs. Since the
TA mechanism is implemented to overcome such variable timing misalignment in current 5G
systems [21], the BS monitors each user’s uplink timing, requiring additional hand-shake rounds.
However, for mMTC, it is desirable to establish a simplified access procedure that enables GF
communication. Therefore, the first requirement derived from the aforementioned problem is
asynchronous communication. Yet, the latter cannot be supported by OFDM, which may hinder
its adoption in future communication systems requiring ultra-low latency and reliability, such
as autonomous vehicles.

The original FBMC associated with long PFs is robust to long-delay spread channels. It
also supports asynchronous communications when utilizing a FS-FBMC receiver [146], which
is crucial for some 6G-IoT applications, including driver attention monitoring. However, the
combined use of a long PF and a FS implementation comes at the cost of a high transceiver

complexity. Indeed, on one hand, the computation of a larger FFT is required for the FS-based
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flexibility that can be attained by the FBMC-OS receivers, according to the selected parameters
Ns and NUF-

implementation, and on the other hand, higher processing capabilities are required for the PPN
implementation.

Another well-known drawback of the original FBMC resides in its difficulty to support ef-
ficient mMIMO systems and channel estimation techniques due to intrinsic interference [57].
Furthermore, a significant drawback of FBMC employing long PFs resides in the introduction of
a ramp-up and ramp-down at the beginning and end of each transmitted frame. Consequently,
this results in a higher PAPR level compared to OFDM and compromises the support of short-
frame sizes for low-latency communications. Few solutions have been investigated to address
the latency problem that came at the cost of an increased transmitter complexity and a higher
OOBPL. Therefore, further progress was needed in order to effectively support short frame sizes
and low latency with long PFs.

To address complexity problems, short PFs (K = 1) including TFL1 and the QMF1 have
been previously proposed. Additionally, FBMC with short PFs is more robust against CFO than
with long PFs [147]. However, the use of short filters comes with its share of drawbacks, namely
a reduced robustness against long-delay spread channels and a lack of support for asynchronous

communications [147] which are crucial for low latency applications requiring GF access.

In summary, the introduction of short filters achieves a different KPI tradeoff, especially in
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terms of performance/complexity, as seen in Fig. 6.1. Therefore, the ability to devise a flexible
FBMC transceiver capable of striking different KPI tradeoffs became particularly appealing in
the quest for addressing major FBMC drawbacks while retaining its advantages.

Fig. 6.2 compares the KPIs of the largely improved FBMC/OQAM to that of OFDM and
the original FBMC receiver with a long PF. The shaded region delimited by the KPIs of the
FBMC-OS receiver and that of the FBMC-OSB receiver can be explored by the designer to
strike tradeoff levels better adjusted for the application requirements and constraints.

Another KPI presented in Fig. 6.2, which is a constraint for many 6G-IoT applications, is
latency. Indeed, it is directly impacted by the system parameters Nyg and Ng. It can be ap-
proximated if we consider that it is directly related to the TTI regardless of the propagation
delay, hardware latency, and retransmission mechanisms. In fact, FEC codes in modern com-
munication systems require receiving the entire frame before decoding. Therefore, the latency of
the FBMC-OSB receiver Lyg-osBy, can be approximated as the number of samples in a frame

(M (N +1)/2) divided by the sampling frequency as follows:

M(N; +1)

LnG-0SBNs = X F
N

On the other hand, the FBMC-OS receiver increases the latency, albeit not to the same extent
as the original FS4-FBMC receiver. This is due to the addition of M(Nyfr — 1)/2 samples to
demodulate the last FBMC symbol in each frame.

Furthermore, the frame length impacts the data rate for the OSBy,-FBMC receiver. There-
fore, for a fair comparison, the latency of such a receiver must be compared to that of OFDM,
with both having the same data rate loss. The data rate loss of the OSBy,-FBMC receiver can

be written as follows:
1

Ny+1°
This comes from the filter-related ramp-up and ramp-down observed at the beginning and end
of each frame. Regarding the OFDM waveform, the addition of a CP for each OFDM symbol

consisting of M samples leads to the following data rate loss

DRloss,FBMC =

Lcp

DRjoss,oFDpM = ——.
o8 M+ Lcp

Considering the 5G standard [21], the data rate loss due to a CP size 4.68 us is approximately
6.6%. For the same target DR;,ss, the number of FBMC symbols N in a block must be 14
symbols. This corresponds to Nyr = 8 and a frame composed of 7.5 X M samples. It is worth
mentioning that this corresponds to 1 resource block that is composed of 7 OFDM symbols,
including the CP [21]. Therefore, the FBMC-OSB receiver with short PFs can achieve the same
latency (Losgy, = 7.5 X M/Fs = 0.535 ms) as OFDM for the same data rate loss.

Other KPIs might also play a major role in the waveform selection for some 6G-IoT appli-
cations. Despite the existing trade-off between receiver complexity and the support for asyn-

chronous communications, all the OS-based FBMC receivers can support relaxed synchroniza-
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tion.

Furthermore, channel estimation which has been a major issue for FBMC/OQAM systems
due to the loss of complex orthogonality is no longer present now thanks to the proposed PS.

Finally, another significant KPI which might hinder the co-existence of multiple services
concerns spectral leakage. Indeed, FBMC with long PFs exhibits better spectrum confinement
than with short PFs [12]. Added to the advantages brought on by the proposed MCO technique,
the largely improved FBMC waveform is able to properly address this problem even with short
PFs.

OFDM shows the worst spectral confinement of all considered waveforms, requiring a large
number of GBs to avoid compromising efficient multiple access (or service) support under im-
pairments [148]. However, thanks to the proposed MCO technique, GB insertion can be avoided,
resulting in improved SE. Nevertheless, it is important to note that the efficiency of the MCO
technique is highly reliant on the accuracy of synchronization, which unfortunately poses a
significant challenge for OFDM.

In summary, the largely improved FBMC transceivers are able to overcome the main draw-
backs of the original FBMC and OFDM waveforms as depicted in Fig. 6.2.

6.2 Future work

Based on the work conducted in this thesis, several ideas are proposed for future work and
further investigations.

PAPR

The high PAPR is a persistent issue in FBMC. Assuming an infinite number of FBMC
symbols are transmitted consecutively, the PAPR of the FBMC signal is similar to that of
OFDM, regardless of the chosen PF. However, in practical scenarios where frames have a finite
duration, the PAPR of FBMC signals slightly increases due to the ramp-up and ramp-down
at the beginning and end of each frame. Unlike OFDM, pre-coding techniques used to reduce
PAPR, such as FFT pre-coding in SC-OFDM, cannot be directly applied to FBMC due to its
OQAM scheme. When these techniques are adapted for FBMC, the reduction in PAPR is not
as significant as in the case of OFDM. The extent of reduction depends on the overlapping
factor K, where a shorter PF (K = 1) has the potential for higher PAPR reduction compared
to longer PFs (K = 4). However, regardless of the filter type, pre-coded FBMC still exhibits
higher PAPR than pre-coded OFDM. Furthermore, FBMC is more susceptible to non-linearities
in HPAs compared to OFDM. In such cases, FBMC may experience spectral regrowth, leading
to significant degradation in spectral confinement, which is one of the main advantages of FBMC
over OFDM. Hence, it is crucial to explore solutions that effectively reduce PAPR in FBMC,
thereby facilitating its wider adoption in real-world applications.

A recent article introduces a novel approach to address the PAPR issue in FBMC [149]. The
proposed technique combines FFT-based precoding with a low-complexity Selective Mapping
(SLM) method [150]. The SLM technique involves transmitting QAM symbols with different
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phase rotations or interleaving schemes, resulting in C modulated signals. Among these signals,
the one with the lowest PAPR is selected, and its index is transmitted separately as Side In-
formation (SI). Traditionally, SLM techniques are complex and have a negative impact on data
rate. However, the SLM technique proposed in [149] for FBMC requires only 2 bits of SI per
FBMC symbol, making it more efficient. Additionally, the processing is performed in the time
domain after the FFT, reducing complexity.
The results of the study indicate that FBMC utilizing the proposed SLM technique with MMB4

achieves a lower PAPR compared to OFDM. Since the use of shorter PFs typically contributes
to further PAPR reduction when compared to longer PFs; it would be interesting to explore how

to adapt this technique for short PFs.
5G proof-of-concept platform

In recent years, the research team has developed a platform capable of simulating 5G scenarios
for SISO transmissions and LoS propagation.

Their primary focus has been on the hardware implementation of the waveform transmitter,
recognizing it as the most critical component in terms of complexity and energy consumption for
uplink communication. On the receiver side, they have implemented typical FBMC receivers (FS
and PPN). However, a possible improvement consists of designing and implementing optimized
hardware architectures for the OS-based FBMC receivers that utilize common processing units
such as FFT and Finite Impulse Response (FIR) filters.

Currently, the platform only supports SISO communication. Nonetheless, given that mMIMO
techniques are widely adopted in 5G, and that the OS-based receivers are extended to support
mMIMO systems in this thesis, a significant improvement to the platform would involve inte-
grating support for mMIMO technology. This would primarily entail changing the current RF

board, which currently accommodates only one antenna for transmission and one for reception.
MCO scheme extension to mMIMO

The MCO scheme proposed in Chapter 3, was originally designed for SISO transmissions. How-
ever, since SE is a crucial element of cellular communication networks, added to the continuous
growth in mobile data traffic in wireless networks, there is a regain of interest in further enhanc-
ing SE for mMIMO systems.

In mMIMO systems, the users’ channels are supposed to be asymptotically orthogonal if the
number of antennas at the receiver side is much greater than the number of users (i.e: Ngy » U).
Following this constraint, one cannot increase unbounded the number of users in a subband for
improving the SE indefinitely. Indeed, there is a compromise between system performance and
SE, because increasing the number of users will lead to a degradation in system performance.

To address this challenge, the MCO technique can be employed to potentially enhance the SE

while maintaining optimal performance. The key idea is to overlap the subcarriers of adjacent
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subbands, with each subband accommodating different users. By doing so, the proposed MCO
procedure outlined in Chapter 3 can be applied to investigate its effectiveness in improving SE
within the context of mMIMO systems.

Essentially, the concept is to carefully manage the allocation of subcarriers and users across
multiple subbands, leveraging the advantages of mMIMO while considering the limitations im-
posed by channel orthogonality and system performance. By exploring the potential of the MCO
scheme in the context of mMIMO, we aim to strike a balance between achieving high SE and

ensuring satisfactory overall system performance.

Sensing

Sensing is a fundamental functionality for many IoT services such as emergency call localization,
area imaging, and personal radar. [151].

The advent of the millimeter waves and the availability of even larger bandwidths (in THz
ranges) improve localization accuracy boosted by high-definition imaging and frequency spec-
troscopy.

Composed of frequency-modulated continuous waves, chirps signals were generally used for
short-range radar systems. However, such modulation schemes cannot provide high data rates.
Moreover, the radar signals have to compete for the same spectrum resources as wireless com-
munications waveforms.

For addressing these problems, there is a trend of merging the sensing (radar) and com-
munication systems [151-153]. Their integration can help decrease power consumption, reduce
hardware costs, and improve SE. In this case, waveform design plays a central role since it
should provide a single waveform capable of performing simultaneous communications and sens-
ing tasks.

Adopted in 5G systems, OFDM cannot be directly used for joint communications and sensing
since it can lead to a full duplex self-interference problem. This problem can be aggravated by
its high OOBPL and any encountered channel impairments due to its high sensitivity to CFOs
and TOs.

FBMC augmented by the OS-based receivers is a promising alternative for joint sensing and
communications. Indeed, a recent work [154] proposed a joint radar communication transmitter
system based on FBMC waveform. Results showed a better performance in radar targeting and
improved BER performance in multipath channels compared to OFDM. However, the introduc-
tion of the FS-FBMC receiver associated with MMB4 PF highly increased the computational
complexity. Motivated by these excellent results, it may be advantageous to investigate the use
of FBMC-OS transceivers in this context.
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fil de la 6G imposeront des contraintes diverses a la I'efficacité spectrale pour les systemes a une
conception du systéme. La forme d'onde actuelle de la @ntenne de transmission. La technique proposée
5G, OFDM, souffre dune liste dinconvénients qui Offre un gain en efficacité spectrale plus €levé
remettent en question son adéquation et sa capacité a lorsqu'elle est combinée a la FBMC qu'a 'OFDM.
remplir ces exigences. Les formes donde Sajoute a cela, son efficacit¢ prouvée avec la
multiporteuses filtrées, telles que FBMC/OQAM, FBMC en présence de décalages temporels. (2)
constituent des alternatives prometteuses pour les Pour améliorer —encore [efficacité spectrale,
futurs réseaux mobiles. Malgré les progrés réalisés ces ~Certaines avancées récentes liées a la forme
derniéres années concernant cette forme d'onde au d'onde FBMC/OQAM ont éte étendues au contexte
niveau de I'émetteur et du récepteur, il reste encore des systémes multi-utilisateurs massifs mMIMO,
des défis importants a relever. Le premier défi consiste Notamment en  prenant en charge les
a assurer la compatibilit¢ avec la technologie MIMO ~COommunications asynchrones et en surpassant les
massive, qui est essentielle pour la prochaine solut_lons actuelles. (3) L'efficacité des propositions
génération de réseaux de données sans fil. Le Précitées dépend fortement de la précision de
deuxiéme est li¢ & Iamélioration de [lefficacit¢ I'estimation du canal, par conséquent, une nouvelle
spectrale, et le dernier défi concerne la garantie d'une conception de la structure des pilotes a été
technique d'estimation de canal robuste en dépit de Proposée. L'estimation qui en résulte surpasse les
diverses perturbations. L'objectif principal de cette Performances des techniques actuelles tout en
thése est de proposer des solutions & ces défis. Les réduisantla part de la signalisation et en permettant

travaux réalisés ont abouti aux contributions suivantes : ~ I'utilisation  de  techniques  conventionnelles
d'estimation du canal.

Title: Investigation of novel filtered multi-carrier waveforms in the context of massive MIMO
systems

Keywords: Beyond 5G, Filtered multi-carrier waveforms, FBMC/OQAM, OFDM, mMIMO, Spectral efficiency,
Channel estimation.

Abstract: The applications and services envisioned (1) Proposal of a novel transmission technique
for the 6G wireless communication systems will place targeting SE enhancement for multi-carrier single-
different requirements on the system design. The input-single output transmissions. It showed higher
current 5G waveform, OFDM, suffers from a list of SE gain when augmented with FBMC than that with
drawbacks that question its ability to fulfil these OFDM, added to its proven efficiency even in the
prerequisites. Filtered multi-carrier waveforms, such as Presence of timing offset impairments. (2) To further
FBMC/OQAM, provide viable alternatives for future €nhance the SE, some recent advances related to
mobile networks. While recent years have seen some the FBMC/OQAM waveform has been extended to
advancements in FBMC/OQAM waveform technology the context of MU-mMIMO systems notably
at the transmitter and receiver sides, there are still Supporting asynchronous communications and
critical challenges to consider. The first challenge Outperforming state of the art solutions. (3) The
involves ensuring compatibility with massive Multiple- €fficiency of the aforementioned proposals highly
Input Multiple-Output (mMIMO) technology, which is relies on the accuracy of channel estimation,
essential for the next generation of wireless data therefore, a novel pilot structure design has been
networks. The second is related to improving spectral ~Proposed targeting the FBMC/OQAM waveform. It
efficiency (SE), and the last challenge pertains to Outperforms state of the art techniques while
ensuring a robust channel estimation technique despite €nhancing SE and enabling conventional channel
various impairments. The main goal of this thesis is to €stimation techniques.

address these challenges. The work carried out has

resulted in the following contributions:
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